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Writing is a major challenge, if not a major problem, for many of our col-
lege students. Scientific writing in English presents additional challenge for our
graduate students, as well as some of our university faculties. To meet such chal-
lenge, Professor Merlin Hu of National Chung Hsing University has spent more
than three years to write this book, “Scientific Writing in English and Examples
of Common Mistakes.” This book is original and is one of a kind in Taiwan.
All chapters in this book provide actual examples of common problems encoun-
tered during scientific writing in English and suggest solutions to these prob-
lems. In particular, Chap 2 dealing with Chinese English, Chapter 3 dealing with
verb tense in scientific writing and Chapter 4 dealing with Articles and
Uncountable Nouns are unique in providing very helpful writing tips for our stu-

dents and even for our faculties.

I went to the states when I was 18 and spent 23 years there before I became
a faculty in Chang Gung University (JXBEAK%£2), I have read many books for
English writing and I have found this book very readable and helpful. I strongly
recommend to those who want to excel in English writing. In addition, “Glob-
alization” (BFX1L) is currently a very important mission for our Ministry of
Education. All universities in Taiwan, particularly those 12 universities funded
(including National Chung Hsing University) by the Ministry of Education in the
University Up-Grade Program (F14 71 5 {(Z:& M THR K251 E]), work very
hard toward this end. Professor Merlin Hu’s book will certainly make a signifi-

cant contribution toward this mission.

Daniel Tsun-Yee Chiu, Ph.D
Professor and Dean of Student Affairs
Chang Gung University
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EESRY T ARBRAFT] /Y
| 5825813 (Publish or Perish!)

Publish or Perish

3% - [RIKT

1.1 R{TEEEXIEFR T (Why publish our works?)

[ K 5% Benjamin Franklin (1706-1790) i : [ Death and taxes are
the only two certain things in life (AL RAH REEE G F —AH iR
o)1 BRRERMS - BES —HEENSEE - thERIE2AEE - A
P& © [Publish or perish (NEERFLIT) 1 -

Biirad e 2B A A B ERA S A ZEE S - 2 REAGHE
ol e A AZ B OS50 & S TE AN ET - TSR IeR R A fE Lt R B a R 225k
UIERISE S -

WHRVFLEIERIER R AVERREE - TRCRAITR IS RITHIZER - JE
A T O RHER SR ZH LS SR M 5 21| B BRS04 B S - (Rt - )
BRI S Em SCH R EREAE IR E — (I RHR SR R AT -

FAERBSFH » HERAFSNRKAZEEETAHRF EEHX
Bk PR ZEBFERERIT K HBAMLGERE - fuds ik

[# 27 ik Rim X HAE] R—PIERGERFAIR > THIZE
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\v VR B SRS R B AR AT
kl SREBERT 217
HO-CHI

XKERARNEARFARRBETGRLOFETE - EmITALL
HHBERREEAARB L EEHERS - (HEMA - KE86HF)

1.2 RIZBRY VN 2171 HY/ \ & (The Modern Eight-Legged Essay)

BEFERRE TRIBH CEFEER) (B2EFEEFRZ3) —E#R
MRMEESR SO EIE A B P B RHER IR /RS - ERIREBNESE » N
BREHER R AEE R K > (EEE TAIS .~ THEEGEI > THRD
1 TEER D - MFEEHKH) /&S (The eight-legged essay) FE/EHERL »
HETBREM RS T7EEANBEMBIFEIRE S - RZ > BIEGRH /R
AR EARBI 2% (a0 &l (originality) I 7] & & %
(Reproducibility) ] » T s LS B 22l SR A i =% -

1.3 BB ETIE (Peer review)

FHER G SR & I BE R AT AR A R & & - JRBNE AT 6 (3K
FENREBEE) ZHEZMARITHEFETIEAHMERE GAFEE2-3
A) o BRI B BHAR - BEENEZ - AR ESIEELFRIHHE -

e®___ jwpmvmmnmxoss

@
EBB(IT5®Z (Thesis or dissertation) 218 P% S ES21IB8
MROHAY - —RE2 » HRNLEBRFEE » EREAHBENE
BURZENSES -

