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Exploration and Innovation

The selection work for 2012 the 2nd Modeling Art New Talents Exhibition
has been completed. Seen from works in this session, they are from various
fields of society, both college art professional teachers and students, as well
as professional painters. Works selected not only have rich subjects, but
also cover many art forms including traditional Chinese painting, oil painting,
engraving, sculpture, watercolor, lacquer painting, and design. The artistic
expressions are in variety, besides most realistic and free style works, there
are also works created by abstract expression and symbol vocabulary
technique. The quantity of works for exhibition increases compared with
previous session, and the quality is better.

Young artists, with earnest, pious and persistent spirit, fully take advantage of
their own technical advantages and absorb foreign culture art achievements
in their creation practice. They make efforts to explore national and regional
feature of modeling art as well as its culture value in modern society. They
keep thinking of true meaning of human art in their studies, keep seeking
their own expression form in process of practice, and gradually accumulate
unique artistic vocabularies. Through the art works exchange and exhibition
platform, young painters’ artistic talents and original achievements are fully
displayed, reflecting creation trend in recent years. They add contemporary
innovation elements and new type voices in consciousness of inheriting
essence of traditional culture, to continuously promote the artists' self growth,
self metabolism and self innovation.

We must highly appreciate contemporary youth’s creative enthusiasm and
achievements, and at the same time we should also see clearly that quite
a number of good and bad works are intermingled in quality and style.
Some need to go further in inheriting and learning the tradition. Some
ideological contents are not healthy enough. Some forms and techniques lack
personalized language expression; though some absorb nutrient of traditional
art and folk art culture, they have not formed own style, failing to reach the
level of mind and body in one and harmony between form and content; some
adsorb more new ideas and new techniques from foreign thoughts and culture,
but lose their unique regional and nationalized vocabularies.

In the development process of modern civilization and along with global
economic integration, finally maintaining diversity of culture depends on that,
each country takes its own unique culture and art as foundation, strengthens
innovation and development of regional and nationalized features, and
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takes this as the driving force and source. And exploration and innovation
is necessary in ensuring development of national culture and art. How to
maintain proper cultural position between tradition and modernization, east
and west, concrete and abstract, is challenge to us. Li Keran once said,
"Get in with the biggest capability, and get out with the biggest courage ". In
exploration and innovation of contemporary art development, people get in
and know things inside, get out and turn out to be suddenly enlightened. In
exploration of inheriting tradition and artistic innovation, this is sense to keep
pace with the times, and to arrive in profound insights of big beauty.

We believe that young artists should realize that, inheriting traditional culture
never means being conservative and closed. We must absorb nutrient of
foreign culture and art with open mind, create more art works with time
features, artistic quality, regional and nationalization features, and receive
historical inspection, selection and evaluation. "Things have life and death,
but seeking has no beginnings and ends." This is the hope of prosperity of our
country’s culture and art.

Executive vice director of Central Research Institute of Chinese Culture and History
Vice president of China Federation of Literary and Art Circles
Vice president of Chinese Artists Association

Feng Yuan
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November 20, 2012
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