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Once upon a time in a faraway jungle, a tiny monkey
was born without a single hair on his body.

No fur, no fleece, not even fuzz!

His parents named their beloved baby Mookey.

They found his soft, alabaster skin beautiful.

His aunties and uncles and cousins took turns
caressing his silky head, and his nana knitted cozy

sweaters to keep him warm in the winter.

As Mookey grew, he stayed as hairless as the day
he was born.

“I’m as smooth as a banana, "he said with pride.
He loved the colorful clothes he wore to keep
warm in the winter and to avoid sunburn in the

Summer.

E50

On his first day of school, Mookey picked out his
favorite jungle outfit. |
His parents gave him a big book bag. His nana
gave him new shoes for his smooth feet.
Everyone kissed Mookey’s sweet pink cheeks and

wished him a great day.
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But things didn’t work out so well.

Mookey’s classmates had never seen a hairless
monkey.

They didn’t know what to think. Some were not

very nice.
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On Monday, Morton Mongoose called him Baldy.
On Tuesday, Tristan Tiger just stared.
On Wednesday, Wilhelmina Warthog pointed and

giggled.
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Every day they teased Mookey. And soon he
stopped loving the very thing he once loved most
about himself.

“Why do I have to be different?” he thought. “It’s
not fair.”

Then he had an idea.
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At Crocodile Clyde’s Costume Shop, Mookey
tound what he was looking for.

The next morning he arrived at school as furry as

everyone else.

But soon it didn’t seem like such a good idea.

“This is hotter than a polar bear coat!”

Gluing fur clippings from Beatrice Baboon’s Beauty

Boutique didn’t work either.
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“Nothing works,”
grumbled Mookey.
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At Paulina
Porcupine’s Potions,
Mookey bought

a bottle of Potion
No.114, which
Paulina said would
help grow hair.

The next moring, he
rubbed it on his skin.
Soon his skin started
to tingle. Something
is growing!” he
rejoiced.

But it wasn’t hair.
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“Who,whoo, I’ve been watching you, Mookey,”

said Oslo Owl. “You can’t solve your problems by
changing who you are on the outside. And you can’t
change others. But you can change what you do when
someone teases you.”

“How?” asked Mookey.

“You are surrounded by wisdom and experience,”

Oslo hooted, but said nothing more.

“What does he mean?”” Mookey asked Horatio
Hyena.

“I think he means your friends can help,” said
Horatio.

So Mookey told Horatio about his problem.
“When folks give me the business,” said Horatio,
“I just make a joke! It’s hard for others to laught at

you when you’re already laughing.”

“Is that s0?”” said Mookey.
“I know some funny jokes. And I like to laugh!”
Mookey thanked Horatio and went on his way.



“Hellooooo,” Mookey called up to Genevieve Giraffe.
“May I ask your advice?”
Genevieve listened to Mookey’s story.

“When I was your age,” she said, “kids called me

Stretch. But one summer there was a drought, and the
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“Hmmm,” thought Mookey out loud. “My sleek skin
helps me swim fast. [ feel good about that.”

“That could surely come in handy some day,” she said.

Mookey thanked her and went on his way.

Sigmund Sloth dangled sleepily overhead.

“What’s up?” he yawned.

Mookey told him his story.

“I have especially long toes,” said Sigmund.

, “Sometimes Winky Wolthound gives me a hard time
SN Clln] A LML L. about it. But I just take a deep breath and relax, and
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Monkey is more fun.”
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“Hmmm,” said Mookey, “I do get upset when
they tease me. I’1l try breathing and walking away
instead.”

Mookey turned to thank Sigmund, but he was

already asleep.

Mookey caught up with Giselle Gazelle, the
mail carrier.

“There have always been creatures in this
village who are unkind to gazelles. I’ve

accepted that,” she said after hearing Mookey’s
story.

“I spend time with Zoe Zebra and Abraham
Antelope. They are nice. I try to avoid the others.”
“Hmmm, Otis Orangutan has always been
friendly,” said Mookey.

But he said it to the air.

Giselle was already well on her way!



Mookey swung home to his parents.
“It’s not easy being teased,” he told them.
“But everyone I talked to had a good idea.”

“We’re so sorry for what you’ve been going

(o through,”said his mom.
B HAT I R, .
ot £ AL “Hh R AT, o “But we’re very proud of you for asking for help,”
AR EAN & RAR B ik |
CEAAAR BB " A : 4
RS T T said his pop.
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“Why do kids tease each other?”’Mookey wanted to
know.

“Maybe so they can feel better about themselves,”
said his mom.

“Maybe because they feel uncomfortable when
someone 1s different,” said his pop.

“It’s not about you,” they said.

“It’s more about them.”

Back at school, Mookey had lots of new tools to

help him deal with being teased.
He felt like he was wearing a suit of armor over
his smooth skin, just like Arty Armadillo!
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Over time, Mookey tried all of his friends’ ideas.
Some kids became bored.
Some thought Mookey was funny.

And some saw him in a brand new light.

Of course, Mookey still got teased from time to
time.

But it didn’t bother him like it used to.

Sometimes he even took it as a compliment.
“That’s right,” he would say proudly,” I am a
hairless monkey. Thank you for noticing!”



