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Educational buildings are significantly changing over the
course of the past decades. Universities around the world are
gradually adapting their traditional buildings following the
growing demand in society to have a more democratic, equal
and diverse education system.

(3 has covered several facets of this change in the past years,
trying to depict this phenomenon from different points of
view. Marco Atzori in C3 #310 discussed the impact of social
and economic factors of society on the typological and lin-
guistic characteristics of new university buildings.

In “Connecting Dots between Public Realm, Sports and
School"(C3 #352) Andrew Tang concerned himself with the
public spaces and sport-related facilities annexed to universi-
ties buildings: “New facilities are focusing on more than just
sport fields, lockers, and weight rooms. The body and mind
have become teammates, each as important as the other in
ensuring their collective success’. The notable change which
university buildings underwent from monumental presences
in the city to more permeable and flexible entities has been
discussed by Aldo Vanini in “Liberal and Functional”(C3 #353).
In “Learning in Fluid"(C3 #374) Isabel Potworowski pointed out
what is perhaps the most remarkable aspect of the evolution
of university buildings: the inversely proportional transition

of academic institutions from centres built around teachers,
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scholars and their work, to student-centred buildings where
the needs and demands of learners have superseded the

old academic models. Potworowski explained that: “with the
advent of the knowledge economy, new technologies, and
flexible educational programmes, students have more choice
and control over where, how, and when they learn, making
them privileged customers to which universities cater as they
compete for status and funds. Universities have responded
by providing large, flexible spaces for active student-centred
learning, often featuring natural elements or views to nature,
simulating the environment of a college lawn”.

In this book, we collect a series of recently completed
university-related projects to add to our on-going analysis

of university buildings and related spaces. The most promi-
nent aspects which the presented projects appear to have in
common is the fact that their spaces are increasingly student-
centred, their functions patently reflect today's students’
lifestyle, and that the buildings seem to be designed chiefly
for the students, these latter considered as main client/user,
and prime focus of the architectures.

In “University as a Mobile Way of Life” Paula Meldneo examines
the idea of flexibility, multifunction, and fluidity of use in the
most recent university buildings and related facilities. Mela-

neo relates this significant shift to the “globalisation and the
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increasing mobility of the university population, [...] as an in-
ternational phenomenon, with a great success of the interna-
tional interchange programmes, mixing students from all over
the world". This section offers an insight on the characteristics
that these globalised spaces have: they “should be adaptable,
considering the new work processes and study methods, and
at the same time foster socialization. They should have the
openness of being changed (during a day long or during its
lifespan), with the flexibility to perform the unexpected and
integrating otherness, responding to a diversity of functions
and uses” explains Melaneo.

In his “Flexible, Fluid, Futures: Contemporary Faculty Build-
ings”, Heidi Saarinen analyses the gradual transformation of
university buildings into “life institutes, idea banks, research
leaders, businesses, corporations and even mini cities in some
cases"”. Saarinen explores the impact of new buildings and
technologies onto the students' learning experience, and

“the way these contemporary ‘learning machines’ function

as institutions and places for learning and student life”. From
the article, it emerges that the universities are increasingly
focusing on the way students use and perceive learning areas,
facilities and flexible spaces. “The student experience is on top
of the agenda with well-designed accommodation, social and

recreational environments also expected and the benchmark

EutiZpor, ERmMEBEBRRTLE, flt, Aimarids, HIUBE R
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is set high” explains Saarinen.

In “Universities: Library and Learning Services” Fabrizio Aimar
scrutinises the characteristics of those buildings that are
growingly becoming accessory to the main university func-
tions, meeting a series of demands from the students cohorts.
These new functions are not only a strong selling point for
each institution, but also presented in the prospectuses as
fundamental part of the pedagogic strategy and the overall
student experience in the university. For example “emphasis
must be given to the creative learning through laboratory
projects centred on doing, as in the case of workshops, useful
to explore the expressive and plural dimensions as peculiar-
ity of individuals” holds Aimar. Such buildings vary in func-
tion and type, including art and cultural centres, start-up and
development centres, sport halls and student community
centres.

The aim of this book is to provide a clear picture of the way
the university is changing in its forms, functions and charac-
teristics in order to meet the demand of a growing, exigent
and always more varied student population all over the world.

Silvio Carta
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In the last 3 decades, different factors, such as the computerization of education and
the extensive use of internet as a research tool, and their consequences on the peda-
gogical programs, led the university campuses to become more complex structures
as a response to the new needs.

Globalization and the increasing Mobility of the university population, not just within
the countries but also as an international phenomenon, following the huge success
of international exchange programs, gather and mix people from all over the world
in @ new great university “melting pot”.

If the University had once been a stage for the prestigious masters to spread their
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knowledge and ideas, nowadays the institutions are systems that tend to focus its
attention on their students and their wellbeing, optimizing learning and study con-
ditions, considering the increasing periods of time they spend within the different
university spaces.

