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TAIWAN HIGH SPEED RAIL

An elegant performance between government and the citizens
A graceful duet between rail and society

An amicable cooperation between Taiwanese and international partners
Bringing city and countryside closer in harmony
Rebuilding regional economies

A new starting point in the island's history

Making north and south closer neighbors

And delivering a universal prosperity

The HSR has launched a new era in speed and convenience!
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Preface by Minister

Building of the Taiwan railway commenced in the 13th year of the
Guangxu emperor of Qing Dynasty (1887). It was organized and promoted
by the Imperial Inspector Ming-Chuan Liou. It took five years to construct the
28.6 km railway section from Taipei to Keelung and this was completed in the
17th year of the Guangxu emperor. Our forefathers’” experienced hardship and
overcome extreme difficulties but through their effects led to Taiwan having
their own railway. One hundred and twenty years later, the Taiwan High Speed
Rail from Taipei to Zuoying with a length of 345 km and trains running at 300
km per hour is finally operational. Not only does this success open a new page
for Taiwan's transportation history, but also it represents great progress and
improvement in quality and quantity of our transport system.

In fact, the impact of transport modes on people is not just in the
aspect of “transportation”. Before Taiwan High Speed Rail was built, the most
important transport system resulting in transformation on our economic and
regional development in recent decades was National Expressway No. 1,
built in the 1970's. Not only has this freeway become crucial and necessary
for citizen's transportation, but also it has established itself as an important
foundation of Taiwan’s economic development. Now, Taiwan High Speed Rail
makes a new breakthrough — shortening the journey between the north and
the south to 90 minutes. We believe that such a transportation mode once
more brings its full play and profound influence linking Taiwanese people
towards on excellent new life, so call “Taiwan High Speed Rail Super-Quality
New Life.”

To record the important page for Taiwan’s railway transportation history,
our Bureau of High Speed Rail have composed a special "HSR Project
Results Pictorial”. This book mainly focuses on visual images accompanied
by helpful texts which people can easily understand. This Pictorial’s content
includes introductions to various modern railway facilities, management and
operation. Therefore, it is an excellent collection of how to understand Taiwan
High Speed Rail and to retain its beauty. I am here to write the preface and
recommend this Pictorial.

From the opening until now, Taiwan High Speed Rail has had over 10
million passengers. Its safety, operation, services and other performance are
well up to international standards. I would like to encourage Taiwan High
Speed Rail Corporation to keep the superb conditions of vehicle operation and
safety, to raise service quality, and to supply the best transportation service.
Only with continuous improvement can ‘triple wins’ — for the citizens, the
private sector and the Government —be fulfilled.

Luse Tsas

Minister

Ministry of Transportation and Communications
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Preface by Director General

Speed is the first impression most people get when they see an HSR
train. But what about apart from speed? You and I have certainly gazed at
least once on the sublimely aerodynamic 700T trains, the exquisitely modern
passenger compartments, the imposing tracks linking the country from north
to south, the spacious and well-lit stations, and the spirited HSR employees—
all these things reflect the novelty and aesthetic power that shape the HSR's
image.

The opening of the HSR is an extremely important milestone in Taiwan's
process of adopting advanced modern rail transportation. The HSR is an all-
new system linking Nankang in the suburbs of Taipei with Zuoying District in
Kaohsiung. The line has a full length of 345 km. The new stations all have
appealing and very distinctive architectural styles. It should be remembered
that Hsinchu Station represented Taiwan at the Venice Architecture Biennale,
and received very favorable attention from the international architectural
community. When the 700T train are racing north and south at their full speed
of 300 kph, from the air they seem to have the majesty and swift grace of
flying dragons.

This Bureau has specially engaged professionals to produce a
photographic record of the HSR's first formal public train. This volume contains
scenes that capture the beauty of the HSR, and also preserves a deeply
meaningful historical event in the development of Taiwan. The photographs
of the modern HSR trains, stations, and track, the serious and committed
demeanors of the HSR operators, and the explanatory text on these pages
bear witness to a great step forward in Taiwan's rail transportation. We also
hope with this volume to share more knowledge about the HSR, along with
its beauty and sensory appeal, with citizens in all walks of life, especially the
many railroad enthusiasts.

Lastly, it needs to be mentioned that each photo in this book actually
shows the achievements of many nameless heroes who gave their all without
any hope of recognition. I would especially like to take advantage of the
publication of this volume to mention the ex-heads of BOHSR—Ping Tong, Chi-
Kuo Mao, Chung-Yih Lin, Ching-Lung Liao, Nuan-Hsuan Ho, and Fu-Hsiang
Wu—along with all the individuals who participated in the construction and
operation of the HSR, and also encourage all my colleagues at the HSR to
stick to their ideals and work hard to provide citizens with a safe, fast, and on-
time high-speed transportation service.

/O‘M'MIJDM'Q‘
% /

Director General
Bureau of High Speed Rail, MOTC
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Taiwan, Formosa, the beauvutiful island

Seventy percent of the island of Taiwan is covered by lushly-vegetated
hills and mountains. While Taiwan's mountains are rich in natural resources,
the vast mountains have long been obstacles for the development of land
transportation on the island. Nevertheless, communication infrastructure has
improved immensely over the past three or four decades, and has linked
Taiwan's northern, central, and southern urban areas, helping create Taiwan's
economic miracle.

Due to the growing population and bustling socio-economic development,
inter-city highways in Taiwan's western corridor are conjested with traffic.
Conventional railways cannot keep up with demand, and air transportation
is saturated. The time had therefore long been ripe for a safe, convenient,
comfortable, and up-to-date transportation system in Taiwan's western
corridor. This is why building a High Speed Railway has been such an important
mission for Taiwan at the turn of the 21st century.

The HSR had eight stations when trains began running in 2007. Each of
the stations at Taipei, Banciao, Taoyuan, Hsinchu, Taichung, Chiayi, Tainan,
and Zuoying features a different and distinctive multifunctional architecture
reflecting local characteristics. New communities springing up around the new
stations are creating new urban areas, generating new vitality, and eradicating
differences between city and country. We can look forward to an entirely
enhanced and even more beautiful island of Formosa, full of vibrant places
with varied features and attractions.
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