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To establish a tourism-oriented, environment-friendly economic
zone with sustainable development supported by high
technology!
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Nanping Municipality is situated in the north of Fujian
Province and is locally known as "Minbei" or "Great Wuyi". It
covers an area of 26,300 km2 and has a population of 3.05
million. The municipality has jurisdiction over one district
(Yanping), four cities (Shaowu, Wuyishan, Jianou and
Jianyang), and five counties (Shunchang, Pucheng, Guangze,
Songxi and Zhenghe).

The renowned cultural town with a long history. Inhab-
ited as early as the New Stone Age, Nanping is one of the first
areas developed in South China. It is the cradle for Minyue
Culture and is on the major route for import of Central-Chi-
nese culture into Fujian Province. All the counties in the area
were established over 1,000 years ago. Jianyang County is
distinguished for its history of Chinese painting and calligraphy:;
Songxi County and Jianou County are celebrated for their Chi-
nese prints£*Wuyishan City is world famous for Chinese tea
culture and art. The area is historically prosperous in culture.
It has produced many famous intellectuals, such as Li Gang,
Zhu Xi, Song Ci, Liu Yong, Yan Yu and Yuan Shu, hence the
appellation "the birthplace of Confucian philosophy in South
China".

The ecologiéal treasure with abundant resources Nanping
belongs to the topographical type of low mountains and hilly
land, and is characterised by eighty percent mountain, ten per-
cent water and ten percent of farmland. With 77.4% of the for-
est coverage, it claims the historic name of "the Forest Sea in
the south". It is one of the best ecological areas at its latitude in
the world, presenting a green shelter on the upper reaches of
Min River. There are two townships known as "the home of
the Chinese bamboo”, two townships known as "the home of
conic chestnuts”, and six national-level commercial grain pro-
duction counties. The reserves of over thirty varieties of min-
eral have been identified. Among them, the reserve of tanta-
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lum and columbite ranks first in China, and second in Asia.
The hydropower potential is considerable, with a theoretical
capacity of 3.87 million kW.

The crown jewel of the beautiful landscape in the South-
east China There are over 150 recognised scenic spots in the
municipality, of which a third are listed in the national and
provincial profile. Wuyi Mountain range is a significant site of
natural and cultural heritage, thus is a famous national scenic
spot and holiday resort. As one of the top ten famous moun-
tainous areas in China, Wuyi Mountains are reputed to be "the
kingdom of snakes, the heaven for birds, the world of insects
and the paradise for animals".

A convenient access to the rest of China Nanping Mu-
nicipality is located in the borders of Fujian Province, Zhejiang
Province and Jiangxi Province. It is the strategic point con-
necting Southeast Fujian to Yangtze River Delta. In the territory,
there are three railways and two national highways. The air-
port at Wuyishan City can accommodate medium-sized
aeroplanes while up to 500-tons ships can navigate inland
waters. The expressway linking Beijing with Fuzhou through
Nanping will be completed by 2004. The project to construct a
new expressway from Yellow Mountain of Anhui Province to
Quzhou of Zhejiang Province via Nanping has been approved
by the State Development Planhing Commission.

A new tourism-oriented, environment-friendly economic
zone The Municipal Government has recently set an aim to
position the municipality as the "tourism-oriented environment-
friendly economic zone with sustainable development sup-
ported by high technology". The focus is placed on the devel-
opment of "green" products, tourism and new industries.
Nanping has become an important producer of "green food" in
Fujian Province. In 2002 the municipality achieved a GDP of
25.46 billion RMB and fiscal revenue of 1.92 billion RMB.




