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Abstract; Shanghai Dancing, a fictional biography written by Australian

writer Brian Castro, depicts the complicated family background of Antonio Cas-
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tro with multicultural identity; his father’ s family came from the Kingdom of
Galicia, his maternal grandfather from China and his maternal grandmother
from Britain. This paper aims to analyze the differences between Chinese and
Western cultures on the basis of Geert Hofstede’ s Cultural Dimensions theory.
The results show that Chinese culture prefers restraint, strong uncertainty a-
voidance, collectivism and long — term orientation while Western culture favors
indulgence, weak uncertainty avoidance, individualism and short — term orien-
tation. The study has also found that Shanghai dancing is actually a multicul-
tural dance with cultural conflict as well as integration. The paper contributes
to the study of intercultural communication and provides a new perspective for
interpretation of the novel.

Key Words: Brian Castro; Shanghai Dancing; Cultural Dimensions;

Cultural Differences
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