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“Of the country’ s thirty-six West Lakes, Hangzhou claims the best.”
For countless years, Hangzhou’ s West Lake has been known home and
abroad for her “picturesque landscape”. The world’ s renowned adventurer
Marco Polo extolled Hangzhou as “the City of Heaven, the most beautiful
and magnificent in the world.” On June 24, 2011, during the 35th session
of the World Heritage Committee, the West Lake Cultural Landscape of
Hangzhou was inscribed into the World Heritage List, reprising her past
glory in the West. The inscription has brought more attention to West Lake
in the global context, further accentuating its reputation as the most featured
cultural element of Hangzhou.
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The Monitoring and Management Center of Hangzhou West Lake
World Cultural Heritage is working on the promotion and research of the
West Lake Cultural Landscape. With the aim of furthering the fusion of the
cultural elements of the heritage site into the globe’ s cultural context and
encouraging better understanding of its value and historical significance,
we endeavor to broaden the channels for information sharing, explore and
employ all available resources, establish an information sharing mechanism
with international partners, museums, libraries, archives, universities or
research institutes, in particular, and stimulate research into West Lake and
its related culture in the format of publication, exhibition and symposium. In
this way, we will better showcase the breathtaking beauty of the West Lake.
On one occasion, we met Sarah Shay, an independent Chinese calligraphy
and painting scholar for the Freer Gallery of Art and Arthur M. Sackler
Gallery of the Smithsonian Institution, who is interested in becoming a
liaison to bridge the cultural exchange between the Freer Gallery of Art and
us. In recent years, Sarah helped us greatly in promotion and communication
of the West Lake culture, and as an enthusiast of Chinese traditional culture
and an admirer of the picturesque West Lake, she has contacted David in

charge of the visual archives of the Freer Gallery of Art for arrangements of
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publications and exhibitions. Her Endeavor has made available the 70 plus
photos and 37 pages of diary created by Benjamin March, an expert of East
Asia Art History, during his visit of Jangzhou from July 4" to August 4",
1925.
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In a similar context, we have created a perspective of the beautiful,
romantic and highly livable Hangzhou that is friendly to westerners” mindset

to widen the cultural gravitation of West Lake.

LZHN
Yang Xiaoru
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May 2016
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Hangzhou, elegant and romantic, has fostered numerous love stories
since ancient times. The legends of Madame White Snake and Butterfly
Lovers all took place at the picturesque West Lake. The Palace of Eternal
Love, created in 1688 by Hong Sheng (an early Qing Dynasty playwright
who was born of a famous clan in Hangzhou), depicts the beautiful yet tragic
love story of Emperor Xuanzong of the Tang Dynasty and his favorite consort
Lady Yang. Some would say the author had very possibly been inspired by
the grace of West Lake to create this beautiful literary piece that was a sharp
contrast to the harsh political environment then. These stories and literary
figures add a romantic appeal to both West Lake and Hangzhou, a city known
as the “paradise of the human realm”.
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“With a lake, a river and a mountain, this is a city blessed by nature.
From the striking beauty of West Lake to the tracing footprints cast on the
Qiantang riverbank, the city knows how to embrace bliss. Rue rises for not
* being here, not more than plaints on departure.” These were the comments the
organizing committee made on this graceful and magnificent city at the 2009
Happiest City awarding ceremony. What is happiness? The answer varies
for every person living in this city. Ms. Xia Da, a sensible writer said, “ The
happiness in Hangzhou lies in its refined glamour, dynamic and striking!”
Mai Jia, a meticulous writer of spy thrillers, made his statement, “I have
dreamed the Heavens as Hangzhou where the city’ s happiness is her public
welfare, such as the public bikes you can find everywhere. A thoughtful city
for her people."President Xi Jinping gave his praise to Hangzhou during the
Antalya Summit, “ A picturesque landscape and a paradise.”

