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1.1 The Invention of the Computer

It is hard to say exactly when the modern computer was invented. Starting in the 1930s and
through the 1940s, a number of machines were developed that were like computers. But most of
these machines did not have all the characteristics that we associate with computers today. These
characteristics are that the machine is electronic, that it has a stored program, and that it is general
purpose.

One of the first computerlike devices was developed in Germany by Konrad Zuse in 1941.
Called the Z3, it was general-purpose, stored-program machine with many electronic parts, but it had
a mechanical memory. Another electromechanical computing machine was developed by Howard
Aiken, with financial assistance from IBM, at Harvard University in 1943. It was called the
Automatic Sequence Control Calculator Mark I, or simply the Harvard Mark 1. Neither of these
machines was a true computer, however, because they were not entirely electronic.

1.1.1 The ENIAC

Perhaps the most influential of the early computerlike devices was the Electronic Numerical
Integrator and Computer, or ENIAC. It was developed by J. Presper Eckert and John Mauchly at the
University of Pennsylvania. The project began in 1943 and was completed in 1946. The machine
was huge; it weighed 30 tons and contained over 18,000 vacuum tubes.

The ENIAC was a major advancement for its time. It was the first general-purpose, electronic
computing machine and was capable of performing thousands of operations per second. It was
controlled, however, by switches and plugs that had to be manually set. Thus, although it was a
general-purpose electronic device, it did not have a stored program. Therefore, it did not have all the
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characteristics of a computer.

While working on the ENIAC, Eckert and Mauchly were joined by a brilliant mathematician,
John von Neuman. Together, they developed the idea of a stored program computer. This machine,
called the Electronic Discrete Variable Automatic Computer, or EDVAC, was the first machine
whose design included all the characteristics of a computer. It was not completed, however, until
1951.

Before the EDVAC was finished, several other machines were built that incorporated clements
of the EDVAC design of Eckert, Mauchly, and von Neuman. One was the Electronic Delay Storage
Automatic Computer, or EDSAC, which was developed in Cambridge, Eagland. It first operated in
May of 1949 and is probably the world’s first electronic stored-program, general-purpose comyputer
to become operational. The first computer to operate in the United States was the Binary Automatic
Computer, or BINAC, which became operational in August of 1949.

1.1.2 The UNIVACI

Like other computing pioneers before them, Eckert and Mauchly formed a company in 1947 to
develop a commercial computer. The company was called the Eckert-Mauchly Computer
Corporation. Their objective was to design and build the Universal Automatic Computer or UNIVAC.
Because of difficulties of getting financial support, they had to sell the company to Remington Rand
in 1950. Eckert and Mauchly continued to work on the UNIVAC at Remington Rand and completed
itin 1951. Known as the UNIVAC I, this machine was the first commercially available computer.

The first UNIVAC I was delivered to the Census Bureau and used for the 1950 census. The
second UNIVAC I was used to predict that Dwight Eisenhower would win the 1952 presidential
election, less than an hour after the polls closed. The UNIVAC I began the modern of computer use.

New Words & Expressions

computerlike a. TEHLLLK electromechanical  a. HLEFI, HAHLH

vacuum tubes EFE Census Bureau A D&

thousands of F{T_E 5 known as B FTULE, Dleeeo- R
Abbreviations

ENIAC (Electronic Numerical Integrator and Computer ) HL T #4541, ENIAC 5L
EDSAC (Electronic Delay Storage Automatic Computer) EIRF7ff BT H Bt 541

BINAC (Binary Automatic Computer) il H 541

UNIVAC (Universal Automatic Computer) i Ff} B zhit541

1.2 Computer Generations

Since the UNIVAC I compu ers have evolved rapidly. Their evolution has been the result of
changes in technology that have occurred regularly. These changes have resulted in four main



generations of computers.

1.2.1 First-Generation Computers: 1951~1958

First-generation computers were characterized by the use of vacuum tubes as their principal
electronic component. Vacuum tubes are bulky and produce a lot of heat, so first-generation
computers were large and required extensive air conditioning to keep them cool. In addition, because
vacuum tubes do not operate very fast, these computers were relatively slow.

