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Introduction

This book aims to give students practice in coping with academic texts in
English. The texts have been collected from a number of academic journals over a
period of time and have been used by the Chinese Academy of Social Science to test
the reading comprehension ability of PhD candidates. They cover a wide range of
academic disciplines and topics.

The book has many different uses—reading comprehension, writing summaries,
speaking and listening.

* Reading

Some suggestions are to be found in the section “ Reading Comprehension

Questions”. The answer key is given at the back of the book.
* Writing

See section entitled “How to write Summaries” and the sample summaries
provided.

* Speaking

Students can practice speaking English by reading the passages aloud and many
of the topics covered in the passages would be suitable for class debates.

We hope students and teachers will find other uses.
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Reading Guidelines

1. Background

Each of the academic passages has 6 or more multiple - choice questions. These
reading comprehension questions are intended to measure your ability to read with
understanding and discrimination. They are meant to explore your ability to analyze
reading passages with academic content and style. More specifically, they test your
capacity to distinguish explicitly stated elements from assumptions, to identify
inferences and underlying arguments and to understand the implications of the
arguments. The essential aspects of these comprehension questions include
the following:

1. function of a specific term in relation to a broader portion of the passage

2. relationships among the various ideas or concepts in the passage

3. relation of the author to the topic or to the audience

Different multi-criteria reading comprehension questions can be identified. These
various types focus on the following factors:

1. the main idea or primary purpose of the passage

2. the information explicitly stated in the passage

3. the information or ideas implied or suggested by the author

4. the possible applications of the author’s ideas to other situations, including the
identification of situations or processes analogous to those described in the passage

5. the author’s logic, reasoning, or persuasive techniques as well as the tone of
the passage or the author’s attitude as it is revealed in the language used

II. About the Passages

The Reading Comprehension passages are designed to improve reading
comprehension, increase reading speed, expand vocabulary and enhance study skills
for nonnative speakers of English involved in Postgraduate courses. They include a
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variety of fields such as politics, history, economics, psychology, law, anthropology,

literature and education.

Ill. Types of Reading Comprehension Questions
1. Factual Questions These require a straightforward answer supplied by the

information in the passage. Answering these factual questions should not take too
much time under examination conditions. However, care must be taken to answer the
question asked and not to be diverted by seemingly obvious yet incorrect answers.
2. Inference Questions These questions will test your capacity to draw logical
conclusions from factual and non-factual information in the passage. You may also
be requested to determine the author’s main idea or select the most suitable title for

the passage. See 4.1 below for advice on how to tackle these questions.
3. Main Idea Questions You will be asked to identify the main idea of a

paragraph or passage, as opposed to supporting details and arguments.
4. Tone Questions The relationships among the various parts of the passage, the

organization of the passage and the application of information in the passage will help

you determine the mood or tone of a passage.

IV. Reading Comprehension Strategies
1. Take notes: the ability to take effective notes is a key component of the
reading comprehension toolbox. Useful tips include writing in the margin the main

idea in each paragraph, recording the supporting statements and underlining key
words. See 5.10 below for more information about note-taking. Also, the ability to
identify distracters, recognize absolute statements and understand double negatives
that can often be misleading will help you become a more confident and effective
reader. Finally, as you read, you will need to go through the necessary elimination
process by crossing off the suggested answers you are able to dismiss as incorrect.

2. Read the suggested answers carefully. Identify the question-type as well as
the type of passage you are reading. Make possible predictions and compare them
with the conclusions drawn from factual and non-factual information from
the passage.

3. Treat factual questions carefully. When a factual question directs you to look
at a particular paragraph, you will often find that one or more of the answer choices
is purposefully deceitful. It is therefore recommended to re-read both the segment
providing the data as well as the lines both before and after it. It is probable that you
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will find there something that will be useful in interpreting the data hence directing
you to the right answer.

4. Don’t make quick assumptions about restrictive answers (e.g. “a and c only”
- “None of the above” - “All of the above”). This answer-type may be used as a
lure to distract you from drawing correct conclusions.

5. Learn to quickly identify and eliminate those answer-choices that do not
convey any real meaning or add any real value to the analysis.

6. Be persistent. You will improve your reading comprehension skills by going
through the practice questions that concern topics other than your subject area. In
addition, it would be a good idea to keep track of your results in the chart at the end
of each passage. It is a positive reinforcement to study to see evidence of

improvement in skills.

V. Helpful Hints for Reading

The following hints may be helpful in answering reading comprehension

questions effectively.

Remember that questions should be answered on the basis of the information
found in the passage. Any personal interpretation or digression would lead to
erroneous conclusions. Also, it means that the student doesn’t require further or
extensive outside knowledge of a topic to determine which answers are correct. You
are expected to rely specifically on the passage itself.

