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Introduction

As an |IELTS Examiner, | conducted the IELTS Speaking Test for thousands of
students over about a two and a half year period. | often wondered what it would be like to
be sitting in the other seat, i.e. as a student taking the test. (Currently there is no Chinese
equivalent of the IELTS test!)

For this book, | decided to put myself “in the hot seat,” so to speak. | collected all
of the reported Part 2 IELTS Speaking Topics from the past five years and recorded my
response for each topic.

All of these model responses would get a score of ‘9’ in the actual test, as they display
high levels of fluency (being natural and being clear), pronunciation (including intonation),
grammar (accuracy and range) and vocabulary.

Why only Part 2?

My previous books have focused on all three parts of the speaking test: Part 1:
Familiar Topics, Part 2: The Long Talk and Part 3: Extended Discussion. For this book |
decided to focus solely on Part 2, for a couple of reasons:

Firstly, Part 2 is the most important part of the speaking test. Here’s how it
breaks down:

Part 1 easiest Part 2 most important Part 3 hardest

Part 2 of the speaking test is the most important because it's generally during this
time that the examiner will decide your score. In Part 3, the questions which the examiner

asks you (questions which have been provided for the examiner or the examiner’'s own
questions—this part of the test is quite flexible) are largely used to check the score you've

already been given.

For example:

The examiner decides you are The examiner will ask you level ‘6’ questions, and also some

a'e level ‘7' questions
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The reason why the examiner will ask you level ‘7’ questions in this example is to
push you to your limits; perhaps a score of ‘6’ is too low. This is why students always feel
Part 3 is too difficult for them. Effectively, be too difficult!

With this in mind, it's vital to get a good score in the second part of the speaking

test.

(Examiners occasionally change their minds in Part 3, however more often than not
they don't, so speak‘to impress in Part 2!)

Another reason why | decided to focus on Part 2 topics in this book is to give students
some ideas and suggestions regarding possible responses.

Students often tell me: “I don’t know what to talk about for the ‘new law’ topic!” and so
on.

| should point out that the responses | have given in this book are general enough so
that a student from anywhere in China can give a similar response.

Also, although I'm a Kiwi (from New Zealand), | have given my responses as if | was
a Chinese student. For example, I've used such expressions as “in my country” (meaning
China) and for the “wild animal from your country” topic, for example, I've talked about a
panda bear.

This book was made in “real time”

To make this book as authentic as possible, | approached each topic in the same
way as an IELTS student would in the actual test. Meaning, initially | gave myself one
minute to prepare my talk (using a paper and pen to make notes—make sure you do this
in the real test! Students who don’t do this almost always get a lower score!), then | gave
myself a 2-minute time limit to speak, recording my responses and then transcribing
them into this book.

As a result, you will see that my responses contain natural pauses, “um”s and
“ah’s, as well as some false starts (when you start to say something, stop, and then say
something else).

Remember that this is normal and natural and that you should do this in the real
test—it actually helps your fluency score!
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Using this book

| should note that | don’'t expect anyone to memorize all of the model responses in
this book. Frankly, that's impossible (and also not a good idea; examiners are trained to
spot responses which are purely memorized).

Instead, my intention in writing this book was to provide students with examples

of the types of responses they.should give to achieve a high score. It would be a good
idea, however, to practice using parts of my responses, or certain phrases | often use, in

addition to the key words and phrases | have emphasized.

I'm aware that there are other books on the market which provide model responses,
however these books all feature local students in mock interviews, and—while useful—

tend to focus on what not to say, i.e. the mistakes.

The example responses in this book should provide you with an accurate
representation of what you should be saying to achieve a high score in the Speaking Test.

What is level 9?

Also, keep in mind that “Level 9” does not mean “native speaker.” A Harvard or
Oxford student (English native speaker) would probably get IELTS Speaking Level
19, if that existed! It's not about using the /argest words you can think of or the most
complex grammatical structures. Rather, it's largely about being natural and clear,

and using words in context—throwing out “BIG words” just for the sake of it won't
necessarily improve your score! The words and expressions | have highlighted in this
book are all high-level and natural as well as common to native speaker’s everyday
vernacular.

Key words and phrases

In addition to each model response, | have also isolated key words and phrases which
you should try to remember and use in your speaking test. These words and expressions
can be used for any part of the speaking test, not just Part 2. For example, if you are

asked to talk about television (whether in Parts 1, 2, or 3) you could use the expression
the box” (slang for “T.\V.").