The UNIVAC I was the first commercial computer in this generation. As noted earlier, it was
used in the Census Bureau in 1951. It was also the first computer to be used in a business application.
In 1954, General Electric took delivery of a UNIVAC I and used it for some of its business data
processing.

The UNIVAC I was not the most popular first-generation computer, however. This honor goes
to the IBM 650. It was first delivered in 1955 before Remington Rand could come out with a
successor to the UNIVAC 1. With the IBM 650, IBM captured the majority of the computer market, a
position it still holds today.

At the same time that hardware was evolving, software was developing. The first computers
were programmed in machine language, but during the first computer generation, the idea of
programming language translation and high-level languages occurred. Much of the credit for these
ideas goes to Grace Hopper, who, as a Navy lieutenant in 1945, learned to program the Harvard
Mark 1. In 1952, she developed the first programming language translator, followed by others in later
years. She also developed a language called Flow-matic in 1957, which formed the basis for
COBOL, the most commonly used business programming language today.

Other software developments during the first computer generation include the design of the
FORTRAN programming language in 1957. This language became the first widely used high-level
language. Also, the first simple operating systems became available with first-generation computers.

1.2.2 Second-Generation Computers: 1959~1963

In the second generation of computers, transistors replaced vacuum tubes. Although invented in
1948, the first all-transistor computer did not become available until 1959. Transistors are smaller
and less expensive than vacuum tubes, and they operate faster and produce less heat. Hence, with
second-generation computers, the size and cost of computers decreased, their speed increased, and
their air-conditioning needs were reduced.

Many companies that had not previously sold computer entered the industry with the second
generation. One of these companies that still makes computers is Control Data Corporation (CDC).
They were noted for making high-speed computers for scientific work.

Remintong Rand, now called Sperr-Rand Corporation, made several second-generation
UNIVAC computers. IBM, however, continued to dominate the industry. One of the most popular
second-generation computers was the IBM 1401, which was a medium-sized computer used by
many businesses.

Chapter 1 The History and Future of Computers { 3 3
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All computers at this time were mainframe computers costing over a million dollars. The first
minicomputer became available in 1960 and cost about $120,000. This was the PDP-1,
manufactured by Digital Equipment Corporation (DEC).

Software also continued to develop during this time. Many new programming languages were
designed, including COBOL in 1960. More and more businesses and organizations were beginning
to use computers for their data processing needs.

1.2.3 Third-Generation Computers: 1964~1970

The technical development that marks the third generation of computers is the use of integrated
circuits or ICs in computers. An integrated circuit is a piece of silicon (a chip) containing numerous
transistors. One IC replaces many transistors in a computer; result in a continuation of the trends
begun in the second generation. These trends include reduced size, reduced cost, increased speed,
and reduced need for air conditioning.

Although integrated circuits were invented in 1958, the first computers to make extensive use
of them were not available until 1964. In that year, IBM introduced a line of mainframe computers
called the System/360. The computers in this line became the most widely used third-generation
machines. There were many models in the System/360 line, ranging from small, relatively slow, and
inexpensive ones, to large, very fast, and costly models. All models, however, were compatible so
that programs written for one model could be used on another. This feature of compatibility across
many computers in a line was adopted by other manufacturers of third-generation computers.

The third computer generation was also the time when minicomputers became widespread. The
most popular model was the PDP-8, manufactured by DEC. Other companies, including Data
General Corporation and Hewlett-Packard Company, introduced minicomputers during the third
generation. ¥

The principal software development during the third computer generation was the increased
sophistication of operating systems. Although simple operating systems were developed for first-and
second-generation computers, many of the features of modemn operating systems first appeared
during the third generation. These include multiprogramming, virtual memory, and time-sharing. The
first operating systems were mainly batch systems, but during the third generation, interactive
systems, especially on minicomputers, became common. The BASIC programming language was
designed in 1964 and became popular during the third computer generation because of its interactive
nature.

1.2.4 Fourth—Generation Computers: 1971 ~ ?

The fourth generation of computers is more difficult to define than the other three generations.
This generation is characterized by more and more transistors being contained on a silicon chip. First
there was Large Scale Integration (LSI), with hundreds and thousands of transistors per chip, then
came Very Large Scale Integration (VLSI), with tens of thousands and hundreds of thousands of
transistors. The trend continues today.



