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PART VI WRITING (45 MIN)

With the continued growth of online teaching systems and integration of massive open
online courses (MOOCSs ) into higher education, college study will never be the same for both
professors and students. The following are opinions from both sides. Read the excerpts

carefully and write your response in 300 words. in which you should:

1. summarize briefly the opinions from both sides;

2. give your comment.

Marks will be rewarded for content relevance, content sufficiency, organization and
language quality. Failure to follow the above instructions may result in a loss of marks.

University

The University of Washington (UW) in the US isn't shy about the benefits and
drawbacks of online education. UW concedes online courses may be more effective for
self-directed learners, and students who are not organized and in possession of good
time-management skills may struggle. Thus, students should ask themselves whether they are
capable of leamning independently before signing up for online coursework.

UW also mentions online courses may not be able to accurately replicate the vibrant
sense of intellectual community that has been at the heart of higher education for ages. This

might lead some to miss out on learning and networking opportunities.

Students

Jasmine Barta of Arizona State University: | take about half of my class online each
semester. and I'll tell you why: Online classes are the secret to a happier. fuller and less
stressful college experience. Some students complain about the lack of social interaction and
the ease with which they can forget to meet a deadline. But for me these concerns fall flat in
the face of the convenience, flexibility and independence online learning offers.

Chang Hanyi of Boston University: In order to squeeze in some extra learning without
taking the focus away from my major, I enrolled in a pass/fail online reading and writing

workshop. The course is actually as demanding as my other regular language classes. But



what | have leammed so far is beyond my expectations. My professor assigns weekly
assignments each Monday, and I am required to do readings. write study blogs and take
quizzes regularly. I am also required to respond to comments from my professor and
classmates. So, taking online courses doesn't mean zero physical interaction with your
instructors. My professor even invited me to face-to-face meetings four times to address article
structure in my writing assignments. My professor also uploads video clips to review class
content and audio files to clarify some thorny points. Despite the hard work, I still enjoy cyber
interaction with my professor and classmates.

Yang Yang of Peking University: With MOOCs, we are no longer confined to a
classroom at a certain time slot. Whenever I feel in the mood to study, I take out my laptop or
iPad to watch course videos. | am now taking Legal Writing and Research on Coursera, a
popular MOOCs platform. Each week, four or six course videos are released for us students to
learn. Apart from the teaching sessions, there are also quizzes to assess whether [ have
grasped the knowledge well. Quiz scores make up 32 percent of my final scores. The great
thing about the quizzes is we even have them before each course. This encourages me to
finish all the reading and preview the class early. Although MOOCs are improving my
learning experiences, this new form of teaching cannot compete with traditional ways of
learning in terms of teacher-student interaction. I used to ask questions immediately after
class. But with MOOCs, we only have office hour for question and answer sessions. Most of

the time, [ won't bother to go.

Write your response on ANSWER SHEET FOUR.

FxEi
University
1E = be more effective for self-directed learners
JZ : not be able to replicate the vibrant sense of intellectual community
Students
Jasmine Barta:
1 : convenience, flexibility and independence
Chang Hanyi:
IE : enjoy cyber interaction
Yang Yang:
iE.: no longer confined to a classroom at a certain time slot

Z : lack teacher-student interaction
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My Views on MOOCs

In the modern age, it is not surprising that universities are taking advantage of advances
in technology to provide more modern styles of learning for their students. One of these is the
increasing availability of online classes. Online education has many advantages, such as
greater flexibility of study and greater convenience in learning. However, there are also
disadvantages associated with online courses, such as the lack of face-to-face interaction as
opposed to classroom education. | am of the opinion that despite potential drawbacks, online
courses are a great innovation in education.

I think the main benefits of online courses are twofold. Firstly, online classes allow
greater flexibility and convenience for learners. People who might not otherwise be able to
gain any further education can gain access to it, and students are better able to tailor their
college education to suit their needs. It is easier for students to fit their learning alongside a
job or more traditional methods of study. Secondly, the study of online classes allows for
greater personal development for students. The more self-directed nature of online study
requires that students be self-motivated and develop their time-management skills. These
skills are not only useful during university but are of great value for their whole life.
Therefore, taking online courses could help to better prepare students for their future life and
career. One of the objections raised by detractors is that these courses will be difficult for
learners with poor time-management skills, but I cannot see that there is a better time to learn
this than whilst at college.

