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The Anthropological Critics of Law:
A Case Study on Foreign Spouse

Abstract

This article aims to integrate Anthropology of Law, as a method,
and also as a strategy into Interdisciplinary Legal Studies. The article
is structured by three main themes: at first, the theories and methods
of Anthropology of Law will be addressed. Secondly, the
anthropological critics of law will be theoretically discussed.
Especially, the author scrutinizes the critics as outside and inside after
she provides the critical review on the Law-and-Society scholarships
in the recently US academia. Thirdly, this article will take the foreign
spouse issue as an example to demonstrate the in-depth dimension
when engaging ethnographic and anthropological perspectives on both
methodological and theoretical levels for legal researches in the
contemporary legal academia in Taiwan.

This paper will highlight the principle research questions: what is
the theoretical base and the jurisprudential foundation for
Interdisciplinary  Legal Studies, especially when Cultural
Anthropology integrates with Law? How can Anthropology of Law
consolidate the legal doctrines particularly when legal knowledge
being launched within varied law institutes? For tackling these
puzzles, the author takes foreign spouses and their marriage
citizenships as the empirical project, and aims to discuss how to
reframe the legal reform discourse through the anthropological view

of legal knowledge production, especially when the foreign spouse
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issues lay on the intersection of varied theoretical and practical
fields, such as Law, Anthropology, Sociology, Citizenship Studies,
Gender Studies and Political Science.

The reason of the author concentrating the project of
Anthropology of Law is to unfold the inside and outside sphere of
legal knowledge. In other words, in this article, the author initiates to
the questions on how the legal knowledge has been contextualized,
and she further discusses how the different positions/disciplines form
their critics on law. The author hopes to devote this paper as an
initiation to explore the trajectory on how local knowledge, culture
and social change, which all bring impact on law; and vice versa, how

law reversibly determines these dimensions.

Keyword: Anthropology of Law, Ethnography of Law, Interdiscip-
linary Legal Research, Law-and-Society, Cultural Legal
Study, Gender and Law, Foreign Spouses, Marriage

Immigrants