VIl Introduction
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Speaking points

Using the card

All Speaking Cards have four prompts. These are commonly mistakenly referred
to as “questions,” but are in fact only there to give you some ideas and suggestions of
things to talk about. The truth is you don’t have to use the prompts at all, as long as you
don’t change the subject. However, | recommend that you do use the prompts, as this will
make your response much more structured and logical (which is important for your fluency
score).

w Describe a place where you often go to eat lunch.

-8 You should say: 0
% where it is

@ C what it Iooks like [ )
3 ( what you usually eat there 1@
5'- [and explain why you like to go to this place. it

Always include the first prompt in your introduction.

On a similar note...

The fluency structure

For each of the responses in this book, | have used variations on a basic structure |
recommend for Part 2. This structure is:

“Okay the topic on my card is to describe (the topic), and the one I've chosen to
talk about is (your answer), which is (describe it including information related to the 1st
prompt).

As to (the 2nd prompt on the question card—just read it aloud), the best way to
answer that is (your answer). By that | mean (more information).

Regarding (the 3rd prompt), what | would like to say is (your answer). Case in point,
(more information).

X  Speaking points
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Finally you'd like me to explain (the 4th prompt) and what | should highlight here is
(your answer). For example, (more information). So that’s why (I decided to talk about
this topic).

Of course it's not necessary to use a structure like this, however particularly for
students who are having trouble getting a score higher than 5.0, this structure can
do wonders. If you use this structure the examiner will almost be forced to give you a

higher score!

All of the expressions in this structure relate to your fluency coherence

score (hence, examiners refer to structures such as this as “fluency structures”).
Simply put, if you use a structure like this your overall fluency score will be higher,
especially if you punctuate it with pauses and “um”s and “ah”s, which make it sound

more natural.

If you're aiming at a score higher than, say, 6.0, you may feel that talking
freely without set structural phrases might be the way to go. It's possible, however |
recommend using at least some of my recommended phrases in your response, in order
to give your response some structure (coherence) and gain some valuable fluency and

grammar points.

All of the responses in this book are variations on the fluency structure.

The topics

The Part 2 topics in this book are topics which have been reported by students over
the past three years. It's not necessary to go back beyond that time, as previous topics
are almost all no longer being used or are variations on current topics (for example, the
current topic “Your prefect climate” is a variation on the old topic “Your favourite weather”).

As the IELTS organizing board is very secretive, the actual wording on many of these
cards is unknown, however for the most part the content of these cards is correct, based
on reports from students who have taken the test. However, if you find that the card in
your exam is slightly different from the card you have prepared for, don’t panic! Remember
that the prompts on the card are only suggestions, and you can respond to the topic in any
way you see fit.

Xl Speaking points
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Regarding the topics, note that for subtle variations (example: “an animal” and “a
wild animal”) | have only provided one model response, whereas for other similar topics
| have provided several examples. It's important to add that although many of the topics
in this book are not being used at this moment, they (or variations on) are bound to be
resurrected at some point in the future. You should be prepared for any eventuality!

Grammar

Grammar range is an area where many students lose points. Grammar accuracy—

the thing students worry about most—is actually much less important. Showing a range
of different grammatical tenses and structures is necessary if you want to get a score of
5.5 or higher. In particular pay attention to how | have used past tense in my responses,
as well as how | have mixed tenses—meaning that I've tried to use a combination of past,
present and future tenses. | recommend that you use past perfect tense (I like to call it “past

past”) if you can. It's a bit hard to use but with practice you'll find it a lot easier and very
useful. Example:

“l didn’t go to the park because I'd stayed up late the night before.”

Don'’t tell the truth

Please don't tell the truth in Part 2! Actually, | don't call it “lying”, | call it “stretching the
truth”. Don’t worry—the examiner doesn'’t care if what you tell him or her is true or not, they
only care about the level of your English!

You shouldn’t tell the truth, because:
a) The truth is usually simple. You'll probably use simple words to describe it.

b) You may get stuck on a word. Because you are trying to describe something that
actually exists, you might find that you don’t have the necessary vocabulary! This
will, in turn, hurt your fluency.

If you use your imagination you can say anything you want and a whole world of
possibilities will open up for you! All of the responses in this book are imagined, and
you'll notice that certain characters such as “my cousin” will pop up in different topics.
Cross-using ideas and information is a great way to make your life a lot easier in terms of
preparing for numerous different topics!

XIV Speaking points
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