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Preface

Magic Lingbi Stone and Chime Stone are companions of
Suzhou Marvelous Stones, which, with their peculiarities, have
occupied a prominent position in the history of Chinese Mar-
velous Stone culture. The beauty of Lingbi Stone is from its
pure nature without any embellishment, while, the charm of
Suzhou Chime Stone lies in its excellent carving craftsmanship.

Lingbi Stone, as the leading one of the “Four Most Mira-
cle Stones” in ancient China, had gained its reputation as early
as in Shang Dynasty, and the stone, used for making Chime
Stone ink slab——one of the famous traditional Chinese Stone
ink slabs, had been explored at least in Chin or Han Dynasty.
Thousands of years have elapsed, because of such two peculiar
stones——Magic Lingbi Stone and Chime Stone, a splen-
dorous history of strange stones culture has formed in Suzhou.
Comparatively speaking, because of historical reasons, Chime
Stone is still on its way of renaissance and development, while
Lingbi Stone with a clearer history plays a leading role in the

history of Marvelous Stone culture in Suzhou.



The Lingbi's Magic Stone culture was at its formation
stage before Sung Dynasty. In Shang or Chou Dynasty; Lingbi
Chime Stone mainly served the royals, not the grass roots , for
sacrificial rites, religious ceremonies and entertainments. Dur-
ing Ming and Ching Dynasty, the Lingbi's Magic Stone culture
stepped into the prosperous stage: Lingbi ornamental stones, es-
pecially Magic Lingbi Stone was not the elegant article only ad-
mired by the royals and the upper class, and began to gain its
popularity among the grass roots. At this stage, for the populari-
ty of garden building and stone appreciating, Magic Lingbi
Stone was selected as articles of tribute and underwent two
large-scaled exploitation in its producing area, moreover, Ling-
bi Stone was admired, drawn, and written by lots of ancient
learned poets and artists, which made some literary and art ele-
ments blend into the culture of Lingbi Magic Stone. Since there
are exact records about the trade of Lingbi Stone as early as in
Sung Dynasty, its economic value began to emerge at that time.
Nowadays, as our country is prosperous and the people rich, the
culture of Lingbi Magic Stone enters into its flourishing era.
The appreciation, collection and discussion of the Strange
Stone become a both traditional and updated cultural theme
that originating in Suzhou and spreading to the whole country,

even attracting many stone artists from abroad. Some local
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peasants begin to shift from planting to stone exploiting as their
first industry. The scientific exploitation and protection of Ling-
bi Stone resources have been put onto the local government's
schedule. The industry of Lingbi Magic Stone is developing
flourishingly, and will stride boldly on a way towards a large
scaled market.

With a glorious history, Suzhou is blessed with profound
cultural resources. The Xiao-xian County here is one famous
hometown of calligraphy art and painting art in China,
Yong-qgiao District the hometown of circus art and calligraphy
art, Ling-bi County the hometown of folk art (Zhong Kui pic-
tures) and magic stones, Si-xian County the hometown of local
Si-zhou opera art, and Dang-shan County that is national ecolo-
gy demonstration county, the hometown of crisp pear culture.
Currently cultural industry, which is called “the promising and
golden industry at an age of global economic integration in 21st
century”, has gradually developed into the prop industry in
some countries and areas. Similarly, it” s necessary to skillfully
integrate these precious prculiar culture resources such as
ling-bi stone, magic stone, calligraphy and painting, circus, lo-
cal opera and so on in Suzhou. In this way, the cultural advan-
tages of Suzhou can be displayed; the culture industry here can
be highly developed; the soft strength of Suzhou can be en-
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