It is my view that online courses provide excellent ways for many people to gain

knowledge and skills, either during their time at university, or at other points in their life.

3



Although it is true that some students may miss out to some extent in the social aspects of
attending university, this drawback is far outweighed by the gain in availability of education.
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1. Students are better able to tailor their college education to suit their needs.
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Band

Score

20-18

Description

'EFFECTIVE COMMUNICATION WITH ACCURACIES

The writing effectively addresses the writing task. [t demonstrates a
well-developed logical organizational structure with clearly stated
main ideas and sufficient supporting details. It has almost no errors
of vocabulary, spelling, punctuation or syntax, and it displays an
adequate ability to use the language with appropriacy. No difficulty
is experienced by the reader.

17-15

14-12

11-9

GOOD COMMUNICATION WITH FEW INACCURACIES

The writing adequately addresses almost all of the writing task,
though it deals with some parts more effectively than others. It
demonstrates a generally well-developed logical organizational
structure with main ideas and supporting details. It has relatively few
significant errors of vocabulary, spelling, punctuation or syntax, and
it displays an ability to use the language with appropriacy. Very little
difficulty is experienced by the reader.

PASSABLE COMMUNICATION WITH SOME INACCURACIES
The writing adequately addresses most of the writing task. On the

whole, it demonstrates an adequately developed organizational
structure, though there may occasionally be a lack of relevance,
clarity, consistency or support. It has occasional errors of
vocabulary, spelling, punctuation or syntax, which may, from time
to time, obscure meaning, and for the most part it displays some
ability to use the language with appropriacy. Occasional difficulty is
experienced by the reader.

PROBLEMATIC COMMUNICATION WITH FREQUENT

INACCURACIES

The writing only addresses some of the writing task. It
demonstrates an inadequate organizational structure, and there
may quite often be a lack of relevance, clarity, consistency or
support. It has frequent errors of vocabulary, spelling, punctuation
or syntax, and it displays a limited ability to use the language

with appropriacy. Some difficulty is experienced by the reader.



ALMOST NO COMMUNICATION
The writing almost completely fails to address the writing task. It

has neither an organizational structure nor coherence. Almost all

sentences contain errors of vocabulary, spelling, punctuation or

syntax. and it displays no ability to use the language with

appropriacy. Even after considerable effort on the part of the reader,

the text is largely incomprehensible.
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With the continued growth of online teaching systems and integration of massive open
online courses (MOOCs) into higher education, college study will never be the same for both
professors and students. The following are opinions from both sides. Read the excerpts
carefully and write your response in 300 words, in which you should:

1. summarize briefly the opinions from both sides;

2. give your comment.
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Marks will be rewarded for content relevance, content sufficiency, organization and
language quality. Failure to follow the above instructions may result in a loss of marks.
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University
The University of Washington (UW) in the US isn't shy about the benefits and

drawbacks of online education. UW concedes online courses may be more effective for

self-directed learners, and students who are not organized and in possession of good

time-management skills may struggle. Thus, students should ask themselves whether they are
capable of learning independently before signing up for online coursework.
UW also mentions online courses may not be able to accurately replicate the vibrant

sense of intellectual community that has been at the heart of higher education for ages. This

might lead some to miss out on learning and networking opportunities.
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Students

Jasmine Barta of Arizona State University: | take about half of my class online each
semester, and I'll tell you why: Online classes are the secret to a happier. fuller and less
stressful college experience. Some students complain about the lack of social interaction and
the ease with which they can forget to meet a deadline. But for me these concerns fall flat in

the face of the convenience, flexibility and independence online learning offers.

¥
Jasmine Barta i W & 7 45 B 4t (But for me):. convenience, flexibility and

independence( @], R & M7 ).

Chang Hanyi of Boston University: In order to squeeze in some extra learning without
taking the focus away from my major, I enrolled in a pass/fail online reading and writing

workshop. The course is actually as demanding as my other regular language classes. But
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