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Abstract

This book discusses the theories and methods of China’s cultural
transformation in recent times. Many major issues, which had never been
raised by most Chinese scholars before, have been demonstrated cleatly in this
book. For example, the author proposes that China’s cultural transformation
in recent times is essentially changing from a medieval culture adapted to
the monarchical autocratic system of unified centralized power to a modern
culture suited to a democratic system based on people’s self-governance,
from a culture suppressing individuality and exalting the dominance
of Confucianism to a new culture cherishing freedom and advocating
individuality. A research on this transformation should mainly provide
a fairand clear description of the basic trajectory of the transformation
and, in the meantime, bring to light the extrinsic conditions and intrinsic
mechanisms of such transformation. Moreover, based on his research over
the years, the author puts forward that changes of modern China’s thoughts
and culture show two major trends, worldization and individualization. Such
ideals as science and democracy are nothing but results of the development
of such major trends. Therefore, the modern transformation of Chinese
culture depends ultimately the degree of china’s worldization and the level of
individual liberation and the development of individual creativity.

Filled with bewilderment, modern Chinese people have been involved in
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Contents

conflicts between Chinese and Western culture, ancient and modern culture,
the old and the new for over one century. Only by the development of
worldization and individualism can we get out of confusion and rebuild up
confidence in our own culture, so as to strengthen our cultural mentality and
foster our self-confidence based on the positive interaction between national

culture and other cultures.
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