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PREFACE

Meng Jin, the capital of six ancient dynasties, is of long history with numerous cultural relics. After the construction of the Yellow
River Xiaolangdi Dam Project and the Yellow River Xixiayuan Dam Project, modernness is merged into the dignified historical
culture of the ancient Meng Jin. Numbers of literati and photographers are attracted to plough and weed here in this beloved
land. The publishing of this photography work “Charming Meng Jin" of appreciation value by Jihong Zhang, is immediately
significant for us to know and understand Meng Jin deeply. He shoots his camera at his homeland Meng Jin, thoughtfully
representing its natural sceneries, ancient culture and modern constructions in the artistic photographing method in which the
light is mastered precisely and smoothly, the composition is powerful, and the spot with line, block with surface, coldness with
warmth are harmonious with the main theme. In all these, the photography set of * Wan Li Huang He Meng Jin Lan” and the
set of “ Xi Xia Lake " , grandly and magnificently, fresh and vividly, are excellent historical images of the Yellow River and
have exactly reproduced the ecological environment of the Yellow River.

Through all these years, thousands of pictures have been taken by Jihong Zhang of whom the persistent spirit is truly
valuable. It is his tremendous passion for this beloved land that drives the production of these photography works of aesthetic
beauty and deep thought under his lens, as well as the many impressive * Charming Meng Jin”  photography exhibitions with so
many audiences, which can illustrates that his works are time conforming and common touching.

After his years of Meng Jin scenery photography in rain and snow, we applause for his spectacular works and deeply
appreciate his efforts dedicated.

Appreciating this “ Charming Meng Jin” |, thoughts emerge. Book closed, flavor lingers. It is like a marvelous Meng Jin
reportage and a sweet poetry of glittering moming light with birds’ twitter and flower fragrance. We look forwards to more of

his photography works and wish Meng Jin all the best.

Vice President of China Photographers Association
Executive President of China Art Photography Society
Xianmin Zhu
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MENGIIN, THE CRADLE OF HUANGHE RIVER'S CULTURE

Meng]Jin, next to Luoyang on the south while running Yellow River on the north, was named for its vital location by Mengtu
who was the emperor in Xia Dynasty. Throughout 5000 years of change, it has become a historical place with splendid culture.
Mengjin County has the legend of "Resources of Hetu" and "Mansion of Luoshu" and is the originated place of The
Book of Changes of China. In 11th Century B.C., King Wu of Zhou joined alliance here and led eight hundred dukes
across Yellow River to send a punitive expedition against King Zhou of Shang, and left "Joined Alliance Platform" and site
of "Koumajian" historically. Luoyi was established here in the Eastern Zhou, and then established the capitals in the Eastern
Han, Cao Wei, Western Jin and Northern Wei Dynasties. Mengjin had remained the political, economic and cultural center
of China, and as one of the busiest metropolis of the world. The ancient cities in Han and Wei Dynasties were conformed
as one of national sites to be protected as cultural relics. As the old saying goes, born in the Suzhou and Hangzhou of the
southern China, dead and buried in Mangshan Mountain of the northern China, so many ancient tombs had remained in
the top and foot of the Mangshan Mountain, there gathered four imperial tombs areas of the Eastern Zhou, Eastern Han,
Northern Wei and Late Tang Dynasty, which is the most concentrated group of ancient tombs in the world. In addition, the
former residence of Jia Yi in Han Dynasty and Wang Duo, the famous writer in Qing Dynasty, and famous garden of Jingu
in Jin Dynasty,original land of Tang tri—color glazed pottery and hometown of Yaohuang, the king of peony. All these show
Mengjin county's broad and profound cultural atmosphere.
At present, so many projects are bmlt'm , like the world famous Xiao
Project, water diversion ef the M M‘W‘ :
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