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PROLOGUE

It is not an easy task to tell stories of Huizhou with pictures.
The area had its golden age in the Ming and Qing dynasties and
remained out of the public eye for the next one hundred years. |
am confident in presenting this photo album only because of the
remaining breathtaking architectures and elegant elders who could
tell their family histories to visitors for hours.

In May 2008, | accidentally walked into the back study of
a dilapidated house in Hongkeng, owned by the father—in-law
of Chinese painting master Huang Binhong. The front hall had
completely collapsed, leaving lofty walls in depressing condition.
Lush foliage blotted out the small parlour, with yellow petals dotting
green vines dangling from the winding corridors. The full scene
somehow gave out a strong sense of desolation.

Huizhou was an administrative region from 1121 to 1987,
comprised of six counties named She xian, Xiuning, Yi xian, Qimen,
Wuyuan and Jixi. It is not only a fruitful land that cultivates the Xin'an
School of Painting and the Xin'an School of Medicine but also an
area where farmland is in great disproportion to mountains. As a
result of land scarcity, since the Song Dynasty groups of Huizhou
locals had ventured out conducting business in other provinces,
achieving enormous success. This phenomenon is observed and a
saying in the Ming and Qing dynasties goes, “There is no market
without the Huizhou people.”

Surrounded by mountains, Huizhou rarely suffers from war
damages. The invasion of Taiping troops in the fourth year of
Emperor Xianfeng is one painful exception. Since the Central Plains
in China were under constant historical changes, Huizhou became
a haven for powerful families. Nowadays, one can still find big
families with several generations living together, undamaged ancient
tombs and complete family tree for thousand years. Huizhou is an
immigrant society, a clan with aristocracy blood. Three important
thinkers in Chinese history, Zhu Xi, Dai Zhen and Hu Shi are among
many influential locals to be found in Huizhou lineage books.

In making this album, | selected many representative figures
in Huizhou history. Using them as leads, | was able to find their
descendants and gathered precious first—hand information. | also
followed the footsteps of Huizhou merchants into cities where they
worked and developed business.
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In March 2011, | made a trip to Dongtai, Jiangsu to see Bao
Xunsheng, a 30" generation descendent of Bao family in Tangyue.
| was hoping to see a painting of his ancestors painted by a court
painter hired by Xunsheng's ancestor Bao Zhidao, a powerful salt
commerce head during Emperor Jiaging's reign. Xunsheng told
me the precious painting had never been shown to an outsider. He
agreed to let me photograph it knowing | was collecting documents
in preparation of this book. The painting features the largest number
of family figures and is the most exquisite I've seen. Bao Xunsheng's
kindness and trust towards me is one thing | will never forget.

In Feburary 2012, through introduction | got into contact with
Zhao Lichang, an ancient-architecture expert in Yangzhou who is
called “living archive” and “living map” by his colleagues. We
made an appointment at 7:30 p.m. Lost in my way, | was late for this
meeting. The 79-years—old Mr. Zhao, who was still recovering from
bypass surgery, waited for me for half an hour in chilly wind. Once in
his home, Mr. Zhao brought out historical documents of Huizhou and
Yangzhou and mapped out important trails of Huizhou merchants in
Yangzhou for me.

The photographic documents that are included in this book
would have been far less substantial or accurate without their
generous help. | would also like to use this album as a starting point
in constructing a photographic documentation of Huizhou in my
lifetime.

Even after five years of preparation, | dare not say that the
book described Huizhou successfully. Huizhou has a history of 866
years. The method of relying on individual villages and presenting
Huizhou through “pieces of history” is still superficial at times. To
compensate, | used extensive words to accompany the pictures.
After all, | don't intend to publish it as a pure scenic photo album. It
represents my understanding of my hometown for the past twenty
years and shows a collection of historical events. | hope it would
help wise readers building their own Huizhou in their minds.

Some of the works were reproduced from old photographs
provided by elders in Huizhou and | am not able to trace and credit
the original photographers. | am really thankful for all the help
received from them.
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A VILLAGE WHERE HUIZHOU BEGAN

The beginning of Huizhou is associated with China's Northern Song Dynasty. In
1121, Emperor Huizong changed the name of She County to Huizhou after suppressing
a revolution led by a She County local named Fang La. The "Hui" in "Huizhou" means

“restraint.”

Then in 1138, the Southern Song Dynasty moved its capital to Lin'an, a city just outside
Huizhou. Emperor Gaozong had wanted to stay away from the intruding Jin army here
in the south of the Yangtze River. But General Yue Fei continuously disrupted his plan
and bravely fought the intruders. Yue Fei was put on trial by Emperor Gaozong and was
murdered in 1142. The most important judge of his trial was Luo Ruji, a man from Chenkan
in Huizhou.

| would like our stories of Huizhou to begin in the village of Chenkan.
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This book is dedicated to my
wife Guo Sizhen, who accompanied
me in many trips in Huizhou, and my
dear friend Wang Yan.
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