These spaces should be adaptable, overseeing the evolution of the work processes
and study methods, and, at the same time, foster socialization. They should have the
openness of being changed (during a day long or during its lifespan), with the flex-
ibility to be capable to perform the unexpected and integrate otherness, responding
to a diversity of functions and uses.
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The university, as the institution we have known in the last
centuries, has its origin in Europe. We can say it is a heritage
of the Antigue Greek Academia, where the learning process

happened in just one direction - based on the teacher’s

~ knowledge - and the spaces reflected it. In the Middle Ages,

“university” evolved from monastic and religious schools to
the first university — as a higher-learning and degree-award-
ing’ institute — founded in 1088 in Bologna, Italy, still within a
Christian context. Last century revealed a university with elitist
characteristics, sometimes as an institution of power, mir-
roring politics and ideas, the building itself thought of as an
image of excellence in education (or of the political regimes
on the behalf of it).

These universities of the past, thought of as an elite insti-

tution, became obsolete and went under stages of some
structural changes during the late 1960's and early 1970's,
as a reflex of the May 1968 events, Government incentive

programs, the awareness of the social importance of educa-
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tion and monetary aid, gave the population access to studies
and made the university more open to all. The contemporary
university is a more democratic system, closer to the sense
of “a community of masters and scholars”’, where academic
subjects are discussed and worked transversely. The spaces
hosting the institutions ideally function as a whole and are
conceived or transformed to be multifunctional. In the exist-
ing buildings, the physical hierarchies are diluted and users,
teachers, students and researchers share the spaces.

These spaces are continuously adapting to today’s “liquid
times”, where the university population is more and more
characterized for having a way of life based on the concept
of Mobility. In general, teachers, students and researchers are
constantly traveling, benefiting from interchange programs
to participate in international projects, collecting extensive
knowledge and new experiences. Another important aspect
is the transformation of teaching, learning and research meth-

ods, focused today on tools such as the computer, internet
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Ryerson University’s New Student Learning Center in Toronto,
Canada
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and intranets. This expands the possibilities of choosing a
space to study, in a more mobile way.

University buildings should welcome them, providing not
only appealing and healthy spaces to study and work, but
also spaces that offer a social function, fostering integration
and human relations.

To respond to these requirements, the main characteristic of
the space is flexibility. This can be translated into design by
hybrid or multipurpose spaces, with no specific function, with
easily controllable lighting and acoustic systems. They can be
divided into open and fluid spaces, with movable furniture,
where several activities can take place; and more closed or
private spaces for small groups to meet and work closely, or
for individuals to work intently.

Another important quality is the diversity of space. They
should be easily identifiable by their physical characteristics,
such as colors, materials, lighting type or noise level. Most

of the projects presented in this chapter are a small part of a
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whole. They represent part of the university’s facilities and are
directly related with students, dedicated to their studies and
social activities. Designed with special attention to students’
comfort and to integrate students, and provide them comfort,
the spaces reflect the respect for their mobile way of life.
They all have a strong image and identity within the cam-

pus and are thought of as structures to welcome students,
creating a close relation with them and with the surrounding
complexes. Some of these projects serve university campuses
that have more users than the number of inhabitants of some
small cities, hence the importance of their role is in these
systems in developing intellectual and social skills, individual
empowerment independence and self-confidence.

The exception is the Toni-Areal building where the conceptual
approach is completely different because it does not work

as a complementary facility inside the campus, but as the
campus itself. In fact, it functions as a small city serving the

Arts and Applied Sciences’ students of the Zurich University in

11
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HESBYMIRERHBERL
Education Center for Utrecht
University in the Netherlands
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Switzerland. EM2N converted a former factory into a 24,400m?
“location for education, culture and housing”, as explained

by the architects. The building operates in a complex way,
hosting various uses, such as learning and study spaces for
different disciplines, areas dedicated to culture (music and
concerts halls, library, cinema, exhibition areas, etc.) and social
areas (rooftop garden, cafeteria, coffee bar, terraces, interior
squares, etc) and accommodation floors with apartments. Its
enormous spatial diversity, ranging from large open spaces
for public use and socialization to small closed areas for more
individual use, makes it a space that is living 24 hours per day.
Snghetta and Zeidler Partnership Architects created Ryerson
University's New Student Learning Center in Toronto, Canada,
as a 14,200m? part of a larger university complex with 38,000
students. A variety of spaces is offered in its 8 floors, where
the users are invited to interact not only between themselves
but also with the spaces. As explained by the designers, the

building “encourages students to make the space their own.”
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The architects have defined different nature-related themes
for each level of the building, reported by the colors and ma-
terials used. The larger spaces are thought as free-zones, wide
and adaptable, with casual and movable furniture (such as the
“Beach” and the “Sky"). Smaller and confined spaces are those
aimed for individual study or small-group work (such as in the
“Forest” or in the “Garden”), and there are also some typical
classrooms (in the “Sun” level). Besides its design, as a gateway
to the campus, completely integrated in the existing urban
fabric, the building's stimulating all-day-long experiences — as
a place to be in between classes — also makes it function as a
landmark for the university, like a lighthouse inviting student
activity. Its glazed facade exposes a printed pattern that con-
trols the natural light and heat, and at the same time links the
city while offering occasional views.

As concluded by the architects, “From autumn to spring,
midterms through final exams, students will continue to cre-

ate their own experiences and memories out of this library




