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Passage 1

If teachers fail to distinguish between teaching and learning. they will continue to do
_for children what children can do for themselves. Teaching children to read is not passing
reading on to them. It is certainly not endless hours spent in activities about reading,
Douglas insists that “reading cannot be taught directly and schools should stop trying to do
the impossible. ”

Teaching and learning are two entirely different processes. They differ in kind and
function. The function of teaching is to create the conditions and the climate that will
make it possible for children to devise the most efficient system for teaching themselves to
read. Teaching is also a public activity: It can be seen and observed.

Learning to read involves all that each individual does to make sense of the world of
printed language. Almost all of it is private, for learning is an occupation of the mind. and
that process is not open to public scrutiny.

If teacher and learner roles are not interchangeable. what then can be done through
teaching that will aid the child in the quest for knowledge? Smith has a principal rule for
all teaching instructions. “Make learning to read easy, which means making reading a
meaningful, enjoyable and frequent experience for children. ”

When the roles of teacher and learner are seen for what they are, and when both
teacher and learner fulfill them appropriately, then much of the pressure and feeling of
failure for both is eliminated. Learning to read is made easier when teachers create an
environment where children are given the opportunity to solve the problem of learning to
read by reading.

New Words and Expressions

devise ve. MR
scrutiny n. ¥ 4 T 160 RS A R A
quest n. W&
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Reading Comprehension
1. The problem with the reading course as mentioned in the first paragraph is that

A. it is one of the most difficult school courses

B. students spend endless hours in reading

C. reading tasks are assigned with little guidance

D. too much time is spent in teaching about reading

2. The teaching of reading will be successful if
A. teachers can improve conditions at school for the students
B. teachers can enable students to develop their own ways of reading
C. teachers can devise the most efficient system for reading

D. teachers can make their teaching activities observable
3. According to the passage. learning to read will no longer be a difficult task when

A. children become highly motivated
B. teacher and learner roles are interchangeable
C. teaching helps children in the search for knowledge

D. reading enriches children’s experience

4. The main idea of the passage is that
A. teachers should do as little as possible in helping students learn to read
B. teachers should encourage students to read as widely as possible
C. reading ability is something acquired rather than taught
D. reading is more complicated than generally believed

Hot280 (amx)o



Passage 2

On paper, both the state and federal government support education. Parents force
their children to go to school every day. Teachers do a tremendous job trying to help
students in school. Yet all these efforts seem ineffective and frustrating. The national
dropout rate continues to rise and so does the percentage of high school graduates who are
functionally illiterate. 1t is a real crisis.

I once had a student whose family was experiencing financial difficulty. His parents’
frequent arguments about money in front of their children frustrated him. Full of anger
and sadness, he could not concentrate in class. Finally he decided to drop out in fifth
grade. I was shocked when he told me that his mother had found him a connection for a
full-time job. This man agreed to find him a job paying $400 a month. He was extremely
excited. $400 a month was big money for a nine-year-old boy. If American children can
make “enough” money for their needs at a certain age by delivering or doing something,
how can they be convinced that staying in school and finishing their education will help
them lead a better life in the future?

Another story concerns a boy who dropped out of high school and landed a decent job
at McDonald’s. While his former classmates were struggling to prepare for college entrance
exams, he was gaining more and more job-related experience. Several years later when
these same friends were searching for an entry-level position with their college degree. he
was being promoted into middle management at McDonald’s headquarters. This boy was
not selling illegal drugs for “quick” money. He simply dropped out, found a good job and
succeeded. He made his dream come true. American school children, given an example

like this, will naturally ask themselves “Why stay in school?”

New Words and Expressions

federal adj. B ] B s KB Y
dropout n. B

functionally illiterate ThREHECE -
frustrate vi. PRI 5 (S
entry-level adj. 1
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Reading Comprehension
1. The sentence “On paper, both the state and federal government support education™
means
A. that both the state and federal government support education
B. that both the state and federgil government say on paper that they don’t support
education
C. that the state and federal government support education only in words, but not in
action

D. that the state and federal government support education both in words and in action

2. The word “landed” means
A. went ashore . B. came down on the ground
C. succeeded in obtaining D. kept

3. According to the passage. the chief reason why more and more students drop out of
schools is that
A. they are “functionally illiterate”
B. they think education will not make their life any better
C. they cannot concentrate on their studies because of their parents’ frequent arguments

D. they think they can live quite well even without a good education
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Passage 3

In America, the first aim of education was to prepare children to read the Bible and its
intent was religious. Later on the purpose was to enable people to read and write, and take
part in the democratic process. Still later, the purpose became to prepare young people for
jobs in a modern society. At no time was the aim of education to prepare students to
become individuals or complete human beings. This aspect of education was left to the
home, church, mass media, and the city streets. To a certain large extent, it still remains
there. Yet in a society that can easily be foreseen, one in which mechanization will reduce
the human factors in industrial production, the purpose of education must once again
change. It must begin to educate people to live full and meaningful lives in which “jobs”
are at best only incidental, or at least for jobs that are oriented toward human service
rather than physical productivity.