Before answering the questions, it is highly recommended to use pre-reading
techniques and search for organizational patterns. Various reading comprehension
operating principles can help you get a head start including:

1. Scan the passage to identify the topic of the passage.

2. Skim the passage aying particular attention to the first and last sentences of
each paragraph. (Remember that topic sentences are usually, but not always, found
at the beginning of the paragraph.)

3. Underline and initially try to guess the meanings of words from the context.
(Look up the words you do not know. This should be done in an English-English
dictionary as well as an English-Chinese dictionary in order to understand meaning
and how the word is being used.)

4. Looking for structural markers (transitions/linking words, e.g. “finally”,
“the second possibility”) and repeated key words (e.g. “this argument”, “such
industrialized nations”).

5. Make notes in the margin about what the writer is saying in each paragraph
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or section of the text ( This is most effective if it is done in your own words.)

6. Clearly identify the main idea of each paragraph and the supporting details

7. Anticipat and inferr from the main points in the different paragraphs what the
author wants his readers to understand. i.e. the unstated message or argument

8. Make sure you clearly understand and constantly re-examine the relationships
between the different ideas/concepts expressed in the various paragraphs of a
passage and the point(s) the author is making. Clarify the nature of these relationships
(e.g. opposing, complementary... ).

9. Be aware that vocabulary in the passages may be old fashioned in that it may
have been written in the 18"/19" centuries. Also, that some author’s adapt words to
their use so these words may not be in the dictionary. (For example, Part II, passage
8, “ungratifying” or Part II, passage 11, “extremest”). Although these words are
not grammatically correct, their meaning is usually apparent. Their inclusion in
academic writing is one way in which language can be seen to evolve and change
with time.

10. Note-taking. The Cornell method provides the student with the opportunity to
follow through with the 5 R’s of Note-Taking: Record, Reduce, Recite, Reflect and
Review. Other academic note-taking systems include: the Outline Method, the Mapping
method, the Charting method and the Sentence method. For further information, log on
to: www.sas.calpoly.edu/asc/ssV/notetaking. systems.html (California Polytechnic State
University)

VI. Helpful Hints for Answering Questions

After the mitial scanning and skimming mentioned above and before making a
detailed reading, read the questions carefully and be absolutely sure you understand
what is being asked. Identify distinct question types.

You should always read all the suggested answers before making your choice.

Look for an objective answer, as opposed to a subjective one. It is vital that you
choose the best possible answer, that is the one that most accurately answers the
question that is being asked, and not merely a statement that happens to be correct.

VII. Vocabulary

To decide the meaning of a particular word in the passage or question, first look

at the context as well as the vocabulary section at the end of each selection. If you
do not know the word, try to guess its meaning from the context.
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Learn to categorize words as verbs, adjectives, adverbs, nouns, etc. If you need
to look up a word in a dictionary, look it up in an English-English dictionary as well
as in an English-Chinese dictionary. This will give you the range of meanings of the

word much more accurately.

VII. Student Record Chart

Work out your reading speed.First,record the time taken to read the passage,e.g.
9 mmutes.Then divide the number of words in the passage by the time taken to read
it.For example,835 words divided by 9 equals 92. 8 words per minute(wpm).This is
your reading speed which you can record on the chart provided at the end of each

passage.

You may aim for a reading speed of 100 words per minute,but some passages
are more difficult than others because some of the passages were written in the 19™
century and some of the topics are more deeply explored than others giving rise to
more dense language.Therefore,it is as well to take this into account when measuring

progress.




Summary Writing Guidelines

I . Introduction
Most academic writing requires that students research the subject about which
they are going to write. This means that students will have to read and take notes

from a number of different sources such as documents, articles and books. It is then
necessary to synthesise the material that has been collected and to arrange the ideas
in a logical order.

The ability to summarise information is therefore paramount. It is important that
when doing so students use their own words. Whilst short direct quotes are
acceptable, they should only be used when the idea cannot be written in any other
form or to emphasise a point which is then explained more fully. An essay cannot
comprise of a large number of direct quotations.

II. Definitions

There is sometimes confusion about the difference between a summary and a
paraphrase. A paraphrase is an objective restatement of a text using other words. It
follows the same structure, order and content as the original and will therefore be of
similar length.

A summary is a brief and objective restatement of a writer’s main ideas. It leaves
out unnecessary details and will be shorter, sometimes very much shorter, than the
original. It indicates that the summary writer fully understands the original as the
original writer intended.

In neither case should the paraphrase or summary writer’s opinion be inclided.

. Whatio Summarise

1. Mam ideas, concepts, opinions and arguments.
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2. Important names, dates and figures - Be accurate!

