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Preface

I've been acquainted with Gu Ming for 16 years already. Ever since my first contact with him, the youngster has always been very
sincere. That year, he set up "Miaomiao Photographic Society", the first children's photographing group,, in Jiangsu. In different activities
held in Changwu region, you could always see his students and him, which had become beautiful sceneries. Decades have passed since
then, Gu Ming has been very stable in his path of photographing and better displayed in his outstanding talent. Especially in recent five
years, the artistic accomplishments of Gu Ming have made a bigger leap. Each year, he has dozens of works win awards or published in
the photographing competitions hosted by China Photographers Association. Every time when his name appears on the newspaper, |
always feel very proud that Changzhou has such an excellent photographer both good in virtue and art as him. Among the youngsters,
Gu Ming is definitely an outstanding person.

As lots of people say, Gu Ming is a dark horse appearing in the circle of photographing of Changzhou in recent years. Indeed,
seeing the photograph works of Gu Ming, one's eyes will usually glow with pleasure. His works are rich in thoughtfulness and characteris—
tics, connotation and off the beaten track. But have a second thought, you will learn that it is absolutely not just a matter of luck and fortune.
Instead, it is closely relationed with his long years of artistic and aesthetic foundation and cultural accumulation. He attended a normal art
education in his early years. His academic performance was much higher than today's key middle schools. In the study of those years, he
had laid down a solid foundation in art, which has brought very favorable aesthetic conditions for his photography creation afterwards,
such as composition, light and color application. Besides, with his reading habit and comprehension ability in his daily time, the works
created by him are usually full of connotation. | find that the photographic apparatus of Gu Ming is not top—level, but he can bring the
performance of photograph apparatus into a fullest play and create clear and colorful works of photography.

Gu Ming is sincere and modest, and he is also a moral model of system, who shows a down—to—earth and steady attitude towards
his works. These years, whenever he's free, he took his camera to create works in Yancheng. Appreciating his works of Yancheng, lam
clear that he has spent a lot of time on them. They are so delicate in conception. | admire his perseverance and spirit. It's praiseworthy
that one can carefully take photos of a special topic during years of time in the changing society of today.

Gu Ming extracts themes of his photography from the surrounding nature and life, which is the very thing that a photographer cannot
afford to neglect. He can make a delicate'combination of the urban construction and humanistic nature, deeply explore into the historic
culture of ancient Yancheng and the elegance and romantic charm that attracts the audience. These works pay special attention to the
light employment. Lots of photography works are took in early or late in the day. He takes advantage of the rich color temperature changes
during the two periods and builds a unique charm to Yancheng.

As a photographer, he never forgets his social responsibility, namely, serving the society with photography. Whether for the publicity
of urban construction or the natural sceneries of his hometown, he devotes himself to them with heart and soul and is obsessed with
pursuing, which made a very good example for young photographers of the contemporary era. As some people say, good sceneries of
Wujin have all been photographed by Gu Ming, which indicates that he's very familiar with the sceneries of his hometown. | understand
the meaning of the praise, that's to say, Gu Ming has spent a lot of time in the photograph creation on the theme of hometown and made
many achievements. | still remember that his works have won big prize in the national photography exhibition themed "Flower capital and
water town, romantic Wuijin" for three successive times. This surely can't separate from his persistent pursuing, diligence and attentive-
ness.

Recently | have learnt from talk with some photograph fans, Gu Ming has created works to record the two years of flower expo
construction before the 8th flower expo was held in Wuijin. He has recorded what happens on the construction site of "Flower expo",
chatted with workers and visited the dorms of the workers. He was very patient and regularly drove to West Taihu Lake to create works.It's
obvious that the artistic creation not only requires sincerity, but also patience. Gu Ming is very excellent in all these traits, which makes
him an outstanding photographer both wonderful in virtue and talent.

| wish that Gu Ming's photograph works will make a bigger achievement and | am willing to continue to sing a praise for him.

