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International Space Design Award—Idea-Tops is the most internationalized
and professional design award in China, its establishment was based on the
rapidly developing design market of the world's ond-largest economy.
Idea-Tops aims to discover and praise designers and design works that are
innovative in the space form, technology application, art performance and
culture presentation, and create the most thoughtful and influential design
award around the world.

Idea-Tops builds a platform for communication and collaboration between
Chinese and Western designs. The high level of international judges,
rigorous and impartial mechanism of awards and the setting of award
categories make ldea-Tops not only become the most internationalized and
professional design award in China, but also a window for the world design
industry to understand Chinese design

Lots of masters participated in Idea-Tops, including Graeme Scannell
(design director of Gensler—one of the world's top three design studios),
Mark Hemel (designer of Guangzhou Tower—China's tallest Tower), Robert
J.Gdowski (designer principal of BBG-BBGM—one of the world's top five
hotel design companies), Rodger Dalling (global director of Woods
Bagot—the international renowned architecture firm which has a history of
140 years), Ross Hunter (designer of No.10 Downing Street and BBC
Scotland headquarters), Martin Hawthornthwaite (chief designer of Hilton
Hotels Corporation), Mike Atkin (Asia-Pacific principal designer of
Manchester United Football Club), Massimiliano and Doriana Fuksas
(designers of Shenzhen T3 Airport), Jean Nouvel (winner of 2008 Pritzker
Architecture Prize, famous contemporary architect in French), etc. In
addition, 11 national pavilions from Expo Milano 2015 competed in |dea-
Tops 2015 forcefully, such as China pavilion, Italy pavilion, Turkey pavilion
Austria pavilion, Algeria pavilion, Czech pavilion and Moldova pavilion, etc.,
which evoked strong repercussions in design industry

Idea-Tops originated from the East and faces to the world, what it
underscores are designers' inexhaustible wisdom and forward-thinking
innovation as well as their works which are excellent in aesthetics and craft
With the principles of being professional, rigorous, impartial and fair, Idea-
Tops promotes the development of design industry by professional
standards, professional development, professional responsibility and
professional communication. In each session, Idea-Tops invites a fantastic
and distinctive judge panel, including senior experts, scholars, top
architects and designers, celebrities as well as financial experts, opinion
leaders and influential media representatives in the global design field

Idea-Tops is an important award which prais
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Design Exploration in the 21* Century

PUISED
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SEIMNAFERIK. BHRAFERFAEL
Liu Yu-Tung, Vice Chairman and Executive Chairman of
Idea-Tops International Design Forum, Vice President

of Asia University, Taiwan and Doctor of Design in
Harvard University

QIHER—NMERANER , RNEEREPEEHARE
ERRITARRTEFERITOSINE. 20577 , B8
KN RIFFEHE , FHRELBYHNEH PRELHORDT
FHHRIE. EBR2015FHFHA]  FLERNELE211H
EEIH  MEBKLE T158 , HMATLEITFSERAKX
IME2IHECHE 7 T —N2MNERSZE. ZRSH
M. BRSHEHXR , BRI L ZIRITAIIREAD
AR | TH R F AR R AR IR RS,

ZRSKIBIE  RISERMFHASIER | 3FERBEIX
BRBLAARITBENER. —0H , XEFRMETES
REERATAITE | EXETHEBHAETE L. Rt E.

EEZEINMEEENNRERTRE. 5—HH , BiIXRE

LB, BAXEEARSKAHASM , R, RAAH

54, 2RH—MPFEEROIEEEDNRITRREE

AREERIT  MRITHR—HERRNEE , BN

BACERNE2 I LR T8 55 B M i%E WA # 89

.

- BEFAR RS KRUWERAFE | K51 E
REOMDESHATEFHOFZERE LR BT
RERSHLFNER  HOFE-—MHAENET22IHE
RIS XEM T ERERFAZRSMEE. £
It , 4550 /RkEY_E i RS A AR AT B 1 A SR E R A
ZREER  ARBNONTFALERFARMNOERATE.
BB FEAZRER MG RKIEAAZRSEER
HEESRHERSBRMINE. TG SKAIEAR | 1A

Iaf. 4. QUFf. BRE. HEETL. EHEHMESHR

FEMARFROENPE  BESESTRUTHA&KNE

BRI IR,

20158#ER , ARRNERPHANEELDESEIFR |,

720995 | 2IHEMNRE—K , HBEXHRERFEAR

ZRSBWHEN2 B L L. B , SFENUFRICIRSS

AREF , BIRERERRSEMFEFR2IBLARIIZIEN

BB S RLZ RRAERR , X MELIRITAIR BRI E S

RIETEELE.

