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The Pit Of Horses Buried Alive
In The Eastern Zhou Dynasty

This pit of horses was originally located in the
yard of Luoyang Building Company Three situated
in the District of Xigong, Luoyang. It was
unearthed in March 1995, then shifted to
the western yard of the Ancient Tomb Museum
and restored there in May of the same year.

The pit is rectangular. It is 7 metres long, 5.9
metres wide and 3.6 metres deep. There are 22
horses buried alive in the pit and the skeletons,
well — preserved, are extremely magnificent. A pit of
carriages was also discovered in the east of the pit.
It is 3.6 metres away from the pit, but can't be
unearthed at present, for it is partially covered by
other buildings.

Both of the pits were located in a large grave
yard of the Eastern Zhou Dynasty (770 —256 B.C)
As far as the pit scale and horse number are
concerned, it must be a pit of horses buried alive
for a certain grand grave of the aristocracy. From
the few bronze ware and the pottery unearthed we
can sec that the time when the horses were buried
alive may be the beginning of the Spring and
Autumn Period (770—476 B.C ) The discovery of
this pit will provide precious reference data for our
resecarch on the burial system of the Easterm Zhou

Dynasty.
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The Luoyang Museum of Ancient Tomb Relics

Luoyang was one of China’s seven ancient
and subterranean
sites in and around the city have yielded a rich
haul of artefacts. Since the establishment of the
People’ s Republic in 1949, at least 10000 ancient
tomb sites have been excavated by archaeological

capitals, and aboveground

teams working in conjunction with construction
workers, and of these finds more than one hundred
of history,
archaeology, art history and research. In the light of
proposals, in December 1984 the
Luoyang Municipal Government authorised the

have been significant in terms

specialists’

proposed construction of the Luoyang Museum of
Ancient Tomb Relics to house a collection of
historically representative tomb findings which
would be open to the public and which would
serve the interests of both tourism and research.
Jingling, the tomb of the Xuanwu emperor of
the Northern Wei (386—534) Dynasty, located in
Zhongtou village at Mangshanxiang in the northern
suburbs of Luoyang, was chosen as the site of the
proposed museum.

The first stage of the project was opened to
the public in April 1987, and the finds from
twenty —two representative tombs spanning the
period from the Han @06 BC—220 AD) to the
Song ©60—1279) dynasty went on display. The
second stage, entailing the excavation and repair of
the Jingling site and the removal and reconstruction
in its present site of the¢ Yuanyi Tomb of Duke
Wenxian of Qinghe, who lived during the Northern
Wei dynasty, commenced in 1991. At the beginning
of 1993 two further tombs—one dated to the
Western Han (206 BC—AD 9) and the other to the
Eastern Han (25—220) dynasty —were also moved
to the site. By this time the finds from twenty—six
tombs representative of various historical periods
were concentrated in the museum complex.Of these,
five belonged to the Western Han dynasty, one to
the Wang Mang interregnum ©—23), five to the
Eastern Han dynasty, one to the Wei kingdom of

the Three Kingdoms period (220—265) two to the
Western Jin dynasty 265—317) four to the royal
tomb complex of the Northern Wei dynasty, two to
the Tang (618 —906) dynasty and five to the Song

(960—1279) dynasty.

The Luoyang Museum of Ancient Tomb Relics
is the first modern specialist museum in China to
make ancient tombs the basic of its displays.
From the Western Han dynasty the museum’ s
collection contains stone tombs with illustrative
murals. brick tombs with a single vault with
murals and brick tombs with several chambers
containing murals. From the Eastem Han there is a
vast brick—work tomb and a tomb with murals.
The Three Kingdoms and Westen Jin collection
includes a tomb with a bricked vault and a brick
tomb with a ceiling supported by Dougong
bracketing surmounting comner columns. Dated
to the Northern Wei dynasty are an imperial tomb
beneath a tumulus, a tomb in brickwork and an
earthen cave tomb, while the museum’ s Tang
period collection consists of a brick tomb and a
cave tomb dug into the earth. The Song period
collection includes round and square tombs, as well
as a polyhedron—shaped tomb with a burial
chamber fashioned from bricks carved in imitation
of timber construction, and tombs with murals. The
splendid ancient murals are the highlight of the
museum. Twelve of the tombs contain illustrative
murals —eight from the Han dynasty, two from the
Northern Wei period and two from the Northern
Song period.

