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Preface

Built in March in 1949, Liaoyang No.l Middle School is one of the provincial model schools, which consists
of Chinese Students and Tibetan students. It was selected as one of the first key schools of Liaoning Province
in 1981. According to strategic policy of providing intellectual aid to Tibet formulated by the Central Party
Committee and Central government in 1985,the government of the Liaoning Province determined to establish
Tibetan classes in Liaoyang No.l1 Middle School. During the past 17 years,the staff of No. 1 Middle School took
the great trust of Tibetan people and Central Government, and embraced groups of Tibetan students who came
from the roof of the world.With a teacher’s great responsibility and a loving mother’s kind heart, we gave
the students our disinterested love to make them fully experience the solicitude from the Communist Party and
the Central Government. At present, more than 1,300 Tibetan students have graduated from school and about
600 students are still at shool. We have been conforming to the policy of “three aims”delivered by Mr. Deng
Xiaoping, and implementing fully the Communist Party’s education policy and national policy.Focused on the
quality education, we made great effort to explore rules of ethnic education and to study characteristics of
ethnic education. Our works achieved success. We won all kinds of commendations of city and provincial levels
for more than 60 times, and we also won the honorary title of “National advanced unit of ethnic solidification
and progress” which was awarded by State Department, State Ethnic Committee and Government of T.A.R for
4 times. Now Liaoyang No.l Middle School has become the cradle of talented Tibetan.

Fine Arts education is one of the aspects in the whole teaching program of Liaoyang No. | Middle Schoc;l.
With great effort of teachers, the students’ art works won lots of prizes in the national, provincial and city
contests. There are nearly 200 works of art in this collection, and the works just come from some 12-14—year—
old students who are from Naqu prefecture and Shannan prefecture of Tibet. Tibetan people’ s gracious and
sonorous character has been presented in their works,and it made us experience the Tibetan children’s simple,
modest and direct personality as well as their abundant imaginations and creative powers. These works are the
true portrait of their real feelings and inner world, like a pastoral song rever berating on the vast plateau.‘

This collection is the achievement of quality education implemented in Liaoyang No.l Middle. It showes the
effort of the teachers and the solicitude of leaders at all levels to Tibetan class. In this respect, we would like
to express our heartfelt thanks for the supports from the Ministry of Education, Ethnic Education Department
of the Ministry of Education, T.A.R Government, Liaoning Province and Liaoyang City Government. We
dedicate this collection to people who care for the undertaking of ethnic education, and we hope the flower of
ethnic education will be blooming forever.

March, 2002
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The Sincere Ode From Qingzang Plateau (preface)

Here is the contemporary culture based on accient belief and totemism;
Here contains ancient folk stories and fairy tales;
Here is a place with special geographical scenes, irregulary changed clouds and mysterious folk customs.

They are honest and unbending, sincere and broad—minded. They are not rich but faithful. They are richly
bejewelled, seeking for perfect life; They are backward and many people even can't read, but they can recite
very long scripture fluently. To the bitter and astringent life, they show their piety. They live in simple, cold
and ‘detached environment, but they own their own culture sediment and culture bottom.

When I first opened this collection, I was astounded. The children's unusual pursuit of arts, the special
expression and language of life, their daring aspiration, their open—mindedness, the subjective experience of art
model and colour are uncomparable by children inner land. Here we see: the clash betwteen conventional culture
and contemporary culture, the opposition and adjustment of ancient thinking methods and highly—developped
reality, the existance and mutual supplement of nature and human creation. The Tibetan students in Liaoyang
No.1 Middle School came from distant Qingzang Plateau and here they took a turn in life and subsistance.
Everything is unfamiliar, like a dream, and also mysterious and odd. They are at a loss and what they can do
is resort to imagination and excavate their feelings. They want to communicate but the language becomes the
hindrance. It is fine arts class, arts data and arts creations that help them go beyond space and time and step
into contemporary culture and life, mingling with the sociaty belonging to them. They create all the things that
awakening in their minds as they state their own feelings, yell out their desires and display their national
colorful lives. They are the new Tibetans woken up by the new century. '

Their art works are in the best status of arts. The heroic spirit and open—minded freedom have the
enthusiasm just as water flowing from the montain falling down from thousands of miles high. They are
entirely free and act on themselves. They are not famous artists but they have lofty sentiments and the
temperament of artists. Their clay sculptures, engravings and drawings are by no means inferior to those famous
artists' works. So I think the art needs children's true heart that can't be found in many artists. The artists are
so much burdened with reality that their true hearts have become complicated and their works distorted with
socialization and group effect. The unique character of works becomes poor.

The collection is the crystallization of their hard works although it may be not so exquisite. They give us
so many thoughts. From burgeoning bud to final completion, art should be like this.

When I began to write something for this collection I felt complex in my mind. Facing with such an
excellent result, I thought of, naturally, about the teachers and headmaster who have taught the children and
cared about them. I thought of our country and people's effort and the best hope for the children. These new
type students won't forget this. Maybe among them will spring out new Picasso, Van Gogh and Martis:-

We pay a deep respect to the Tibetan students of Liaoyang No.l Middle School.

Li Xiuzhong
June 17,2002 Shenyang
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Black and white in color is a kind of pure and straight depiction, the simplicity of which contains
a great visual impact and shock. A brilliant sunshine sparkles between black and white. These black—
and—white engravings are comprehensive, pure and powerful in representation, having a strong artistic
appeal with a kind of naive and direct beauty. Though some of the works are still immature, they
express to us a feeling from the Plateau, a strong love and passion for their hometown.
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