009

IDEA-TOPS
B

The 21%' century is a great era. We often consider what
contemporary issues China needs to be discussed in the most
important design and architecture field of the world. Twenty years
ago, the 21st century was very avant-garde to us, just like the
unrestrainedly style in movies or animations. But in fact, we're living
in the 21st century now, and we have seen many architectural
masters establish a new relationship between architecture and
space, architecture and city, architecture and environment in the
past 15 years of the century. However, our exploration on design is
far from enough, and the impact of digitalized technology on
architectural design deserves particular attention.

Being invited by Chairman Zhao, | began to participate in Idea-Tops
three years ago. For these three years, | have seen a lot of works
reflecting the contemporary design thinking. On the one hand, they
have been integrated with elements that have profound traditional
connotation. These elements were transformed into important
visual display contents in space, design and even appearance. On
the other hand, they were rather globalized since there were many
new and modern concepts and materials from all over the world,
presenting a very prosperous design development trend of
combination of Chinese and western elements. Everyone is
designing, but design is future-oriented. Therefore, it is very
necessary for us to discuss what direction we should take in the rest
of the 21st century.

From last year, Chairman Zhao and | began to work on such a plan
that takes Idea-Tops as a platform to attract scholars and professors
from important universities in China and the world to discuss a
question—based on the contemporary architectural and social
development, what kind of design concept do we need in the 21st
century? This contributed to the establishment of Idea-Tops
International Design Forum. On this occasion, | express my special
thanks to Zheng Shiling (Academician of the Chinese Academy of
Sciences, Professor of Tongji University) who serves as chairman of
Idea-Tops International Design Forum, expands our vision and fully
improves our academic level. | thank Lu Xiaobo (President of
Academy of Arts & Design, Tsinghua University) for assuming the
role of vice chairman of Idea-Tops International Design Forum and
participating in all related tasks. | also thank Chairman Zhao's team
for gathering professional scholars from the world's top universities
such as Harvard, Oxford, Cambridge, Yale, MIT and Princeton to
share and exchange today's cutting-edge design concepts.

The year of 2015 is a starting point. We will hold 85 sessions of
Idea-Tops in the rest of the century. On the last day of 2099, |
believe that |dea-Tops International Design Forum will be written
down in the history of the 21st century. Meanwhile, we will always
focus on the problems that we should face and solve every year
through this forum and academic journals, and provide more
possibilities for the development of design in this century
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This Is a Challenge and an Opportunity

BRERFEAZRRIK. BLESID
Lu Xiaobo, Chairman of International Jury in
Idea-Tops 2015, President and Doctoral Supervisor
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of Academy of Arts & Design, Tsinghua University
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| am honored to be invited to participate in the review of
International Space Design Award—Idea-Tops in 2015
and evaluate the most excellent architecture and interior
design works of the year with experts and professors
from University of Oxford, University of Rome, The
Superior National School of Architecture Paris-Val-de-
Seine, MIT and Asia University, Taiwan.

The entries were from different places of the-world and
covered many categories. Deliberate design logic was
reflected in environmental protection, sustainable
development, particular functions, specific space
research, artistic form, traditional culture and healthy
lifestyle. It really impressed me that there were a lot of
innovative and cutting-edge design concepts or design
solutions.

In particular, I'm very surprised that over ten architectural
projects of national pavilions from 2015 Milan World
Expo competed in Idea-Tops. This is a signal: Although
our real estate market is cooling, some first-class foreign
design companies are still optimistic about China's future
design market. It also manifests that the influence of
Idea-Tops is increasing and it's being recognized as an
important award. | think that this will be of great
significance for China to advocate innovative country
construction and stress on our innovative capacity.

At the same time, | realized that there is not much
difference among the awards, and this indicates that we
can do more on the research of function. | hope more
special and original works will appear in the next
competition. Designers can make use of this period to
adjust and enrich themselves, learn more about the
impact of cutting-edge technical development on the
industry, explore profound cultural heritage of their own
nations, and design leading and innovative works or
concentrate on researching and designing their limited
projects so as to create better works

1 think that this is a challenae and an opportunity.
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