New Words and Expressions
democratic adj. BRFEH
oriented toward T 1]

Reading Comprehension
1. In the early days of America. education was controlled by
A. private citizens B. individual townships
C. political organizations D. church groups
2. It can be concluded that the author’s philosophy of education is aimed at
A. increasing the gross national product  B. improving the quality of human life
C. preparing loyal and patriotic citizens D. keeping America strong
3. Which of the following conclusions does the passage support?
A. Jobs eventually will become unnecessary.
B. Financial considerations should never replace human considerations.
C. Industrial productivity is a necessary evil.
D. People should not be educated against their will.
4. The author’s attitude towards the aims of education in the past is one of
A. criticism B. approval C. respect D. indifference
[ 5 XEI b wEEEAI M O




Passage 4

Sheri Straily never knew how far life’s highway could take her — until her dream for
her children helped her find out....

Growing up, Sheri never thought for a moment that she’d make it to college. Instead,
she took a job driving a tractor-trailer. As years passed, Sheri fell in love, married and
had three children. Because she wanted to be close to home, she switched to a desk job at
the trucking company.

But one day after work, as Sheri watched her kids playing. she began to think: I want
them to achieve so much, but how can I afford to give them the opportunities they’ll need,
like college?

Then it came to her: She was the one who needed college first!

*Go for it.” her husband Steve encouraged her. So Sheri enrolled at the University of
Denver’s Women'’s College. which let her take all of her classes on weekends so she could
still work.

Though Sheri loved her studies, she missed home: Rather than make the two-hour
commutation to school, Sheri stayed in a dorm on weekends. I wish I were home with
Steve and the kids, she’d think. But Eric, eight, Ryan, seven, and Kristin, five, backed
their mom all the way. “Just do your best,” they said.

Sheri did, getting straight A’s as she entered a degree in business administration. Now
she is attending the University of Denver Law School on a merit scholarship.

“It hasn’t been easy,” notes Sheri, “but it’s rewarding — for me and my family. ”

New Words and Expressions

tractor-trailer n. R E

cnroll v. T AZE
commutation n. ZEFE
straight A’s 2

merit scholarship WFHEEF4
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Reading Comprehension

1. The phrase “make it to” in second paragraph means all the following except

A. achieve a place in B. enroll at
C. make her way through D. goto

2. Sheri decided to go to college because -
A. it was her dream
B. she did not like her work in the trucking company
C. she wanted to give more to her children
D. she loved to study

3. Sheri stayed in a dorm on weekends because
A. she loved her studies so much
B. she would not miss her home this way
C. she wanted to have more time for her studies

D. her school days were on weekends

4. Which of the following titles is most appropriate for the story?
A. Mother Goes to College.
B. A Most Rewarding Experience for a Mother.
C. A Woman Tractor-Trailer Driver and Her Kids.
D. A Mother Who Achieves Her Childhood Dream.
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- Passage §

Kindergarten is a classroom program that consists of children aged three to seven years
old. The programs range from half days to full days of school depending on the availability
of the school system. For most children this is the first step towards developing social skills
in a group setting without the assistance of Mom or Dad. Most kindergartens share the
objectives of teaching social skills, self-esteem and developing a child’s academic ability.

There was a kindergarten in Watertown, Wisconsin, founded by Margarethe Schurz in
1856. Elizabeth Peabody had established one in Boston in 1873. But a man named
Friedrich Froebel founded the first kindergarten in the world. Friedrich Froebel was
known as the “Father of Kindergarten” because he developed the first kindergarten in
Germany in 1837. His kindergarten developed theories and practices that are still being
used today in kindergarten classrooms. His ideas were that children need to have playtime
in order to learn. Kindergarten should be a place for children to grow and learn from their
social interaction with other children.

Friedrich Froebel wrote a book based on his theories and practices concerning the
kindergarten environment. The book was burned by the German community. They did not
believe children needed to play in order to learn. They thought his theories were
unreasonable.

The first kindergarten was established to help children of poverty and those who had
special needs. These kindergartens would stress the systematic play of Froebel’s
philosophy. Through systematic play the children are able to learn to discriminate,
analyze, share and solve problems.

