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Prefaces / #=

Lofts are directly linked to the NewYork City neighborhood of SOHO (South of Houston) and the pioneering artists
who occupied them as places to live and wark in the 1960 and 1970's. These SOHO buildings were warchouses
and factories that were converted as they became vacant, Common attributes were cast iron_facades, large windows,
high ceilings, and vast open spaces. The term ‘live-work loft* arose then, most were affordable, and they quickly
became chic. One of the most notable examples is the loft building that the artist Donald Judd bought an Spring
Streer where he worked and Tived with his family for many years. It's now essentially a museum. which is run by the

Judd Foundation and is a must-see tour for anybody in NewYork interested in lofts and those heady times.

Lofts not enly became fashionable places to live and work, but also so did the neighborhoods they were in, which
proliferated across many ULS. cities and beyond. People fell in love with the open spaces. the flexibility, and the
industrial aesthetic, which has influenced architecture and interior design immensely. Lofts also became stimulating
blank canvases for owners to commission architects to create places of personal expression, which continues to this
day. They now exist worldwide and range from renovarions within existing buildings to newly built ones by urban

developers - some with all of the amenities imaginable.

There 15 a creative spirit 1o loft Jife that doesn't really exist with other types of dwellings. Architecturally, they are
unique, mspiring, and casual. Lofts were often all one area and so that essentially deformalized the notion of ‘dining
room’, ‘living room’, and so on. The term ‘open kitchen' comes from the loft and who would want a closed kitchen
woday? People fell in love with indusirial materials like raw wood, old brick, steel, and concrete. Abundant light has
always been an attractive characteristic in lofts, yer thetr most inherent quality was ‘space’. . lots of ir...and as

some have said ‘space is luvury’,

Cass Calder Smith, Al4

Principal, CCS Architecture
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Lofts are directly linked to the NewYork City neighborhood of SOHO (Seuth of Houston) and the pionecring artists
whe occupied them as places to live and work i the 1960 and 1970’ These SOHO buildings were warchouses
and factories that were converred as they became vacant. Common attributes were cast iron_facades, large windows,
high ceilings, and vast open spaces. The term “live-work loft” arose then, most were affordable, and they quickly
hecame chic. One of the most notable examples is the loft building that the artist Donald Judd bought on Spring
Street where he worked and Lived with his family for many years. It's now essentially @ museum, which is run by the

Judd Foundation and 15 @ must-see tour, for anybody in NewYork interested in lofis and those heady times.

Lofts not only became fashionable places to live and wark, but also so did the neighborhoods they were in, which
proliferated across many ULS. cities and heyond. People fell in love with the open spaces, the flexibility, and the
industrial uesthetic, which has influenced architecture and interior design immensely. Lofts also became stimulating
blank canvases for owners to commission architects to create places of personal expression, which continues to this
day. They now exist worldwide and range from renovarions within existing buildings to newly built ones by urban

developers - some with all of the amenities imaginable.

There is a creative spirit to loft life that doesn't really exist with othex types of dwellings. Architecturally, they are
unique, inspiring, and casual. Lofts were often all one area and so that essentially deformalized the notion of ‘dining
room’, “living room’, and so on. The term ‘open kitchen' comes from the lofi and whoe would want a closed kitchen
woday? People fell in love with indusirial materials like raw wood, old brick, steel, and concrete. Abundant light has
always been an attractive characteristic in lofts, yet their most inherent quality was space’. . lots q/'ir...uml as

some have said “space is luxury”.

Cass Calder Smith, Al4

Principal, CCS Architecture
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