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The Real Visage of the First Chinese in Vlissingen

Abstract: Nowadays millions of Chinese tourists visit Europe, but four
hundred years hardly any Chinese ventured that far. A rare exception is the
Chinese merchant Enpu (Empo as het called himself) who visited Holland on
a Dutch ship in 1601. In a recently discovered liber amicorum (album of
friends) of the Dutch lawyer and scholar Nicolaes de Vriese, a small riddle by
and a portrait of Empo has been discovered. In this article the riddle is
deciphered and in addition the crucial role that Empo played as an adviser for
the Dutch East India Company is briefly discussed.

Abstract: Chinese Merchant, Empo, the Netherlands, Visage
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