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Beautiful World and Beautiful Life

Every work of a woman artist is her “self—portrait

a presentation of the beautiful mind of a woman
Women artists have more family responsibilities than men artists. for it is regarded as the bounden duty of a

8IS, i ok 1
woman lo assist her hushand and bring up their children. Their love of art is not affected by their heavy family and
social responsibilities at all, women artists are still sensitive to life and nature and maintain their sustained creativity
is still sunny and beautiful in their eyes

P

Women artists seem superior to men artists in mastering subltle sensations and capturing  various moods

Most of the women artists graduated from Tianjin Academy of Fine Arts in the 1980s. Time flies and life is short

Though they look aged now. their inner mind is still beautiful, just as the world, though not sufficiently ideal and nice
[he world is beautiful in their eyes and in their hearts: therefore. their life is more beautiful

[ expect that these beautiful women artists will produce more works of art, and that they will maintain thei
present looks. I expect all the more that the world will also be a “beautiful world” as they see in their eyes

Jiang Lu

February 2014
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Editor’s Notes

Tianjin Academy of Fine Arts Women Artists Invitational Exhibition titled “A Beautiful World” was
held in March 2014 at the TAFA Gallery. The exhibition was a fairly important artistic exchange event among
the women artists” exhibitions hosted by Tianjin Academy of Fine Arts. It has achieved practical results as
artistic exchange and art show. Now we have compiled some works by the participant artists into an album to
entertain the audience.

Here we would like 1o express our gratitude to Mr. Lin Daojun. Executive Director and Chief Expert of
the Cultural Creation and Finance Research Center of Beijing Foreign Studies University and “Person of the
Year for Collection in China, 2012”, and Tianjin People’s Publishing House for their generous support in the

process of compiling and publishing this album.

The Editor

August 2014
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Wang Gongyi

Born in Tianjin, China in 1946.

Associate professor in the Printmaking Department at China Academy of Art. Now
lives in the United States.

Graduated from the graduate printmaking class at Zhejiang Academy of Fine Arts in
1980.

Visiting artist at the Pacific Northwest College of Art, Portland, USA.

Permanent member of the Northwest Print Association, Portland, USA.

Artist-in-residence at Museum of Art, Oregon State University, Oregon, USA.
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Art and creation are something | have been doing and thinking about in the past decades. When it comes to
expressing them in language, however, | still feel it necessary to think about them more seriously.

You have your own perceptions and feelings to express, and you use your own deliberate wording to express
them. Some expressive abilities, inborn with you, are called talents, while some others are acquired through years
of study. Everyone has the right to express something, and all people have the right to make criticism. It is difficult
to set up a concrete common criterion for artistic creation. The field of art, therefore, has revealed so many stories of
individuals from ancient times to the present, from the East to the West.

—Wang Gongyi
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350 x 552cm
1994 £

Rhythm

Ink and wash
350 x 5562cm
1994



180 x 26cm

2007 4

Peeping

Ink on raw rice paper

180 x 26cm

2007
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Yang Lixin

Born in Tianjin, China in October 1951.

Went to live and work as a member of a production team in the countryside north of
the Great Wall in1969.

Entered Hebei Pingguan Normal School (now Chengde Normal University) in 1974,
majoring in painting, and was retained there as a faculty member after graduation.
Entered Tianjin Academy of Fine Arts in 1979, majoring in decorative painting, and
later began to teach at Tianjin Yangcun Teachers Training School (now Tianjin Normal
University) and Tianjin Senior Secondary School of Fine Arts.

Member of China Prints and Exlibris Association and director of Tianjin branch.

Member of Chinese Artists Association, Tianjin Branch.
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| like to depict idyllic life, and like the scenery and people in the rural areas, perhaps because my values were
thoroughly changed during over 6 years’ rural life in my youth, or because, with my growing age, | like to recall
or return to the places where | lived in my youth. The vast, rustic and desolate landscapes and how people are in
awe of nature have impressed me deeply everywhere, whether in Saibei Bashang or in Tibet. Seeing the simplicity,
honesty and contentedness revealed on the faces of people there, | feel as if | have suddenly deciphered the code

of human happiness, that is, being at ease, prosaic, carefree and calm. | like all of this. Let me use my own words to

tell the stories | want to.

——Yang Lixin
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50 x 60cm
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Rosy Clouds over the Plateau
Oil on linen

50 x 60cm

2012
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Warm Spring in Bashang
Oil on linen

73 x 92cm

2008
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At the Foot of the Mountain
Oil on linen

50 x 60cm

2012
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90 x 130cm
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Pastoral Song
Oil on linen
90 x 130cm

2007
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The Setting Sun
Qil on linen

81 x 100cm
2012
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Harvesting Potatoes

Oil on linen
2 x73cm
2007
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Chen Pu

Born in 1953.
Graduated from Tianjin Academy of Fine Arts in 1977.
Associate professor at School of Art and Design, Tianjin Normal University.

Member of Chinese Artists Association.
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Since | retired in 2010, | have had more leisure time, and doing pictures has been part of my daily life. | consider
myself lucky enough to have an affinity for art, and enjoy so much free space to turn various memories into pictures
with intuitive visual images created in my chosen methods. That is my favorite thing to do, so | enjoy every day.

The Annual Rings series: From 2004 on, | chose silkscreen as a medium to trace and depict my past life
memories - memories which are either bitter, or sad, or funny, or delighting.

The | Love My Family series: Through the striking contrast between different elements in my paintings, | try to
seek mutual tolerance between conflicting cultures.

The Flowers in Fog series: This series covers the paintings | have kept producing over recent years in various
media, including silkscreen, ink and wash, and acrylic on canvas. In freely deciding which media and materials to
use, which expressive needs to address and which pictorial effects to pursue, | seek a pleasant and peaceful state

of mind.

——Chen Pu
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75 x55cm

2006 &

| Love My Family No. 1
Silkscreen print

75 x 55cm

2006
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