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On Rainer Maria Rilke’s Poetics of Being

Rainer Maria Rilke (1875—1926), an influential Austrian poet in the his-
tory of western modernist literature has always been tormented by anxiety about
Being in a desolate time throughout his whole life, yet there are no works which
analyze Rilke’s poetics of Being meticulously. This book intends to analyze the
logical development of Rilke’s poetics of Being in the horizon of modernity crises
firstly, and then indicates the poetic saying’s spiritual value in an age of nihil-
ism.

This book is insix chapters. The preface discusses the modernity crises briefly
in order to define the context of Rilke’s poetic saying. Chapter one examines the
early period of Rilke’s poetics. In the Book of Hours, Rilke prays in a mumble
way for the sake of feeling the hidden Being, but later in The Book of Image he
uses precise image to sketch Being revealed itself in things. Chapter two discusses
the middle period of Rilke’s poetics. In this period, Rilke comprehends that ver-
ses are experiences instead of simply feelings which inspired by Auguste Rodin’s
art theory. Then Rilke describes his experience of Being objectively in New Po-
ems, expresses Dasein’s anxiety and praises the idea of authentic Being-towards-
death in The Notebooks of Malte Laurids Brigge. Chapter three and four analyze
the late period of Rilke’s poetics. Rilke’s most famous long, interactive poems
Duino Elegies are interpreted one by one and the Sonnets to Orpheus are used as
illustrations to understand them. Chapter five reveals the Duino Elegies’ logical de-
velopment and probes into the metaphorization of angels in the elegized world. In

poetic saying, the two dimensions—space and time of being-in-the-world, be-
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come organically again in modern society, while in this process mythological
rhetoric play an important role which takes us to the original period of
language. Hence, the final chapter analyzes the relationship between language
and poetic saying, and then manifests the unique spiritual value of poetic saying

in modern society.

Keywords: Rilke; Crises of Modernity; Being; Poetic Saying; Spiritual
Value
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B A AR - SHA T - BIRFED (Rainer Maria Rilke, 1875—
1926 4 ) AH—AEFEY “HEBR" PE “FAERE" &+ msLE
R “TEAMCH? HREEEERMY? EHABRRK@GES, FARK
fpraMke?” @ RARZETARE, J9H “HEiE. FETs. Z1E TR AR
AFROBETRET”®, MARMBZAUBTRE, @ “mAH”
B THMERK%E— “BEEXMERGIARL”.Q B, TEM
A BT T EER X Rz Y7

#E (AFIEBERILH) (Encyclopedia Britannica) , ¥ X modernity —
FERAHT 18 e, FIGZ XA “HMAIMMA” (being modem) . T
Modern —i7]3€ B J5 #4$7 T 3C modenus, modenus X 7] 38 # 2| H. T 3 modo,
HEXRZE “HZ, BE". %L modern —18] {) B B & XA X T contem-
pory, BH “HEFENEYSOLE LZ" . HF 19 4, modern I mo-

O BREFTER-ANEZXEEEZA, BEFEBHTFHHEEEMRTAESLET R, THRMHEI—
FIFE/REARESL LR “FFAN” — “ZAMBEEE, AGTHEANTNXERTE, Bh - EITE
WX RN, THAEBRARZ A “FEFK" . T (HHEKRTY, | (RERFTHOGE),
GRS, B W R 2005 4ERR, 32 T,

@ Martin Heidegger, Off the Beaten Track, edited and translated by Julian Young & Kenneth
Haynes, Cambridge; Cambridge University Press, 2002, p.241.

® [#8] BT - \EE//R, (R, MEXE, E¥EESCHEREE 2004 FhR, 55288 W,

@ (/] PHE - EEE. (FIR - ERHFHESREALIR), XIE5F, LRI KEDR
#2006 £EfR, 78 W, BEEXSHEARGRBWIFEEMERERNIE “ LFRT” MHEMAM
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demity i “JEACHY. JEH AT SR EEERKED HBEH. A
MR SEEEIE. KKTS, F%E EEE=ME X EEA moder-
nity —: FIEHB BT S (period) , AIERMABMR; LIZERIAR
BT B BRI ARG R (quality) , ATRRAEBLARHE; AHEAIMA
TR RO FBEA TR B (experience) , AIFMEIACHEARK ., B, moder-
nity — 7 B ELA B0 S Fh i SR e, BB St ez hA, BT A
BARRAE T ERM RN (RHEIZES) , 7ETHHE2 B0 & B AT iR
ZE GEBER), BIhs RS,

H, BRATEUR R AT BAR . DRBURD R - HHERE
BAEKERA BN WEKERARAMR, BEaIIX B FRE
ER1EL A S BN 5 W SRR — B (B SEIR Tt aE 2 TRt
1), SR AT TA T S 3 52 R Pt 48 2 RO B B TR
FRKR, A, RBEFE, KE “RETHA" HEIRA AR E YR
RIS T AL RABA150 8 “HRHEFF 2”7 3 B A B 4
“HUR” WB? EEWHRRMAIN, XHENGREUELEERF N —
HEZ T, AKEAMRZAR S CEM RS, LIE5EERR
P ARBARG WM (BT EFRE, MEHNE
YEREBRMATER ., ERTEES F, BRREE X “ WA
WA HEATHOE, B BT M R M L TR WA AT @
WEME, £ (FeEE) —Hh, BRAERE. POHRZE K
&GN A EEHR (Germanic world), F H & it 5 X 7l f 40 H 2
HAHESHA (RQMNER) . PEM (RFHER) SHA& CEMK
EH), BHRAZFUMEEHRS, BREMERIMAMSE “BOsE
WHEWGY CEM BT, 5% R OIE K T A R
FETBER ) B AR ZEoR , ERA AR IR TR M O B SRE B B B 2 A .@
WS, BHR/RRBIERMRAMKRZ F, 6L SEASME
AAK. TEZH “BRM” RRSERR. BRAANERERTEA
B (freedom) 5B (reflection) F Al 2 A F &M (subjectivity) &R

@ Jiirgen Habermas, The Philosophical Discourse of Modernity, translated by Frederick Lawrence,
Cambridge: Polity Press, 1990, p. 16.

® G. W. F. Hegel, The Philosophy of History, translated by J. Sibree, Kitchener: Batoche Books,
2001, p.362.



