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Read for pleasure;
Read for information;
Read for language improvement.
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CHAPTER 1

The New Teacher

y name is Jennifer Dale. My friends call me
Jenny. I'm 16 years old and I live near Boston.
My town is beautiful and very green. I live
here with my parents and my dog, Fred. I go
to school at Jefferson High and I want to become a journalist. In
my free time I play volleyball and I listen to “heavy metal” music.

[ want to tell you my story.

[t was the first day of high school. I was excited. I already
knew most of my classmates, but I didn’t know my new
teachers. I got up, ate my breakfast and went to school. On the
street I met my friend, Dana; her house is near mine and we
always walk to school together.

“I'hope our new teachers are men. And I hope they're

handsome!” Dana said. Dana loves talking about boys.



“Yes, I need something new and interesting in my life,” I
answered.

We arrived at school and went into our

classroom. A young man was inside.

“Hello, boys and girls. I'm your new science
teacher. My name is Mr Adams. I hope to work
well with you this year.”

Dana and I looked at Mr Adams. He was tall
and thin. He had blond hair and brown eyes.
He seemed friendly.

“We’re lucky! I think he’s a very
handsome teacher!” Dana said to me.

“Yes, he is!” I answered. I looked at
him and he looked at me. Our eyes met.

“What’s your name?” he asked, smiling.

“Uh, Jennifer,” T answered. I was a little nervous.

He turned to Dana. “And who are you?”

“I'm Dana!” Dana gave him a big, enthusiastic smile. At that
moment the noise of an airplane 1 attracted our attention.
Everyone in the class looked out of the window, but the sun
was in front of us. It bothered 2 our eyes. We turned away from
the window. Except Mr Adams. He was at the window and was

looking directly at the sun. The sun didn’t irritate his eyes!

1. airplane : &4l °
2. bothered : -4k °
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The New Teacher

y

“Gee!” 1 I thought, “How can he look at it like that?!!”

The airplane then passed and the lesson continued. When
the hour finished, another man walked in. This one had black
hair and green eyes. His nose was small and pointed, and he
had strangely high cheekbones. 2

“What a weird 3-looking teacher!” I said to Dana.

1. Gee!: (FERTTIE > LRhiif) ngwf !

o S

2. cheekbones : i} ° \y\‘,

3. weird : WERY o
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Alien at School

y

“Wow, you're right!” she exclaimed.

The teacher didn’t smile and spoke coldly to the class.
“I'm your English teacher. I want you to be on your best
behaviour this year. The lesson can begin. And remember, no

talking!”

Everyone in class was evidently shocked, but no one said
anything. Another student, Steve, raised his hand.

“What?” asked the new teacher in his cold voice.

“Excuse me, but what’s your name?”

“Mr Stone,” he answered. I then noticed that his voice
wasn’t just cold: it was metallic and monotonous! 1 Dana
looked at me with disappointment. She raised her eyebrows.
“What’s his problem?” she mouthed. 2

The lesson proceeded. Mr Stone read a poem from our
English Literature book. His voice was weird, very weird. It
had no emotion. It was almost robotic!

Someone touched me. It was Dana. “Isn’t he horrible?” she
whispered. I nodded.

The other teachers we met that morning were Miss Smith,
the arts teacher, and Mrs Ching, who taught math. 3 Both
seemed nice. Miss Smith, in particular, was a very cheerful 4

person.

monotonous : (/A1) H R
mouthed : A5 74 1)) s 356 1% o
math : ¥(°# o

cheerful : JF A1 »

[ SSCR CRN
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E Answer the following questions.

Who is Dana?
Who is Mr Adams?
What distracts the attention of the class?

As a teacher how is Mr Stone different from Mr Adams?

® 20 T

Write five adjectives that describe Mr Stone’s voice.

1. aspirations : &[] ©
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n List the physical traits of Mr Adams and Mr Stone.

MR ADAMS MR STONE

u Nouns are often used to create adjectives and adverbs.

NOUN ADJECTIVE ADVLERB
science > scientific > scientifically

Can you fill in the chart with the missing words?

Noun ADJECTIVE ADVERB

poverty

lucky

happily

honesty

courageous

elegance

angrily
musical

E How was your first day of school this year?

[ |fun [ ] frightening [ ]boring [] unhappy [ | interesting

............................................................................................
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ﬂ What do you do during the school day? Fill in this timetable.

SCELLCLCEEELLELLLELLLELLLELELLES

6:30 am | get up and |...

7:00 5:00
8:00
9:00 7:00
NOON 9:00
1:00

11:00
3:00

eSS e e

Now write a paragraph about your day yesterday.

u Describe your best friend or a school friend, and say what you
like about him/her.

15




CHAPTER 2

Clues

always eat lunch at school. That day I ate with Dana
i and Paul Miller, another friend from my class. Paul was
| a very intelligent boy. He was always the best in math.
His parents were divorced and he lived with his father
and his black cat, Apollo. He missed his mother. She lived

with another man and didn’t want to

see Paul. His father was never
at home, so Paul was very
lonely. He didn’t have

many friends at school
because he was too
intellectual. He loved Apollo very much and spent a lot of

time with him.
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