Although not everyone agrees that there is a fourth computer generation, those that do feel that
it began in 1971, when IBM introduced its successors to the System/360 line of computers. These
mainframe computers were called the System/370, and current-model IBM computers, although not
called System/370s, evolved directly from these computers.

Minicomputers also proliferated during the fourth computer generation. The most popular lines
were the DEC PDP-11 models and the DEC VAX, both of which are available in various models
today.

Supercomputers first became prominent in the fourth generation. Although many companies,
including IBM and CDC, developed high-speed computers for scientific work, it was not until Cray
Research, Inc., introduced the Cray 1 in 1975 that supercomputers became significant. Today,
supercomputers are an important computer classification.

Perhaps the most important trend that began in the fourth generation is the proliferation of
microcomputers. As more and more transistors were put on silicon chips, it eventually became
possible to put an entire computer processor, called a microprocessor, on a chip. The first computer
to use microprocessors became available in the mid-1970s. The first microcomputer designed for
personal use was the Altair, which was sold in 1975. The first Apple computer, marketed with the
IBM PC in 1981. Today, microcomputers far outnumber all other types of computers combined.

Software development during the fourth computer generation started off with little change from
the third generation. Operating systems were gradually improved, and new languages were designed.
Database software became widely used during this time. The most important trend, however,
resulted from the microcomputer revolution. Packaged software became widely available for
microcomputers so that today most software is purchased, not developed from scratch.

1.2.5 Generationless Computers

We may have defined our last generation of computers and begun the era of generationless
computers. Even though computer manufacturers talk of “fifth” and “sixth”-generation computers,
this talk is more a marketing play than a reflection of reality.

Advocates of the concept of generationless computers say that even though technological
innovations are coming in rapid succession, no single innovation is, or will be, significant enough to
characterize another generation of computers.

New Words & Expressions

resultin  FE, ATFERER air conditioning &I

take delivery of IEF gL -+ Navy lieutenant  #¢% LB}
high-level language HZiES mainframe n. EHL, KEHL

more and more R L ) range from ...to... MeeeesoFleseees
multiprogramming n. L IEREF T time-share n. 47, HF[EIFEE
virtual memory  FEHUPA 7F from scratch Mk FFG

compatible a. HEAMI; compatibility n. AN outnumber vt. HHil#L, thee%
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start off v. Mk, FFif proliferate v. M4 ¥ HL

Abbreviations

COBOL (Common Business-Oriented Language) 1 [ i ML @ E S
DEC (Digital Equipment Corporation) 3% E#(# & & A 7

LSI (Large Scale Integrated Circuit) A HUASSE AL B #%

VLSI (Very Large Scale Integrated Circuit) 48 AR A HL %

Notes

1. IBM introduced a line of mainframe computers called the System/360. IBM ARHEH T — A
System/360 HIKEHHENLARF, LAL line 8 RFIF= M.

Reading Material: Classes of Computing Applications and Their Characteristics

Although a common set of hardware technologies is used in computers ranging from smart
home appliances to cell phones to the largest supercomputers, these different applications have
different design requirements and employ the core hardware technologies in different ways. Broadly
speaking, computers are used in three different classes of applications.

Personal computers (PCs) are possibly the best known form of computing, which readers of
this book have likely used extensively. Personal computers emphasize delivery of good performance
to single users at low cost and usually execute third-party soft ware. This class of computing drove
the evolution of many computing technologies, which is only about 35 years old!

Servers are the modern form of what were once much larger computers, and are usually
accessed only via a network. Servers are oriented to carrying large workloads, which may consist of
either single complex applications—usually a scientific or engineering application—or handling
many small jobs, such as would occur in building a large web server. These applications are usually
based on software from another source (such as a database or simulation system), but are often
modified or customized for a particular function. Servers are built from the same basic technology as
desktop computers, but provide for greater computing, storage, and input/output capacity. In general,
servers also place a greater emphasis on dependability, since a crash is usually more costly than it
would be on a single user PC.

