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Message from Prime Minister Julia Gillard
Tu Di Shen Ti- Our Land, Our Body, China, 2013

Our two nations recently celebrated 40 years of exhibition will leave a lasting impression in the minds
diplomatic relations, but Australia and China are both and hearts of those who are privileged to view it.

lands which are home to proud and ancient cultures. .
' warmly commend the Tu DI Shen Ti - Our Land,

The Ngaanyatjarra people of Western Australia Our Body exhibition to the people of China, and
possess one of the world's oldest continuing cultures, sincerely thank all those who have worked so hard
which is an inestimable gift to the whole world. to make this remarkable venture possible.

The richness of Ngaanyatjarra culture, traditional and
contemporary, is superbly conveyed in the works of
the Warburton Collection, which provides the basis
for the Tu Di Shen Ti - Our Land, Our Body exhibition

Through this exhibition, | trust that the spirit of V/\,_ ‘f‘d{
Sino-Australian friendship will be fostered and —
that the people of China will come to learn more

about Australia’s precious Indigenous history.

Australia has long enjoyed a fruitful and strong
relationship with China, and share a unique bond in The Honourable Julia Gillard MPPrime

our appreciation for arts and culture. | trust that this Minister of Australia

#iNW Lk, RIMSE OUR LAND, OURBODY | 3



P ER A S

Government of Western Australia
Department of Culture and the Arts
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Message from the Premier of Western Australia

Government of Western Australia
Department of Culture and the Arts

In 1990, when the Warburton community decided to
start the Warburton Art Collection, they may have been
surprised to learn of the far-reaching outcomes this

decision would have.

The Warburton Collection records Ngaanyatjarra culture,
its history and stories, so that these can be passed on

to future generations. Over the last two decades, it has
grown to become one of the most significant Aboriginal
art collections in Australia. It has also introduced many

thousands of people across the world to Aboriginal art.

The integrity and deep cultural significance of the
artworks is part of what makes this exhibition from
Warburton so special. | am proud that our friends in China
will have the opportunity to view these beautiful works and

to learn about the people and culture that created them.

China and Western Australia are important to each other's
future. China is Western Australia’s top trading partner

and more than seventy per cent of Australia’s total exports

to China originate from this resource rich state.

A significant percentage of Chinese investment in
Australia is in Western Australia and there is great
potential for further collaboration between our regions

from which both sides stand to gain.

Cultural exchange between our regions has played a

vital role in deepening our relationship. Sharing arts and
cultural experiences has helped us to understand and
appreciate each other, and will continue to be important as

our economies and people become more intertwined.

I am honoured to share with you this stunning exhibition
from the Warburton people of the Ngaanyatjarra Lands
in Western Australia.

CL D0

Colin Barnett MLA

Premier; Minister for State Development
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Ambassador’s Foreword
Warburton 2013-14 Western China Tour

Australia’s Indigenous art traditions stretch back artistic works, from the remote desert, to remote
thousands of years. Drawing on these deep and spiritual and ancient areas of China. I'm sure the artworks will
traditions, artists from the Warburton community in once again be warmly and enthusiastically received
remote Western Australia create modern artworks that by audiences, students and the academy alike.

are both stunning in their contemporary practice and rich _ ) , .
) . ) : Australia and China enjoy a strong, productive and
with traditional meaning and stories.

resilient bilateral relationship. In 2012, our nations
| am delighted that once again the community of celebrated 40 years since the establishment of
Warburton will share their extraordinary artistic collection  diplomatic relations, our trade and investment
with the people of China, in a historic tour of China’s relationship is strong, and other areas like education,
western provinces, Tu Di Shen Ti, in 2013 and 2014. tourism, science and research are full of activity and

o - = potential. Cultural activities deepen and enrich this
When Warburton sent its first exhibition to China in _ o e i ‘
A , , . relationship, giving it vitality and longevity. It is through
2011 during Imagine Australia: the Year of Australian , ,
_ ' . . long-term cultural projects and engagement, in

Culture in China, the reaction was extraordinary. Through , , o
. N _ particular, that people-to-people links, communication
education programs, school tours and bilingual materials, _
) : , _ and understanding can develop and grow.

the Warburton community shared their stories with

the people of China. Chinese audiences in very large | commend the Warburton Community for their decision
numbers appreciated the opportunity to see some truly to tour this extraordinary collection across Western China,
unique art, and to learn about Australia’s Indigenous | thank Rio Tinto for their generous sponsorship, and |
people, their history, and their contemporary life. warmly wish the tour every success.

