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Preface for Chinese Edition

China has the last 30 years been in an enormous economic and technological development. It has inevitably had
the consequence that many environmental problems, associated with such a rapid development, have emerged.
China has acknowledged the problems and seems ready to initiate massively an abatement of the pollution problems.
All experience gained during the last 50 years has shown that the most promising abatement of pollution is offered
by an integrated holistic environmental management, which implies that several ecological subdisciplines that have
been developed since the seventies should be integrated with technology, particularly environmental technology.

The ecological subdisciplines are ecological modeling, ecotoxicology, ecological engineering, ecological
economics, assessment of ecosystem health by use of ecological indicators and assessment of ecosystem services.
These subdisciplines build so to say a bridge from ecology to environmental management. They are, however,
rooted in an understanding of the properties of ecosystems, which are covered by ecosystem theory or ecosystem
ecology, which is slightly different from systems ecology, that is focusing on the holistic system properties of
ccosystem.

In the light of the importance of environmental problems in China and the massive pollution abatement that is
expected in China in the coming years, | appreciate very much that this basic book Ecosystem Ecology is translated
to Chinese. It is presenting the fundament for the ecological subdisciplines, that are indispensable for a proper
integrated holistic environmental management.

Copenhagen the 28th of August 2015
Sven Erik Jargensen, Professor emeritus at Copenhagen University, Dr. Eng. Dr. Science,

Dr. Hon. Cau., Einstain Professor at CAS, Stockholm Water Prize Laureate.
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