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HE original.idea of this Volume was set forth by Dr. -
T Arthur H. Smith in a p:{per in'the Chinese Recorder
 of August, 1905, entitled ‘‘A Centennial [History of
Protestant Missions in China.””  As he was the person originally

:oxpectc(l to do the work, his remar ks. will be of interest,
They were.as follow :~—

“The General Commlttec in charge of the arrangements for the
Conference of 1907 are planning for the compilation of a compendl-
ous summary of the work of all the societies working in the Empire, '
It was at first proposed to commit. this task to a single individual,
but when the matter was discussed in a special meeting held Mdy
22nd, 1905, the utter 1mpract1cab1hty, of the uudertakmg was re-
cognized.” - : £ :

] There is no single mdw1dual whatever his acquamtance with *
China, who could survey the whole immense field with so minute
and comprebensive a vision as to be able to present it as a co-
ordinated and:harmonious whole. Were there no other difficulty
the limitation of time ‘would be a fatal bar to success. Under these
_ circumstances it was unanimously voted -to attempt the task by -an
entirely different process. The Committee is’ commuuicatmg with
the Zome management of all the different sbeieties concerned, and is
asking each one to.arrange for the preparation of a stccinet sum-
mary of its own individual work in China ; “all-the manuscripts to be
sent to Shanghai to be edited, and eventually published in a volume
(or volumes), which will then become a complete, an authentic, and

a ‘permanently. valuable history. of Protestant mxssxons in China for
a century.”’ .

~ ]

'In accordance with this idea; circulafs were sent to all the
Home authorities asking for cuccmct historical summaries. At
first these were to be limited to 4,000 words each, but this was-
modified in a subsequent cirecular to an aewverage limit of 4,000
words, the older. Societies being given more space, and the

others wamed that their matter might have to be edltonally
curtaﬂed -

- On .Tntmary 23rd 1:906, 1 wa mted to the pos‘t of
Ed‘tol‘lﬂl Secmtary of thc volume. ! Tt 559.3 soon ev1dent that

.
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if the work was to be ‘printed in time for the Centenary Con-
ference, it was useless to depend on material sent from home.
Few sent reports,. few sent anything, some referred us to their
missions in the field. Circulars’ were then sent out in China,
detailing the precise nature and form of matter needed. At
successive decorous intevvals,..various other hartatory papers
were gent-out to stimulate the tm'dy ' '
The results are found in this volume. Phanks'are due (o
all who have-contribmed to the suceessful completion of the
great task.  DBut no authorities are given s‘th a rule.  For re-
vision, re~writing, re-typing, condensation, enlargement, filling
of gaps, uniformity, summary ‘headings and sub-headings and
‘éspecially the Appendix, the Editor agsumes entire responsibility.
There are of course some discrepancies in the length of the
* Sketches, but if more and earlicr material had Leen sent, s0me
of these defects might have been remedied. Some errors have .
_crept in, and the Editor will be grateful if these are .pointed
out for rectification in a future edition. Only space and time
rplevented more elaborate 1ndexes : | '
. The Statistics gathered were passed on to Rev. W. Nelson

. Bltton, of the London MISSIOH" who complled the large table,
_ -wh1ch 1s the final authonty on ﬁgures. SRR

10— -

| | - = D. MACGILLIVRAY.
SHANGHAIL March 23rd, 1907.
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A CENTURY OF MISSIONS IN CHINA:

méTORIQAL SKETCHES,

LONDON MISSIONARY BDGIETY (8 % ﬁ')

(qu'r PRO’I‘ESTANT Socrryk O FN‘PER CHINA, 1807)

Headqnarfers ' 16 New Bridge St., Loudon Farezg'n Secrelaries,

Rev. R..Wardlaw Thompson, Rev. George Cousins. Chiefly .

supported by the Congregqtnonal Chun.hes of Grcal Brltmn and
Austrdlia. .

Missions in China : Cantouf Hongkong, Amoy, Shanghai,

‘Hankow, Hunan, West China,Peking and Tientsin,
Missionaries, 58m:, 22k, ; church members, 14,748 ; entered China,
1807 5 native agenls; 486 (figures for 1904).

ORIQiﬁ  Very soon after the orgamzatlou of the L. M S. in

‘ 1795. the atteutlou of the churches of England wds drawu to China
by the discovery: of an aucm:.t Chinese manuscript in the British
Museum

| This was discovered by t‘he Rev. W. Moseley, a Congregational minister.

It contained the greater part of the New Testament, but by mistake had been
lettered Evangelia Quatlnor S‘m:cc On a blauk leaf is this note »—*f This
transcript was made at Canton in 1737 and 1738, by order of Mr, Hodgson, who
says it has been colluted with great care and found very correct, given to him
by Sir Hauns Sloane, Bart., in 1739.” —The_collectfon of Sir Hans was the

foundation of the ljﬁlﬁs—h Museum, Mr, Moseley' pu“blmhed a treatise on -

translating the "Seriptures into Chinoese, . In 1805 ‘Sir G T. Staunton was
thought to be the only Englishman whe knew Chinese. His book on Lord

Macartney's Embassy to Peking came out in 1798 and must have drawn

‘people’s attention to China.

o S

1 Hlstoncal Stmmary

ROBERT MORRISON (B i B. —In the year 1805 . Mr.'

~ Hardcastle, the then Treasurer of the London Missionary Society,
: led the attention 65 the Directors of that interdenominational
ciety to the spiritual need of China, and -suggested to them the
occupatlon of this. field. A plan was prepared by wl:uch a mtssxon
* BEvORE eru'mmuu . Nestorian missionaries tamayin A D. 505.° The tablet of Hsi-
ngan-fu, unéarthed in 1623, is dated 78t. The Roman C‘atho& John Corvino, cnme in 1292,

vier died A’ xm In 1747 the: R. Catholics suffered -se tions. Legge*n
- Neitorian Ta Z;m ‘History of Christlanity ia Chin

11



