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Preface

To help students enhance their Chinese
vocabulary and pass the HSK test, we have planned
and compiled the series “Frequency-based HSK
Vocabulary” according to the Chinese Proficiency
Test Syllabus as well as the test papers of the HSK
examinations over the past years.

The series consists of four volumes, namely,
Level 1-3, Level 4, Level 5 and Level 6. Each
volume includes eight language versions: Chinese-
English, Chinese-French, Chinese-Spanish,
Chinese-Russian, Chinese-Arabic, Chinese-
Japanese, Chinese-Korean and Chinese-Thai. The
series includes all 5000 words and expressions
required by the test syllabus based on their
frequency of appearance in HSK examinations. With
the assistance of computers, the words’ exact number
of appearances are counted according to which
they are sequenced in the books. This will make it
easier for the students to pick up the key words and
expressions and study them in a more methodical
and effective way. The series, as a set of vocabulary
books tailored for the HSK examinations, has the
following features:

@ It breaks the traditional way of listing the
syllabus vocabulary in alphabetical order by giving
an accurate count and analysis to the words and



expressions that have appeared in past HSK tests
and sequencing them based on their frequency of
appearance, in order to provide a methodical basis
for students to allocate their time and highlight
the emphases when it comes to mastering these
vocabulary words.

@ [t provides a reasonable layout for Chinese
characters, pinyin, part-of-speech and English
explanations. These items under each vocabulary
entry are meticulously designed so as to make it
more convenient for students to memorize the new
word; they don’t need to use any objects to cover
the English explanations while trying to memorize
the vocabulary, nor do they have to cover the pinyin
as they learn the Chinese characters.

@® Practical sample sentences following closely
the structure of those in real tests are provided.
Each entry is accompanied by one or two sample
sentences which are quite similar in language style
to those in HSK examinations. Hence the students
can easily adapt to the real test and obtain a deeper
understanding of the key test points. In this sense.
vocabulary memorization will directly yield good
examination result.

It’s worthy to mention that the “super-high
frequency” and “high frequency” vocabulary words
are admittedly of great importance. yet there are still
many “zero-frequency” vocabulary words which
are required by the test syllabus but have never
appeared in HSK examinations before. Students
should be alerted to these words, as it’s likely that



in future examinations, such words and expressions
may become test points.

Furthermore, polysyllabic and polysemic
words are arranged in the series in accordance with
the Chinese Proficiency Test Svllabus so that students
don’t have to worry about these special words.

To sum it up, we hope the “Frequency-based
HSK Vocabulary™ series will help pave the way for
students to master Chinese vocabulary and pass the
HSK examinations.
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