BHmCEEESRNAMTBNRESEGNE (—RIEBFLRE
B MBERBRRBEOORE) - ERELHE @ B@RXEEEE
PR - MR ASBRE - ALt - ERUMNBRRTATIZ
AR MBIILURMBFIAR -

#23% : Thesis # Dissertation 281§ #4518 X « WAL H O B2/ » Mk
HFAELEBAFTHEE R -



S1E BEN (FRSURE) DRSS \v
SiESERT 21T }__eé

1.4 RIB R E{EE R BYRIRE (Common problems in scientific writing)

ANam P R AEBREESCRAF - HEATRERAMENR - KA AR SUFH
AN & LA BB B 5B SITF o RO E 8 8 b UK R R EE
X FiRlRF%E (K10 B{EH ) » EREEIE - KIHIEREGERBIZR
HERAE B AR B SR B LIS 4R - TR — W& HILRIER -

1.4.1 B15&E % HAYASBH (Unclear questions or objectives)

—RXEEFETE » gE R - BHR2ER I EEHY) -
RAHECRAR M ERRE - thitlE &M - 32 Wsealen st
HITE » AFMARE FRME - 1 BE E - (TAFRARRBEERE -
L REES R HIRIRE 5 TR A M) AR EZAERFME - Ktk » (M
R R E AP RERIREST -

1.4.2 ‘RiErMEIER (No hypothesis)

—RXER—HAZEHE R TR AR EERBE - than
[A—{@E%2H B IR IRF2 (A study or a research project without a hypothesis

is like a journey without a destination) °

BMAREEEAR : TIRRETEARERMA T L MEAR 11 - EfERE
BRI BT - RE—IHE AR LAER e 8r) B fEET
(Some may say that it is not worth doing the research, if we knew what to expect
or what was going to happen in advance. This is not what modern science is all
about because a research can only be useful when it is well conceived and well

planned, and when is based on extensive and careful review of the literature) °

WFFeakEt L/HREIR S E AV IR2REREE TR - KL - BESR T{RER Y
T —EBHFRE - (HERBIEERT R ZF BN K (The research must
be designed in such a way that it can directly examine the assumption or hypoth-
esis that has been proposed. Thus, a hypothesis does not violate the objectivity

of science even though it is proposed before the start of a research.) °

1.4.3 BHAITE ~ FTZ A HH (Not original, unclear newness)

B X EGHE » JrB What is new? IR E BRI BE RIS
B/ o IEA—ERARTE ; ATLIEXFHREARRRHK

Bilan TE{EfRRE (BFE) MARMERI —This problem (or contradic-



®
\ RIBAER ST BT R (RO BURRAT
LN A SIESERT BT

HO-CHE

tion) has not been resolved. (& [ HAERI#EHIMAIANETE ] — The mechanism
underlying the action is unclear. 158 —7E 2% © “This has not been reported”
B “This is the first report on.” » FREFR MR /L » HEH ARATRECHE
BEBRDMOET » ARBMIERE -

1.4.4 ‘m) 1 F1E¥ % K 43 BH (Poor sentence and paragraph structure)

P E3ES ~ Al FRAF ~ R RIMBEISEAH RAVME » NIE
SERSREGAE & LIE AR » M BRI ERA

1.4.5 REBIARA - HRKEZEAD RELE (Loose the forest for the trees)

PIEE H ORI S — THEE IR B Bt S 3w BT 1S AUAS SR - T FE Al SR ARG
s fIRE - KX E AW TAET » Al A1FT = (An inexperienced writer
often discusses the results rather than answers the question by using the results
obtained. Consequently, a discussion may be very long but is in fact “no

points” ) °

Eike TABAEMY 8 T HREKEZAS R H ] o (This is what is

known as ‘‘Lose the forest for the trees” ) °

' ﬁ BB BT (Squid technique)

®
rEis) PRRROIRBOAS  MIEOSHE (BRE
EREERLBENNE) OIEETB2R “SHBIE - AT
BIESR -

A technique in writing a Discussion is to provide minor or
unimportant details and to not answer the questions (often
because there are no clear questions). This is known as
squid technique or squid strategy.

