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Preface

Recently, with the economic development, aquatic ecosystem of Taihu Lake Basin
has deteriorated seriously, which makes the diversity of aquatic life decreased significantly.
Recorded species of fish in “Fishes of the Taihu Lake™ is 107, however, according to the
report in 2011, only 47 has been collected during 2009 ~2010. As one of the main inflow
rivers of Taihu Lake, it has significant scientific meaning for East Tiaoxi River to clarify
the relationship between fish habitats and fish diversity.

In Aug. 2008, Professor Jianhua Li of Evironmental Science and Engineering of
Tongji University and Professor Yukihiro Shimatani of Kagawa laboratory of Kyushu
University signed an agreement for a project entitled “Water ecosystem evaluation and
system Construction of typical basin of Taihu Lake”. The project was officially launched in
spring of 2009. “Illustrated fish handbook of East Tiaoxi river”, as one of the outcome of
this project, has been set at that time. Based on nearly 20,000 samples collected in 3 years,
and by refering to “Ichthyography of Taihu”, “Ichthyography of Hunan”, “Ichthyography
of Yangtze river”, “Ichthyography of Guangxi”, “Zoography of China Osteichthyes
Cypriniformes (middle volume)”, “Zoography of China Osteichthyes Cypriniformes (last
volume)” and “Zoography of China Osteichthyes Siluriformes”, 84 species of fish in East
Tiaoxi River were collected. These fishes belong to 8 orders, 18 families, and 52 genera.
In comparison with species composition of fish in 80s of the 20th century, 14 species of fish
are newly recorded, including 11 species of native fish (Hemiculterella wui, Gnathopogon
imberbis, Saurogobio gymnocheilus, Sarcocheilichthys kiangsiensis, Microphysogobio
kiatingensis, Cobitis dolichorhynchus, Niwaella laterimaculata, Vanmanenia pingchowensis,
Hyporhamphus intermedius, Rhinogobius sp.1 and Rhinogobius sp.2), and 3 species of
foreign fish (Cirrhinus molitorella, Cirrhinus cirvhosu, Gambusia affinis).
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This book is organized in Pacc classification system, some nomenclature of fishes
with different names have been modified according to Hanlin Wu’s “Latin-Chinese
Dictionary .of Fishes Names”, the feature and ecological habitat of each fish is illustrated
with photographs. To make it more convenient to been referred to, each fish is named
in Chinese, Latin, Japanese, and local naming. Latin index is also appended. Taking
into account the need for international academic exchange and in order to propagate the
status and characteristics of freshwater fish diversity of Chinese Taihu Lake Basin, every
description in this book has a translation in English, it is a bilingual professional literature,
which reflects the latest achievements of Taihu Lake Basin’s fish biological diversity.

This book is written to provide local and foreign professionals with a handbook, and
to guide the government in protecting and rationally developing fish stocks in East Tiaoxi
River.

Due to time constraint, this book is still under revision. Any comments from the
reader will be welcomed.

Editor
Jan. 2016
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