In 1872, kindergartens gained support from the National Education Association,
which in 1884 established a department of kindergarten instruction. Through the efforts of

many people, the kindergarten has worked its way into many schools, private and public.
New Words and Expressions

self-esteem n. BHY, BE.]
discriminate v. X5, X8
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Reading Comprehension
1. The first kindergarten was established by
A. Margarethe Schurz B. Elizabeth Peabody
C. Friedrich Froebel D. the National Education Association

2. Kindergarten is important in all of the following aspects except that
A. it provides half days to full days of school
B. it is the first step towards developing social skills without parents at hand
C. it teaches children’s self-esteem
D. it develops a child’s academic ability

3. Which of the following is Not true about the first kindergarten?
A. It developed theories and practices that are still being used today.
B. It was a place for children to grow and learn from their social interaction with other
children.
C. It was an ideal place to play without any pressure of learning.
D. It was established to help children of poverty and those who had special needs.
4. The German community burned Froebel’s book because
A. it was illegally published
B. it was regarded as impractical
C. it received warm welcome

D. it was unhealthy to people’s development

o

. The department of kindergarten instruction was established in :
A. 1872 B. 1856 C. 1873 D. 1884
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Passage 6

Pembroke is one of Oxford’s oldest colleges tracing its origins back to medieval days.
It became an official college from James 1 in 1624, taking its name from its first
chancellor, William Herbert, Earl of Pembroke. Its buildings are everybody’s image of
Oxford, built around three impressive quadrangles with their carpet-like lawns. The writer
Dr. Johnson was a scholar there and other past students have included: Michael Heseltine,
the former deputy Tory prime minister; Ivor Richard, former leader of the Lords; and Sir
Rocco Forte, former owner of the hotel empire. The athlete Sir Roger Bannister was once
master of the college. Despite its grand history, it is one of the least wealthy of the 39
colleges that make up the university. Unlike many of the older colleges, Pembroke has not
gathered many endowments that might make it less dependent on donors. The latest
accounts show Pembroke earned £662 000 on its endowments in the last year — the kind of
money that would be the envy of the newer universities but is small in Oxford terms. St.
John’s, one of the wealthiest colleges, banked £6m on its endowments. The overall
capital value of Oxford college endowments is huge — between £1. 2 and £1. 5 billion.

While Pembroke may consider itself poor, it is only relatively so. Many newer
universities such as Oxford Brookes. Nottingham Trent, Westminster and Bournemouth

receive no endowment income at all.

New Words and Expressions

medieval adj. HR i ZE Y

chancellor n. (G221 242 L R
quadrangle n. FB A Y 5 B ¥ i SR
Tory n. g E IR 5

master n. L U8

endowment n. LR AN

donor n. izl RS

6m 6 million
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Reading Comprehension
1. From the author’s point of view, Pembroke College is
A. very poor
B. not very poor in fact
C. one of the poorest colleges in the city
D. one of the least poor college in the United Kingdom

2. Which of the following could be a fact?
A. James | gave Pembroke College the name.
B. Dr. Johnson gave Pembroke College the name.
C. Pembroke College took its name from its first chancellor.
D. Pembroke College took its name from the first chancellor of Oxford.

3. Both graduated from Pembroke College.
A. Michael Heseltine and the athlete Sir Roger Bannister
B. Sir Rocco Forte and the former leader of the Lords Ivor Richard
C. Dr. Johnson and the former deputy Tory prime minister Michael Heseltine

D. Sir Roger Bannister and the former owner of the hotel empire Rocco Forte .
4. The best title of the passage is

A. the “Poor” College B. the Poor College
C. Poor Pembroke College D. one of Oxford’s Oldest Colleges
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Passage 7

In the English educational system, students take three very important examinations.
The first is the eleven-plus, which is taken at the age of eleven or a little past. At one time
the ability or aptitude shown on the eleven-plus would have determined if a child stayed in
school. Now, however, all children continue in “comprehensive” schools, and the eleven-
plus determines which course of study the child will follow. At the age of fifteen or
sixteen, the students are tested for the Ordinary Level of the General Certificate of
Education. This examination covers a wide range of subjects; once students have passed
this exam, they are allowed to specialize, so that two-thirds or more of their courses will
be in physics, chemistry, classical languages, or whatever they wish to study at greater
length. The final examination, at eighteen, covers only the content of the special subjects.
Even at the universities, students study only in their concentrated area, and very few
students ever venture outside that subject again; in a real sense, the English boy or girl is a
speciali§t from the age of fifteen.

New Words and Expressions
aptitude n. A fE
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