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With the rise of China’s economy, education
in China is drawing worldwide attention, especially
when Shanghai kept topping the PISA (Program
for International Student Assessment) test for
consecutive years, the whole world is impressed by
the magic of education in China.

Indeed, the Chinese people have a tradition of
valuing education, But the fact is that their criticism
of it is no less than that of people in any other
country around the world on their own education. It
is not uncommon to see that Chinese elites choose
to send their kids to study abroad, completely
refusing any involvement in China’s education and
giving up efforts to improve it, as a manifestation of
disappointment.

Since the year of 2000, I've been committed
to promoting an educational reform through non-
governmental channels in China with the goal
of “living a happy and complete educational life”.
Through ten actions including “building reading
friendly schools”, “teachers and students writing
essays together”, “creating perfect classes” and




“developing excellent curricula’, etc., the reform
aims to change the education ecology both at
school and home, and explore the path ahead for
China’s education. For over a decade, new education
experiment initiated by us has transformed from an
idea of one single person to the joint efforts of 2.5
million students and teachers, from the reform of one
single school to the large-scale participation of 2,246
schools, which has practically changed the status quo of
students as well as teachers’ ways of teaching and mode
of self-development, catching the eyes of peers both at
home and abroad.

Parallel to the vigorous momentum of real
deeds, a series of works of mine on education have
been getting published and spread in the past years.
Among the works, some were written before the
new education experiment was launched, providing
a theoretical foundation for the emergence and
formation of new education ideas; some were
inspired by the concrete practices of those front-
line new education pioneers, thus actually serving
as a summary of their experience and wisdom
all the way along. In 2010, I was invited by the
government of the Republic of Korea to give a speech



on new education experiment for its “Brain Korea”
program, and then the ten-volume Korean edition
of the Collected Works of Zhu Yongxin on Education
was published. In 2012, the book named China’s
Boiling Educational Reform by a Jananese professor of
Gakushuin University was published, which particularly
introduced the new education experiment schools
in China; besides that, Japan's Orient Bookstore also
published a series of works of mine in Japanese, such as
My Ideal on Education—The Dream of New Education.
And since 2013, McGraw-Hill Education, one of the
largest educational publisher in the world, has published
my 16-volume Works by Zhu Yongxin on Education
series one by one,

However, all the works that have been published
so far are unanimously large in volume. Then one
of my friends suggested that I should write a book
that is relatively concise to introduce the principal
ideas of new education as well as my thoughts on
education. So when the holiday of the traditional
Chinese New Year—Spring Festival of 2013—came, I
grasped the chance to complete the compiling work
of the “smaller” book presented in front of your eyes,
Words of Zhu Yongxin on Education. Just as what I




said in the preface of the books Chinese edition, “If
reading the masterpieces of great educators like Tao
Xingzhi and Vasyl Olexandrovych Sukhomlynsky is
an experience of having dialogues with masters and
can be compared to enjoying a sumptuous spiritual
feast, then reading my little book is more like having
heart-to-heart talks with a next-door big brother,
which may be just like having some desserts at
afternoon tea time.” That is why the book is entitled
with the simple word “Words”.

1 owe my thanks to Foreign Language Teaching
and Research Press, who makes the publication of
the English edition of the book possible. Hopefully,
this little book could open a window for more
friends around the globe to have a glimpse of China’s
education. For readers who are keen to know more
about and who wish to further study the subject of
Chinese education, some of my other works like the
Works by Zhu Yongxin on Education—My Vision
on Education published by McGraw-Hill might be
helpful. I also hope the book can act as a bridge,
connecting educators both from home and abroad,
to let more people see the continual exploration of
China’s educators. Education is an eternal issue for



the whole mankind, and also a difficult one. Let’s
make joint efforts, side by side, hand in hand, to
build a better future for education.

My email address is zyxjy@126.com. Should you
have any questions or suggestions, do not hesitate to
let me know.

Zhu Yongxin
Dishi House, Beijing
Morning of Mar. 21 2015
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Chapter 1 Education Must Lay a Cornerstone for Children’s Life
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Chapter 2 Living a Happy, Complete Educational life
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Chapter 3 One’s Mental Development History Is His Reading
History
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Chapter 4 Good Teachers Are Treasure in Students’ Life
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|75 Chapter 5 A Principal Is a Strong Cohesive Force to Bring Teachers

Together
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Chapter 6 The Length of Childhood Depends on the Vision of the
Country
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Chapter 7 Parents Are Children’s Initial World
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Chapter 8 Success Is the Father of Success
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Chapter 9 The Meaning of Life Lies in Challenging
Impossibilities
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The educational level of a country depends on how
much its citizens care about education and how well they
understand it.
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Education is a cause about nurturing man, and it must lay
a cornerstone for children’s life. '

s = ""&_“ A

HERIFEARRL,
HEBAABT AR,

)
i
h.ci_)l

. 7oy

4
|
A\

#
1
}
3
i



The most important task of education is to shape good
humanity, cultivate sound characters, and stimulate people
to create a wonderful life, thus finally generating a benign
society as a whole. It is the criterion for judgement of an
education and the goal of the educational reform.
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