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R E AR TP RORAORE, BA 2 800 JE, 27000 Fh. Hh A A 2RI A LS 4 215, 4
N e = J& ( Phalaenopsis ). *2J& ( Cymbidium ). fifit/& ( Dendrobium ). K¥;=J& ( Cattleya ). L2 )8
( Oncidium ). ¥1*2J& ( Paphiopedilum ). T %)@ ( Pleione ) 5@ h i —2LRhIs . A J7RME IS BT AR Fb i S
TEW A B 2 R 2 FHEY) TAES R AL E R E AR S Foh iy — 3 A R R TR . 29L& 3728,
1833 Fh, 2 WANFN 28 A5Fh . BT AVEMFIASERA FE M 30 (BH 3C) MIBESCHiR , BRIEHIA 1~2 IKE AR A .
TR AR S Bl AR Ty, TR HES e 4 B BRI, DA S R L AT R b B S
SEABATT AR

Orchidaceae are the largest family of flowering plants, containing approximately 800 genera and
27000 species, of which not a few are world-famous for their charming flowers, such as some species of
Phalaenopsis, Cymbidium, Dendrobium, Cattleya, Oncidium, Paphiopedilum, Pleione, etc. In the present
book, an attempt is made to include as many these wild species as possible in the hope that it will be a
useful and convenient reference book for orchidologists, especially orchid breeders and growers. There are
altogether 372 genera, 1833 species, 2 subspecies and 28 varieties included in this book. All the species
selected here are briefly described in both Chinese (or Japanese) and English, and each is provided with
one or two color photographs. The descriptions and illustrations are placed close to each other, and the
species are arranged in alphabetical order according to scientific names, in order to make it easier for orchid
professionals and enthusiasts to identify their plants.
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(1992 ), Botanica’s Orchids (f¥12¢ 2% *24¢ ) (2002 ), Karasawa’s Species Orchidacearum ( *~F}J5Fp A
%) (2003) #il La Croix’s The New Encyclopedia of Orchids ( *:4E# B R445 ) (2008 ). #Rifi, 7EARLLG XA
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Orchidaceae are the largest family of flowering plants, with approximately 800 genera and 27000
species. For centuries, orchids have contributed greatly to both gardens and courtyards throughout the world
as ornamental plants. Since the late 20" Century, some illustrated orchid books in color have been published
to meet the continuously increasing demands of orchid professionals and enthusiasts. Among the most
well-known are Bechtel et al.: The Manual of Cultivated Orchid Species (1981; ed.3, 1992), Pridgeon’s The
Illustrated Encyclopedia of Orchids (1992), Botanica’s Orchids (2002), Karasawa’s Species Orchidacearum
(2003), and La Croix’s The New Encyclopedia of Orchids (2008). After that, however, an extensive literature
has appeared dealing with orchid taxonomy, leading to considerably improving our understanding of
some puzzling taxa, and bringing out a number of name changes (see Pridgeon et al’s six-volume Genera
Orchidacearum, 1999-2014), in addition to describing many new plants. Therefore, the present book is
written in response to the need of the times. In this book, an effort has been made to include as many wild
ornamental orchids as possible, and correspondingly to dispense with those of little value or being difficult
to cultivate such as small-flowered and leafless orchids. Each of the species selected here is illustrated by
one or two color photographs and briefly described in either Chinese-English (Chinese version) or Japanese-
English (Japanese version). The orchid taxa are arranged alphabetically according to scientific names. We
hope this book will be a useful and convenient tool for orchidologists, especially orchid breeders, growers and
other enthusiasts, to identify their plants or to select suitable parents for hybridization.
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