KRR, — By RS0, RS R TEM, BN RN
FIARCC AL “FrRMER” . (RS . FRAT. A, EK
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Visitors to the city are sure to be captivated by its beauty. Thanks to
West Lake, Hangzhou was the source of poetic inspirations for scholars and

the worthies of dynasties. West Lake remained the “spiritual home” that Bai
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Juyi, Su Dongpo, Lin Hejing, Yue Fei, Yu Qian and many others yearned for
or pursued throughout their lives, whether they were officials or commoners.
The world” s most beautiful and magnificent imperial city, extolled by Italian
Marco Polo of the 13th century, has attracted flocks of foreign tourists with
abundant curiosity to explore the mysterious exoticness of Hangzhou, which
both Martino Martini, an Italian of the 17th century, and John Leighton
Stuart, born in Hangzhou in the early 20th century took as their resting place.

[ PEZ T a] « % B, 90 SERTIMER (1925 4F ), 75 FibilE, K
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Inspired by Marco Polo, in summer of 1925, 90 years ago, March and
his newlywed wife from the US arrived at West Lake for their honeymoon,
where they documented the happiness of their marriage and deep love of
each other, the best time of their life. Captured by the stunning beauty of the
natural landscape and Chinese hospitality, the couple explored every corner
of the West Lake area. They boated on the lake, enjoyed summer moonlight,
had their minds cleansed by the chanting in the Lingyin Temple, and visited
the wall relics of the old city and the deep, tranquil mountains. On July
30, on the conclusion of the first month of their marriage, March wrote
down his feelings, “Today is the first “ full moon” of our marriage. Nothing

can describe our joy.” To March, the only thing besides satisfaction was
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contentment. On the day of their departure, March described so passionately,
“With Heavens above, I am content with Suzhou and Hangzhou.” No place
else is made better for a honeymoon.” (August 4, 1925)

T, /%% (Benjamin Franklin March, Jr., 1899—1934) i & T3
SEE B T2 NE A, AR 4, 1923 LIRSt
-1 B 4R AL R EIAT LA (5, Hopei university) fE#(. 5K
B |- o R R o, TR M R T AR AR A .
23k LA HBET, TR R R 36 AR 2R ST AL U BB
+, WERZHR T (e 22%) (ORCHID HAND PATTERNS OF MEI
LAN-FANG), v [H i ffj— 5\ AR EY (SOME TECHNICAL TERMS
OF CHINESE PAINTING), (FAA5E W i BRI H 42) (CHINA AND
JAPAN IN OUR MUSEUMS) %5 — 6 4 48 Je#fie 1 o [ SCAK 0 & Ml A5 48
ZaHg « AU, TR AR T IR A L SRAE R RUE R I 2 BT
(Dorothy Rowe), FFF 1925 4 6 H 30 HAEM 5T5eMS, Biijq s B H
o

Benjamin Franklin March, Jr. (1899 - 1934), born of a Christian family,
graduated from the University of Chicago and studied one year at Union
Theological Seminary. In 1923, assigned to teach as a US missionary in
Hopei University (Hebei U.) of China, March stepped for the first time on
the mysterious China, where he discovered his passion in the classical art of
the East. After a few years, March became an authoritative figure of the East
Asia art in the US. He published writings on Chinese culture, such as Orchid
Hand Patterns of Mei Lan-Fang, Some Technical Terms of Chinese Painting,
and China and Japan in Our Museums. Introduced by Mei Johnson, March
and Dorothy Rowe, who lived in Nanjing with her missionary father met and
married to each other in Nanjing on June 30, 1925. Soon, the couple began
their honeymoon trip.

BV AR (S R HAEY, EERR T DR RIAER
P35 ) M A e, R 1925 4E 7 A3 HZE8 H 4 H, JE33 K.
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This edition of March’ s Honeymoon Diary is a collection of dribs
and drabs of the couple” s honeymoon between July 3 and August 4, 1925,
a total of 33 days. The diary was mostly written by March about their stay
and experience at West Lake and Hangzhou, recording March’ s wits and
thoughts and Dorothy’ s fine detailed observations (from July 30) of the
beauty of West Lake 90 years ago from a woman’ s perspective.