1.5 AEH5mAEE
1. —RiFER R EBRANINE (originality » JREIFTE) ~ ¥EREME (accuracy) ~



S1E BEN (RRSTURT) ORSmE \v
SEEBLRT 2T A
HO-CHE

ZHEIE (objectivity) ~ AMREME (impartiality) ~ FIE&FE M (verifiability) ~ LUK
A (readability) (5| H FRIZEZGRXCEIEL) (B2FERZ4) -

2. FIEE FALR TSR FRAIBEEEE - FAIRETEA (Unclear questions or objec-
tives) ~ KiER{ERER (No hypothesis) ~ 7] T 5 NFFIER¥&ASEH (Poor sentence
and paragraph structure) ~ HFCEEE LUK B HEEIT (Squid techniques) 5 °

3. —B{HIFFE— 85 {F - Robert Day 7EfFH) “How to write and publish a
scientific paper” ZBPURRAYE L3 :

“It is wise to begin writing the paper while the work is still in progress.
This makes the writing easier because everything is fresh in your mind.
Furthermore, the writing process itself is likely to point to inconsistency in

results or perhaps to suggest interesting sidelines that might be followed.”

B EER KRB RN BT — B —8Ram X - ERGLEES
H o HBRMEHEATEESEVFFERIRER - LIt - SRR TR MR
AR JE Z BRI RE KR HROISGE 2 9% » & H & ] LIS BRI -

a® § — BT — AR

., .

ERHAREMSALHER  AREEBIFSHARERESE
RESXNEENIKEANIRERAN - LB IXANTERDTH
= MisRINEEE - BRHARIEREGHNEXOHGIE - B3R
SOHESENEHBERENBREFARIZB BRI -

BBV ZEHATERANS—ERER - EEFIRER
SEIBL IR RER T I BINRICAXRIZNR - BEHURT
EIBF - £ESHRBLMNSREMIE  SIEARBECKEREEME
SHE TIPS+ oRE-

4. BT 2 TEFEEZE50) (Instructions for authors) * A] £ FEEEA /D o

HATER E BRABI R AT 2 1% - L Gl TRV I RRZARD -
PR AR P & (FIRAT I SESGR SCREEL ©



®
\v R S RS E R BURR AT
B A SRESERT 817

5. PSR CEAFGEN T R AHEAKRARRFE - AOHENER - flan - —5)
EPEFEBERER - fTEFANER - URAFAFITE GE2REN
BEAHRRAFHIRE) o HE AR T - BRXWEHRS L -

1.6 t)Z)#)BE (Do not plagiarize)

EFEB A —REE : THEEERMAZEFE - BALE=
FLTHBER - BTG —+EUT £ s HBERE TR -

L
RMLARHNEZEGR : BERA—GXFAHINAGHESET
Fl » SR WEBE B RARIEE M EF > BT R - R »
FHEHMAFREGOHRRESHBX > MRS - LHEH > F&HRM
EHAGERFo i RBEERAZIK » AL THYBRARIL AN
R mARRFLLMPF > RFERDE -

1.6.1 —A) LI E (Rewrite a sentence)

EHEAERBAIRE R E — A E B Rt &AL B8Ry TR - T
LI (E 5+ A BA AT 8t et ) 38 - '

Oxidative stress and inflammation play a crucial role in atherosclero-
sis.

Rl E LTINS R IERE  LAE IR E R A o

liY2

£ T Hm{ESES » FAMTRZI LR EFR A E 58 -
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F1E BEN [TREARC) WRSEE \v
SREBLHRT 5T A

e 5512

Gluconeogenesis is responsible for the maintenance of blood sugar
levels as hepatic glycogen stores become depleted.

A AT hg R AT HE REF B 52 2 1% - #URIRERT AL 1 P R B T AE S I
=g -

ETHEREERTIES » M ESHRE TR~ E 8 -

> 51513

Relationships between dietary components and cancer risk are often
unclear, and the results from epidemiological studies are inconsis-
tent.

R 1% £ 3 LR B 2 PRI 3 3 0 » T L s B S s R
R —% -

MRS AT ) m AR R4 /) BT -




