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The Intangible Cultural Heritage Archives: Wenzhou Guci

Wenzhou Guci is popular in Wenzhou, Zhejiang Province and its neighboring
areas. Commonly known as “lyrics”, Guci is also called “blind word”, for most of its
singers were blind in earlier times. The performing language is Wenzhou dialect.
(Rui’an dialect is the standard.) Because of different dialects and singing styles, Guci is
divided into two schools, namely, the southern school and the northern school. The
southern school is characterized as delicate and soft while the northern school is more
straightforward and plain. Wenzhou Guci can also be divided into two varieties by the
singing style: One is “plain lyric” that is performed at weddings, funerals,
entertainments, or resolutions of conflict fault; the other is called “grand lyric”, also
known as “niang-niang ci”. The theme of Wenzhou Guci comes generally from folk
stories or legends that are mainly about the vicissitudes of family and love. Major
instruments used in Wenzhou Guci are local musical instruments such as the flat drum,
sanli clappers, cowshell-chord zither and so on. One significant feature in the
single-person performance is that one singer can beat out music on four-to-six

instruments at the same time.