3. Include only details and examples that are necessary to make the key ideas
clear.

4. Exclude details and examples that are not necessary for understanding the key
ideas.

5. Note the author’s attitude:does the author support, criticise, challenge or sim-
ply describe the material?

6. Note the author’s name, title of book/article, date published, publisher, place

published, Journal title, volume number and editors, page numbers.

IV. Method

To prepare to write a summary, first photocopy the article or essay to be
summarized. Next, underline or highlight the key words. Number the major points
sequentially and make notes for yourself in the margins. Then isolate each major
point and its key supporting points and make a list of these pomts.

1. Summing-up is a technique that follows useful rules

a. The original text/passage is usually cut to about one third.

b. Only the main ideas are mentioned; that means that no examples or repetitions
are allowed.Only second level details or examples are included if they are necessary
for meaning.

c- Specific statements are combined to form general statements.

d. Direct or reported speech should be changed into statements, with the
exception of very important quotations.

e. If you must use quotations from the original text, these must be an accurate

copy of what was written.

2. Procedure

a.Read the text quickly in order to find the topic and main ideas (skimming).

b. Look closer at each section or paragraph and make sure you have all the main
ideas (scanning).

c. Take a pencil and underline the most important words/key words (marking).

d. In the margin make a note of each of the main points in your own words-use
quotation marks if you need to use any expressions from the text that are not
technical(making notes).

e. Sum up the key words in simple and short sentences (summing up in simple
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form).
f. Combine the simple sentences by using conjunctions (i.e. “as”, “though”,
“because”, “since” ...) or participle constructions or infinitives (summing up in

complex form).
g- Compare the original passage with your text to make sure you have summa-

rized sequentially ALL the main points (checking).

V. Example

1. Marking the most important words
Origmnal passage
Proponents of creating large private sectors as quickly as possible in transition

economies offer both political and economic arguments to support their view. They

argue that if democracy is to become a viable political system in the countries
undergoing transition, the state’s monopoly over the bases of political power must be
broken so that the countervailing sources of political influence may emerge [Berger,
1991]. Otherwise, the nomenklatura , managers of state-owned firms and former
bureaucrats,may sabotage or block economic reforms, as well as loot, dissipate or
transfer to their own possession the assets of the firms they manage. By creating
property owners, privatization can create a nascent middle class that has a stake in
the creation and maintenance of an effective system of property rights and the
pursuit of economic policies that would enable the private sector to flourish.

The most compelling economic reason for privatizing state-owned enterprises in
the transition economies is that as units of production - as distinct from providers of
secure employment - they were a failure. Private ownership is thus seen as the

means of unlocking gains in productivity by stimulating productive efficiency,

offering greater motivation for both managers and workers, and creating incentives to
enter new markets and exit declining ones. Privatization, it is argued, will unleash
dynamic small businesses, act as a lure for foreign direct investment and speed the
painful process of restructuring industry, and it would accomplish all this while
returning property to its rightful historical owners and raising funds for the
government.

Despite this enticing list of promises, many countries of Eastern Furope and

the former Soviet Union remain reluctant to privatize. Some of the opposition is
ideological. Some comes from insiders at state-owned enterprises, both workers
and managers, who fear the loss of income and power. More broadly, there are
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fears that privatization will reduce employment as private owners dismiss redundant
workers and that the new private sector will be unlkely to provide the social
benefits - like housing, health and nursery care, and recreation, sports and vacation
facilities - that state-owned enterprises often provided. At the extreme, there are

fears that if privatization exacerbates unemployment and causes declines i

production, reformist governments will be swept away.

Practical difficulties have compounded this resistance to privatization. The evalu-
ation of firms is difficult because capital markets barely exist, accounting statements
can be almost meaningless, and profits and sales achieved in the communist era are a
poor guide to future viability. Households in these countries do not have sufficient
savings to purchase many of the largest firms, and, even if they did have the money,
they view former state-owned enterprises as dubious investments. With a
rudimentary banking system, loans for the purchase of state property are seen as
both risky and inflationary. In this muddled situation, suspicions naturally arise that
buyers are benefiting from low prices at the expense of the state.

2. Finding the main idea/making notes

Main idea Transition economies should be privatized for political and
Topic sentence | economic reasons

Major points | a Government control must be reduced to allow
(To include) democracy to flourish
b. Democracy needed to prevent failure of
economic reforms
c- Rise of middle class will support economic transition
d. New market economy is the only viable option
e- However, the ex-Soviet bloc is reluctant to privatize
f. Opposition due to political reasons: (sub-points)
g- Opposition due to pragmatic problems: (sub-points)

Sub-points Political reasons:

(To include) a.ideology
b.socio-economic impact
c.political stability

Pragmatic problems:
a.Lack of financial transparency
b.Inadequacies of existing financial structures
c.Crisis of confidence towards politico-financial
establishment