The richness and variation of the collection
demonstrate the changes in the evolution of
tomb design in the Luoyang region over a period

of more than a millennium from the Han to the




Song dynasty. The more than one thousand
everyday
life, works of art and ornamental objects, such as

artefacts, including items used in

the pottery figurines and everyday artefacts
of the Han. Three Kingdoms and Western Jin
periods, and the sancai porcelain wares excavated
from the Tang period tombs, all reflect the glory of

their individual ages. The inscriptions found in a

number of these tombs are invaluable for their

artistic worth and the historical information they
provide. Generally speaking, all the tombs in the
museum complex contain a wealth of data for
scholars, connoisseurs and researchers in such fields
as politics , economics, military history, historical
personages, architecture, the arts and burial practices

and customs throughout the ages.
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EXIMR

XuanWu Emperor’s jingling Tomb of Northern Wie Dynasty

Xuanwu Emperor, Yuanke, who was born in
Pingcheng Palace (present Taiyuan city, the capital
of ShanXi Province)
(438A. D), was Xiao Wen Emperor’s second son.In
April, twenty —third Taihe year (497 AD) , after
Xiao Wen Emperor died, Yuanke received orders to

in seventeenth Taihe year

succeed his father as Emperor.

Xuanwu Emperor was on the throne of total
16 Years (499AD—S515AD) During the reign of
him, there was a steady developed step in Politics,
Economy and civilization, the Nation present a
scene of prosperity and peace and eranquility. In
Fourth Yuanchang year (515AD) when he was 33
he died in Luoyang, and buried in Jing Ling
Tomb, Mang Hill. Yuanke’s
turning point from powerful to weak of Northern

death became a

Wei Dynasty.

In June 1991, Jing Ling Tomb was unearthed
by the Institute of Archaeology of Chinese
Academy of Science. The mound of JingLing
which was rammed the earth, was round, its
diameter was 105m to 110m, the hight was more
than 24m, faced South. The Tomb had a passage,
a pavement, a stone door and a single chamber,
its total length was more than 56m. In the pavement
near the stone door, there were two brick—walls of
seal up the door.  There was a big stone door,
which had two parts, in south of tomb chamber.
~ The tomb chamber, which was made of brick, was

near square. Its walls were curved slightly outward,

in 3m high of the walls, bricks were converging
inside until the top, became a vault roof. There
was a coffin—bed which was formed by 15 square
blue slabstones in west of the chamber. There were
also square blue slabstones on the ground of the
pavement and the chamber. All bn'ck~surface in
the tomb was painted a layer black color. There
were no paintings and carves. People feel of
solemn. All of these were complete in comformity
with the idea of frugality which the Rulers
encourage.

JingLing had been seriously robbed in Song
Dynasty. Jin Dynasty and the Repubic of China.
Most of the historical relics were missing. Only
some pottery and porcetain fragments were left,
After the Archaeologists reconstructed careffully,

there had been restored several very exquisile relics

such as celadon bottle and bowl, pottery inkslab
need
stone—man missing head which was 2.9m high,
of

passage which was 9m away. This

and basin etc. It to mantion that a

was unearthed at the southwest the tomb
discovery
proved that there were Tomb—Carved —Stone in
front of Mausoleum in Northern Wei Dynasty,
meanwhile, it remedied a defect of historical
records. At the view of carving, it was an exquisile
work of art in Northern Wei Period.

In a word, the scientific unearthed JingLing,
provided rare information for the study of history,

archaeology, architecture etc. in NorthernWei Period.
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front and a back chamber, the tomb was designed
delicately and elaborately. Bricks was mortised, the
roof was vault.

The tomb was rich in funeral objects
including 43 pieces of pottory, 374 pieces of

copperware, 34 pieces of ironware. The most
precious was the tomb’s various frescoes. The

fresco on the back wall of the back chamber was
‘ Rewarding scene’ on the front wall was‘ Expel—
ling devils’ The monster in the frescoes was

Fangxiang, the chief to expel devils. Under the
frescoes, there were two paintings, the left was

‘Kongzis leaming from xiangtuo’, and the right

one was ‘two peaches’ killing three soldiers . On
the front chamber roof, a celestial picture was
drawn. In the picture, constellations surrounded by
clouds were spotted. It is the earliest astronomical
star chart ever discovered. On the forehead of the
tomb door, ‘ Fairly tiger’s eating femele devil® was

painted. The frescoes were great and magnificant.

Devil —expelling Frescoed Tomb of western Han
The tomb was a couples, built between Yuan
Emperor and Cheng Emperor (48 B. C to 8. B.C).
It was built of hollow bricks and small bricks.

Having had a passage, a door, a side chamber, a
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