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PREFACE ../

The quality of logistic centers frequently
suffers from a stepmotherly treatment
the property is often developed with low
budgets. erected in disconsolate locations
and receljves little design attention. However,
logistic premises with- a distinctive design.
materialization. detailing and liveability do not
necessarily need to cost more. The challenge
lies in applying the available resources as
smartly as possible. A rational. modular
construction layout and a suitable industrial
design and construction method increase the
efficiency of the process and the final result
They limit the realization time and the costs
so that there is budgetary scope for more
quality. A comprehensive analysis of the user
process can lead to a building concept that
Is considerably more functional. A rational
ordering of functions can often help in day-to-

day company operations

Whereas the liveability of logistic estates
and premises is normally at a minimum level,
more attention to this domain also pays off.
The people on the workplace floor must be
able to work in a comfortable climate with a
',gpod incidence of daylight. as much natural

ventilation as possible and a good view of
the surroundings. Inner gardens. patios or
roof gardens offer a pleasant view and make
it possible to stay outside without having to
mingle directly with long rows of cars. Spatial
differentiation also forms an important aspect

of the liveability and workability of a location

In addition. @ modular set-up and implementation
guarantee a large degree of sustainability and
flexibility. Because there is seldom a budget
for any over-dimensioning. it is always wise
to anticipate on how the premises could be
extended at a later date and how any extra
floor space can be realized either internally or
externally If required. Moreover. the modular
layout also leads to a completely open floor
surface that can be freely arranged This allows
the possibility of diverse interior configurations
and variable use. by one or several users,
which has a favourable effect upon the lifespan
of a building. Besides. industrial construction
techniques can stimulate sustainability in the
field of construction technique and operations.
especially when they are combined with smart

engineering and progressive climate concepts. -
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PREFACE .. ~

Looking at the gateways to almost any city. it is
evident that something has changed: Industry,
commerce and distribution, which used to be
located near waterways. urban centers or
railroads have taken over a new territory — the

suburban roadside ‘corridors .

Every single company is striving for maximum
exposure, by competing for a location next to
the main traffic arteries. But when the desired
high-visibility location is secured. what is it that
gets built there for all to see? Surprisingly.
most often it is a quite banal big-box structure -
sometimes In an unusual color, sometimes
with the addition of an ‘architectural’ gimmick,
and invariably equipped with a huge sign.

These constructions are making a visible
Impact on the landscape and the surroundings
of our cities. but what kind of architecture
do they represent? Is this a desirable form
of urbanism, or are the formerly green
outskirts becoming littered with second-rate

developments?

Perhaps it is important to point out that the
distinction between when a structure may
be called architecture, and when it is mere
building. is not a question of form: It is not
about how good a design looks. but rather
how it works, what it sets out to do. and in
Wwhat way it gives quality to its users. In this
nght even roadside industrial architecture
should be judged upon its performance. and
not solely its appearance.

t is also a factor that when working with
industrially scaled bullding designs, it Is easy to
become fascinated by their dimensions, their
dynamics and their more unusual components.
The best examples of industrial architecture
that come to mind were indeed created
by embracing the scale and nature of the
large complexes, rather than trying to deny
their impact - this fascination can become a

powerful design driver.

Behind the impressiveness of the conveyors.
the trucks. the cranes etc. there is however
always the equally important level of human
scale. and designing successful structures like
these becomes a question of balancing these
two scales - and keeping In mind that these
buildings are not primarily made for machines,
but for humans, However much automatics
and robotics prevail. industrial buildings are still
workplaces for people. and there is no reason
why these workplaces should be of lesser

guality than any other working environment

Combined with the fact that these types of
buildings also offer the potential for large-
scale energy savings and ecological rethinking,
pecause of their land-consumption. construction
size. energy demand. use of materials and need for
infrastructure, it is apparent that good design ethos

and logic in the industrial sector can make a real

difference - and turn what might have been
banal into exciting architecture.
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This is the seond logistie bullding of the international shiéﬁi@g mmﬁaw’?ﬁtz .

Caesarea business park Qur nspration for this logistics center was a closed.
package one of many delivered by Fritz worldwide, with horizortal strips of
windows that add continuity like ribbons. To incorparate the dynamic nature
of the company we rounded all the eages and used High gloss cutting edge
miaterials that reflect the movement of elements around the building
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