China’'s Western regions are fast-developing and are a %M‘//%&M
K280

very important part of Australia’'s growing relationship
with China. | am very pleased that the Community is Frances Adamson

considering taking some of Australia’s most important Australian Ambassador to China

.................................................................................
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Guancheng Art Museum
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Guancheng Art Museum

Introduction by Xie Jun, Curator

O L A

Guancheng Art Museum

Two years have flown by since we were last together, so |
was delighted to learn that the exhibition organizer Gary
Proctor is once again coming across the ocean to bring
the unique aboriginal native art from the Warburton region
of Western Australia to the Guancheng Art Museum. This
news brought back pleasant memories of working with
Gary and his team in 2011 when the first touring exhibition

was organized.

With “Our Land - Our Body" as the theme, the Warburton
Arts Project coincided with The Year of Chinese Culture
in Australia 2011-2012 and would be featured on a tour

in seven major cities in China. The Guancheng Art
Museum was fortunate in being the only participant in

the Guangdong provincial region to host the exhibition.
Successfully presenting the general public with an audio-
visual feast like never before, the event elicited a rousing
response in the city of Dongguan whilst also attracting
considerable attention from surrounding areas. The
process of setting up the exhibition was hard work but still
enjoyable, and | can still see it all in my mind’s eye: Gary’s
good-natured laughter as he explained the exhibition's
layout requirements to the young volunteers who crafted
the intricate wall paintings, and the sense of pride and
accomplishment they had before opening day when the

effectiveness of their creativity could be seen.

| also remember when Gary first insisted on recruiting
volunteers to join the setup phase. It caused a bit of a
sensation as the novices interacted with regular staff,
but voluntary service would eventually be promoted as
an integral aspect of the museum’s operation. During
the actual exhibition period, Gary personally explained
the various exhibits and the characteristics of Australian
native art for the benefit of primary school students
who came to the museum for art classes. This helped
the teachers and students realise the enjoyment and
significance of their classes at the museum, gradually
leading to our current concept of Museum-School
Partnership. In this regard, | would like to join the
Guancheng Art Museum and its staff in thanking Gary
for all the inspiration that has made the museum grow

as rapidly as it has.

With a history of over 30,000 years, Australian native art

is one of the oldest genres in the world. At Expo 2010 in
Shanghai, the Australian Pavilion introduced aboriginal art
in the form of a huge mural, and today China has become
an important partner in international exchanges involving

Australia’s indigenous culture.

The 2013 Exhibition of Australian Indigenous Art
represents the largest-scale event of its kind to be held

in China. In addition to acrylic paintings previously shown,

RiNK L, HMAMSH OUR LAND, OUR BODY | 11
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it also includes glass panels and textiles. In order to better
demonstrate the visual effects of Australian native art,
this exhibition has been arranged from the aboriginal
cultural perspective. Gary has designed murals featuring
the genealogy of regional families together with detailed
descriptions and over 6,100 photos taken by aboriginal

children from the Wanarn Remote Community School.

Videos related to the exhibition are to be presented with
the aid of a 20-channel surround-sound installation and a
large free-standing digital audio-visual projection system.
These will afford audiences a unique perspective for
understanding native Australians and their time-honored
relationship with the land. Illustrative backgrounds will
also convey the sense of mystique evident in the desert
artistry of Western Australia.

It is certainly a distinction for the Guancheng Art Museum
to be the first stop in the 2013 “Our Land - Our Body”
travelling exhibition of Australian native art, which will
subsequently appear at regional art museums in seven
provinces covering places such as Nanning, Yunnan,
Inner Mongolia, Sichuan, Guiyang and Jiangxi. As the first
occasion for the Guancheng Art Museum to host, organize
and coordinate an overseas touring exhibition, we stand to
benefit in many ways and will make every effort to make it

a memorable experience for all who appreciate art.

S RIPA RS R, FIP U SHM, LB
R ARERHIRZ AR AT RUTE AR SRIEF, M
MAFHNERERERRIERNEN. B, RROH
BUURRANAFRBERNESRAF L LZEZARER
AW REBREEKNEZERZR. SENTZ.
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At the same time, the Guancheng Art Museum strives
to promote China-Australia cultural exchangesina
larger context. During the exhibition, activities related
to Australian native art will be available particularly for
young people in hopes that this will be an opportunity
to build a bridge for forthcoming Chinese-Australian

exchanges in the areas of art and culture.

In conclusion, | would like to express my great pleasure
in once again being able to cooperate with Gary as the
organizer along with his team. Through this exhibition, we
will hopefully be able to help people learn how to better
preserve human cultural heritage in an age of ceaseless
change and progress, how to maintain world cultural
diversity, and how to extend the bridge built through the
exhibition into an open-ended future of China-Australia
art exchange with a view to vitality and prosperity for the
world of art as a whole. It is also my sincere hope and
earnest expectation that the future will bring our museum
a further and perhaps even a regular opportunity for

cooperation in the field of Australian native art.

Xie Jun, Curator, Guancheng Art Museum
March, 2013
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