CH/REE A HC) PRI 50 TR S SO/ 4 B R R A
Mol b, eFA D 36 S ST, B,

After rounds of reviewing and editing, Ruan Shaoqian and I finalized
the translated draft of March’s Honeymoon Diary by Sarah Shay and
Zhejiang University’s Shen Hong Studio.

K A
Zhang Qian
2016 4 6 1
June 2016
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3 July 1925 Friday

1925ETH3H BRI i 003
4 July 1925 Saturday

19268ETHAH  BHIIN.cammmmmmansmmmmmmssasmasssnssseas 006
5 July 1925 Sunday

19255ETHBH BRI H i 011
6 July 1925 Monday

V9255 THOH B e 016
7 July 1925 Tuesday

VO25ETHTH B e 017
8 July 1925 Wensday

19254 THBH I = oo 023
9 July 1925 Thursday -

VO255ETHOIHE B v, 024
10 July 1925 Friday

T25FETHI0H BRI T 028
11 July 1925 Saturday

LI25TETH LI BTN e, 030
12 July 1925 Sunday

LO254ETHI2H BT o, 034
13 to 17 July 1925 Monday to Thursday

1925ETH13—16H I F Moo 048
17 July 1925 Frida

T9255ETHITIH B F i, 049
18 July 1925 Saturday

T925ETHI8H BN e 051
19 July 1925 Sunday

T9255ETHI9H  BHIH oo 059
20 July 1925 Monday

19255 TH20H Bl 062

21 July 1925 Tuesday
L9254FETH21H B
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22 July 1925 Wensday

19254ETH22H I = 083
23 July 1925 Thursday

19252ETH23H BV wmmemmmammmsmmnssmsm 085
24 July 1925 Friday

1985ETAE BT, conmmmmmmemismmmnmm . 089
25 July 1925 Saturday

19254ETH25H BTN i 092
26 July 1925 Sunday

19255 TH26 R  BHIH fomems i e 114
27 July 1925 Monday

19254ET H2TH BRI .. snsassio 117
28 July 1925 Tuesday

19254ETH28H B o 120
29 July 1925 Wensday

1925 5ET H29H AL = 122
30 July 1925 Thursday

19254E7 HB0H B oo 127
31 July 1925 Friday

1925ETHBTHE B e, 139
1 August 1925 Staurday

192548 FH LH SIS e 143
2 August 1925 Sunday

L9258 H2H  SRITH e 144
3 August 1925 Monday

19254E8 HAH B 145
4 August 1925 Tuesday

19952E8 AR BRI e 149









3 July 1925 192547 3 H
Friday BH

We arrived in Hangchou on time, and were
met by a servant who took charge of our bags and
brought us quickly to our destination, We had
written about staying places and Dorothy had in-
quired of one Miss Rebecca Wilson, Miss Rebecca
had then arranged for us to have an entire house,
furnished, with a competent staff of servants and
all vhe trimmings for the momith for a very reason-
able figure. The house is that of the foreign
teachers in the Union Girls' School, located in
a very pleasant compound only a short walk from
West Lake, the most famous beauty spot in China,
the place for which Hangchou is famous, Arrange-
ments were made for the cook to provide food for
us, so we have all the comforts of home with a

minimum of inconvenience, Sleeping porches, and
everything are here for our enjoyment, We had a
good supper, played the victrola for a few records
and decided to retire to the sleeping porch,

AV AN, —DPAFORE RAVRIUTE , FFRIEBRATHE T H
fodh. REMZAET, RIMNEEL/LEGEIRMEL, 2ERERT LB NF - B
RANE . BURBANHE RN ZHT —EMEEE., RAT&. AEBRINAKNE
T EHEE T HMEAFTRORA . XEFTRERELR GLAELY) BTITAHER
5 E TR G, AR RRAE, BRI ZE. AL EEE 4
MR, FUMABE I 28 . (MNP AENRET, ERNAEER —ROETE
LAER. ZREFARN—DRMNBETUZM, GFEG. AER%nme, THF
RN T JLIKEfT, BATREZHE .
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The gate of Hangchow branch of ethical institute