Servers span the widest range in cost and capability. At the low end, a server may be little more
than a desktop computer without a screen or keyboard and cost a thousand dollars. These low-end
servers are typically used for file storage, small business applications, or simple web serving. At the
other extreme are supercomputers, which at the present consist of tens of thousands of processors
and manyterabytes of memory, and cost tens to hundreds of millions of dollars. Supercomputers are
usually used for high-end scientific and engineering calculations, such as weather forecasting, oil
exploration, protein structure determination, and other large-scale problems. Although such
supercomputers represent the peak of computing capability, they represent a relatively small fraction



of the servers and a relatively small fraction of the overall computer market in terms of total revenue.

Embedded computers are the largest class of computers and span the widest range of applications
and performance. Embedded computers include the microprocessors found in your car, the computers in a
television set, and the networks of processors that control a modern airplane or cargo ship. Embedded
computing systems are designed to run one application or one set of related applications that are normally
integrated with the hardware and delivered as a single system; thus, despite the large number of
embedded computers, most users never really see that they are using a computer!

Embedded applications often have unique application requirements that combine a minimum
performance with stringent limitations on cost or power. For example, consider a music player: the
processor need only be as fast as necessary to handle its limited function, and beyond that,
minimizing cost and power are the most important objectives. Despite their low cost, embedded
computers oft en have lower tolerance for failure, since the results can vary from upsetting (when
your new television crashes) to devastating (such as might occur when the computer in a plane or
cargo ship crashes). In consumer-oriented embedded applications, such as a digital home appliance,
dependability is achieved primarily through simplicity—the emphasis is on doing one function as
perfectly as possible. In large embedded systems, techniques of redundancy from the server world
are oft en employed. Although this book focuses on general-purpose computers, most concepts apply
directly, or with slight modifications, to embedded computers.

Many embedded processors are designed using processor cores, a version of a processor written
in a hardware description language, such as Verilog or VHDL. The core allows a designer to
integrate other application-specific hardware with the processor core for fabrication on a single chip.

New Words & Expressions

saerver n. R%#% fabrication n. JkIK(10'%)F;
workload n. TAEE database n. FHEFE

low-end a. {3 high-end a. ¥

stringent  adj. EH%H) terabytes n. f#illi#

processor n. [i1]4bFH A% Verilog n. —FEH4HEAES
Abbreviations

VHDL (VHSic hadware description language) /&£ B B BRI - R B 5
P IEEAYRE A

PR ARRH LR R, BEEGERNE, BRAKAZ . WEhiESL. FREIENERZ. A
L3 SN

— ERKA%

PO ERBURMER, HEE™, HE—-AEEES =N MEER AN, IFE
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8 ) HEMELIEE (FZH)

Do FERIERS, DAUEIRPUE I RBRE LR K6, A REREIERE, BRI,
X R ZRACH) B R EOEXE R H , T BB AE R A 7k n CA R, BAE DUEARK,
WER Sy . Bl

Factories will not buy machines unless they believe that the machine will produce goods that
they are able to sell to consumers at a price that will cover all cost.

KR FAMOANNGARMERKE, REHTBERBES T, 4R EHER
Mg, BT,

FRAEAR (5 AR LE L% 15 Y B 7 i S2 45 T8 B8 IO AS RSO A, B KEAS K
ARLEHLARHT o

WAL T

BEAMERLEHSRE = RENBE, | FRASEN.

FE—RRAT 24 A7, WATa) 40 M HARF 40%, TixtRaRNERNATHR. W0,
REZIE FOC LS A iR, BN BEMNE EREHERIRE, SRNIEEKE), WEEHE
e Xm:

There is an increasing belief in the idea that the “problem solving attitude of the engineer must
be buttressed not only by technical knowledge and “scientific analysis” but that the engineer must
also be aware of economics and psychology and, perhaps even more important, that he must
understand the world around him.

EAKEH—ANFEAH=EAFHTIEENDER, RFEWT:

SRR N5 AR BRI R . AR ITAN A 25 FH B2 AR FAR TR 2 23 Hr SR 5 A v i) R FF) R
M, mHE—EETREFFNOEY, MARENEZENRE. DAESEEMA.

XA B T 38 B R KA S5 R .

=\ HEhESE

FIE R ESKKRE TIUE, WPt RE (FHERSERWH) FH—Aa 0
PIIRH T s a4

Juliet was torn between desire to keep Romeo near her and fear for his life, should his presence
be detected.