Tang Desheng
October 8, 2013

(Tang Desheng, the winner of the highest national award "Golden Award of China Photographer Society", the vice chairman of
Photographer Association of Jiangsu Province, the chairman of Photographer Association of Changzhou City)
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Four Seasons of Yancheng, Depicting Picturesque Tranquility

My hometown Wuijin has a tranquil and beautiful, simple and mysterious quiet land—-Yancheng. This is a historic site of ground city
with a history of more than 2,500 years. Here one can find a unique building system featuring three cities and three rivers entangled with
each other, which is one and the only one in China and even in the world. Here, every flower, grass and tree gives off the culture of
Spring—autumn Period and an enchanting breath.

In spring of Yancheng, | wander at the quiet cruise terminal to scrutinize the photographing angle . Antique canoes in the inner city
river are floating on the river (the canoes are cultural relics unearthed in Yancheng in 1950s). The light green willows at the river are reflect—
ed in the water. Gallinula chloropus are swimming or playing on the water, which adds some warmth and peace to the tranquil historic site
of Yancheng. Plum flowers are blossoming at the branches while the hoopoes are flying in the trees. The sleeping lotuses in the pond show
round tender leaves, resembling the paintings of Monnai. Buds grow out of the reeds in the wetland. One cannot help imagining the scenes
described in the Book of Songs.

As the summer comes, the historic site is covered with green. Newly-wed couples are enjoying romantic moments while taking
wedding photos on the bridge at the river. And some children are playing with water pistol at the river. The cicadas are singing in the trees
while the dragonflies are flying at the pond. The summer at Jiangnan is always so sweltering, while it's so cool at the historic site of
Yancheng. Perhaps it's because the three cities and three rivers block the hot wind away, or perhaps the Lark Princess are lighting fanning
a fan. The mottled sunlight is moving while the color temperature is changing.

In the morning fog of the autumn, Yancheng is shrouded in the enchanting aura. Village folks are doing morning exercise in threes
and fives. The workers are trimming the trees and cutting away the weeds in the historic site. Sitting in front of the "Thatched Cottage of
Sun Wu", people are very pleased to take a rest while scanning the pictures in the camera. In the cool and refreshing autumn, lovers are
making intimate posture one after another. The sunset is splashed on the broad leaves of mulberry trees. And an unknown big bird flies
out suddenly and enters another forest with a scream.

In the winter morning, it's foggy on the water. The wild ducks are swimming, whose leisure shadow against the light makes it appear
more tranquil. Even in the cold winter, the thin ice which is not melt away in the morning appears so crystal in the morning rays. If it's a
snowing day, it'd be more like a poem and picture. No one dares to leave his or her foot prints on it, which might disturb the pure picture.
No one is willing to touch the ice under the eaves of the thatched cottage. They record the rare thing vividly with the big aperture of their
camera. On sunny days, the yellowish brown hue gives off archaic rhyme. At dusk, the picture of warm tone appears warm and sweet.

| also like the Spring—autumn Paradise, which is most suitable for taking photos of humanity topics. Here, you can find the vitality of
youth, the innocence of kids and the happiness of families. Staying in the ancient streets, you seem to go back to the past. | also often take
snapshots at the cultural streets, TCM streets and food streets of Yancheng. Especially on the food street, you can taste special signature
dishes of Wuijin region, such as the traditional shredded radish balls and escargots | ate back in my childhood. It’ s a win-win that you take
a photo of the delicious food as well as taste them.

These years, Yancheng is the place I've created the most works during my free time. I've aimed my camera at the sceneries of the
home. | can carefully appreciate the sceneries at my side and my love for the sceneries here grows with days. Every time when | walk into
the historic site of Yancheng, its delicately beautiful quality will always make me enchanted. The poem and the picture give off a breath of
folk style and elegance. Perhaps it's not so spacious as Northwestern China and is not so graceful as West Lake. However, here gives off
the culture of Spring—autumn Period, which is dignified and delicate. Presently, I've picked hundreds of my photographs to form a collec—
tion, which is a summary for the themed photographing of Yancheng during these years.

I'd like to thank "Hometown of Photograph" for its culture guidance for my creation, especially the care and guidance of Mr. Tang
Desheng, a famous photographer, and the support and encouragement of Mr. Jiang Jianwen for my photograph creation. I'd like express
gratitude to Mr. Wang Caizhong for his planning and contribution to my collection of works.

Gu Ming
October 10, 2013

(Gu Ming, member of China Photographers Association )
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