RS 2RI B, BEREMT BEREHEARE, XHOLPERAT—LARN, #h
Btz .

PHFEEE R I, H=42—U ERABENES. Fin:

(a) No work can be done without energy.

B WHBERRAREMIY.

(b) All business decisions must now be made in the light of the market.

B BT AR L AR HE T R A ok

(c) Automobiles may be manufactured with computer-driven robots or put together almost
totally by hand.

BEOC: R DT ENBRA PR A RSE, 558 FaAF TR

PAE =BIE R ahiE R . (EIRMDUERHRA HEaNES, DMESFIUEESRRTE. Fl(c)



B35 f54), HiEiE AR & may be put together. put /& =FMIER —FRAMNBE, EiX
BRI, HT e e ES HIKER, X T maybe BiE, FrLAHIEIAE
i, TRMEINES.

B EZRUZHEIES, ANREREAFCRNEREY (WUF+FE work,
necessaries, business decisions, automobiles), FMHAERE, EARFRIEE, URBHEEEN.,

=. FBEIAZ

RIEFAFERah, RGEH—MEEE, WREBJUAE, Siyndug h FESHEDY
i, TR ILRASMERIERESNARN, 4R aIEiREER.

EEESEE =R 34E oiE (BEIESERE £4ED MAER. .

(@) BRAN—NBRHEHNIT, HEERZ.

XA, F YRR CRE” M T ZARRHERNTE, BREIEEN:

To be a true professional requires lifelong learning.

A LAEH, EEF “HE” (require) fERIEE, HATANE: “BA” ARERER to be,
M “%” Fsh4 1A leaming, XFEA RERF & FHEIBEER.

(b) (ETRAEEIF SATEMRAEHEDR .

XAAE “R” EXERRTHFESNED. “BE” M “ 5867 =413E, ERSEEA:

Matter is anything having weight and occupying space.

¥ “R” Gs) HiFiE (Rshia), i “HAA” (having) M “5H” (occupying) AL NIAE
Gril, ERIEAH R TE weight 1 space 7 HiI#4 BRILAE 21 S 1EAE N 1211 4 17 anything [1]5E1E .

() XITHRANFTABIB R 7 X R T FEFE AL .

XA “RAFRE” MCR” BABhiE, EREIEEA:

The two great divisions of this science known are inorganic chemistry and organic chemistry.

XHEK R (are) 1EABIBRFNI, Tk “IAFE” (known) A it % 53id.

EiR =115y R50% T = AEEESA MR GO HOBEMEERAN T IR IEE EX %%
SERER: BAERA R REE —/MBENE . ZRLIEANAARRTHAMES, FIEEE
Bhial, T H S R R .

iAfEERS

FiERIEAANDOREZME, BIBER A, XATHESNE. AR, MEsENE, FHE
W, Dige&R, & XWEAMHE, WAFMREE, LEER. il
(a) above
41id]: above all (things) B %, BEEHZ
f%5id: for the above reason T iR H
&lifd: As (has been) indicated above 1 F g H
(b) light
£: (JAA) in (the)light of 1T, #RHE;
(%) high light(s) 385, .
(fT) safety light &4 F5RAT
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A (8 light industry 3 Tk;
(BH%E) light room BHSEH 55 1]
(J%) light blue ¥ & t4;
() light coating #i%Z
Bhid: (SBR) light up the lamp 4T
Blid: (R travel light 32T
(&%) light come, light go KRG 5 25k
WK R, EE. MEREATESHTRLOAER, MEHIOEPABRALE, JL
SR AR AL AR AT B 8 [F) SRR o AR RN T IS i R IE AR A, S
M TFACH A R e A R R A AN, & S, A Rext & R)R R EF IR EAE.
BAMAERBEELES, ERSEILLEZEAR A, BENEEMAR, FRARAGRK. B
B, DMEFCAURKEE., EHEER, [FIEEEEHERERARARIE.

Exercises

I. Answer the following questions

1. When was the modern computer invented?

2. What are major characteristics of the four generations of modern computers?
3. Describe the near-future supercomputer directions.

4. What are basic characteristics of modern computers?

Il. Write a summary of section 1.2 about computer generations in 300 words.

Ill. Talk about the trends of computer hardware and software.



