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Preface

I believe that the fruition of this book is probably the most rewarding work I have
produced to date, for a variety of different reasons. As a former psychology teacher I
was able to draw upon my academic knowledge. Yet at the same time I found myself
in the most privileged of positions in that I was able to deepen and broaden my own
understanding of the subject matter through research undertaken during the process
of designing the reading exercises contained throughout this publication. More
importantly, however, in the course of writing many of the articles in the book I was
able to express my ideas on a very wide range of topics which has to be the ultimate
aim of any writer.

On a more practical note, however, I’ve attempted to make the book as self-
contained as possible, within the limitations of publication. Thus I hope that as
teachers we will find ourselves freed of some of the burdens the job often imposes
upon us such as sourcing suvitable material, and trying to piece together a coherent
course. This way, with luck, we will be able to get on with what we do best: teach!
Nevertheless, the book is, in fact, ideal for self-study purposes and self-help groups,
although, of course, a qualified teacher will be able to exploit its true value.

The book, of course, is specifically aimed at IELTS preparation. Nevertheless it
would serve equally well as a core guide to any course where good reading skills are
an important component. I therefore urge any interested parties to look beyond the
narrow confines of the title.

Academia aside, I hope that many of the articles will prove to be of interest to
anyone who simply enjoys reading. In this vein I invite the discerning reader to share
with me an enjoyment of a broad spectrum of topics, as well as some personal
insights into the fascinating world in which we all live. I’ve therefore compiled what
[ believe to be an interesting list of articles for anyone who takes pleasure in reading
for general interest (this can be found in the contents section). My only hope is that
you enjoy reading them as much as I enjoyed writing them.

Mark Morgan
December 2002
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Chapter 1: Introduction To The Reading Test 1

Chapter 1 Introduction To The Reading Test
7B & R v

Notes

There are two different reading tests. A general training reading test and an
academic reading test. The test lasts for one hour. You should write all your answers
on your answer sheet. You do not have any extra time at the end. You must use
pencil only.

The main difficulty candidates have in the reading test is the limited time (1 hour).
Therefore, it’s very important that you practice the reading skills covered in this
book. This will help you to answer the questions quicker and more accurately.

DB B A W MR IR RS . B (8] — /i o AREDRE B AT 25 AR
5% B BRI AN G RBUSN T ) 27525 5. IR IRV

AR R A B R TR AR TR AT 1R, Bk, SRR [P R
BTG IR AR b RIS I, SRR

Summary Of The Reading Test

The reading test is divided into three sections. In the general test section one is easier
than section two, and section two is easier than section three. In the academic test,
the level of difficulty is the same in all three sections. Both tests contain 40 questions.

FIEFRIER
B RS ARGy AR, B RS, B TR
5. HFAREERS, ZE MR AT 40 AL

General Reading Test (3383 Y125 3)

‘
L(fvels of Section One Academic Reading Test
Difficulty < Section Two (FEREE R
SR
Section Three Section One
Section Two
\ Section Three

Fig. 1: Showing the difference between the general reading and the academic reading
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General Test

Section One: The first section of the general test is relatively easy and involves
reading articles such as advertisements that provide basic information about, for
example, a product. There are usually two short articles in this section. The second
article is slightly longer and more complex than the first.

Section Two: Section two is a little more complex, and involves reading an
information leaflet, possibly about a course of study, or a school or college. There are
generally two articles, the second slightly longer and more complex than the first.

Section Three: Section three is the most difficult. You are expected to read a long
article that is generally based on an academic subject of general interest. However,
the article provides a description and instructions, rather than an argument. There is
one long article in this section.

3 B kR

F—Ea: WEENIEE RS S LA S, B R 5 T T R AR A A
HEEM H 2B E., BT aMWNBERCE, § N CESE K, 4
AL ERE BN

BEA: B EAAE, TOREEEEE, NRITRETT L IR, A
o WHATNICE, B M CEE MK, GBIy,

BEES: B R TRARRE A RIS K, AT 06 SIS R A AR M Y B ST
o AT RICAHRIEHMERCE, MARBOSHER R, X380 R Kx#E,
Academic Test

Section One: The first section of the academic is marginally easier than the other
two sections. It is a long article about an academic topic of general interest and
doesn’t usually contain a complex argument.

Section Two: Section two is an academic topic of general interest and may contain a
detailed argument.

Section Three: In this section you are expected to read a long article that is based on
an academic subject of general interest that almost certainly contains a detailed
argument.

FREER

B FARRKE o P LR S . R R R AT TR
WA — R KCE, —BAF IR,

BB BE R ICANFIENEB AR IEENLE, WS EERGE.

B X # I TORIRE B — A R NIRRT PR LM KO, ILFER
FIEM AL .
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Summary Of The Reading Skills

Academic and General Test

« Skimming/scanning for specific information
+ Understanding a description or characteristics
 Distinguishing between what is and isn’t stated
-« Understanding paraphrasing and general meaning
» Distinguishing between main ideas and supporting ideas
« Making inferences
+ Understanding the main idea of a paragraph
. Following a process
« Summarising an idea
+ Rewording text

Academic Test

Same as the general test plus:
- Identifying opinions and attitudes
» Detailed reading

» Understanding a process

FIERITRE

BB RMERAEER

o R/ R REAHYE S
o THARHA AR RE R A
o O ERTEREN

o BEMRREXFNE

o KR TERARRIAARE
o ARLLHENT

o BF—AEREH I
o SRR ANIERE

. BEAEE

o HINCMET =

FAREER
BRLIESFEF
o UL AR
o A

o BERF-ILRE




Chapter 1: Introduction To The Reading Test

Common Question Types
ERE

Short Answer

(k=

Multiple-choice
EHUEFE

(1) When was uranium discovered?

.........................................

To see the college counsellor you must:

A Talk to your tutor
B Make and appointment
C Phone reception

Completing A Flowchart
SERLRTE B

True, False, Not Given

Xty Hi. RRE

Information is collected from .....

v

before being ..... to head office,

v

where it is ..... for three days.

True  if the statement agrees with text
False  if the statement contradicts the text
Not Given if no information is given

(1) Most of the students are from Asia

(2)  Students can change their course
in the third year

Matching A Heading With A Statement

A— B FRREARE

a) Speak to their tutor
b) Discuss ideas with classmates
¢) Attend lectures

Each week students are expected to ...
Students are encouraged to ...

It is essential that students’...

Matching Heading With A Paragraph

ABHERR S

i The campus book shop
i1 University life

iii Graduation details

iv Enrolling on a course

(1)  Paragraph A
(2)  Paragraph B
(3)  Paragraph C
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Completing A Summary Labeling A Diagramme
ST hEEML
When first arriving at college, most '
students prefer to (1) ..., although T V\
sometimes they elect to (2) ..... This is
especially the case with (3) ..... because A B C
they generally (4) ..... than local students. Front panel Lid Rear hinge

Choosing A Title

Finding Advantages And Disadvantages

R B

Choose a suitable title for the passage
from the list below.

A Future developments in business
B The future of business

C Human nature and business

D Business in harmony

Which two advantages/disadvantages are
mentioned by the author?

a) More free time

b) A higher salary

¢) Promotional opportunities

d) low-interest mortgage

e) Discount on goods purchased

Fig. 2: Showing the common types of questions in the reading test
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Important Things To Know
BEEIESEN

Notes

The reading test is marked objectively. This means that your answers must be exactly
the same as the answers on the examiner’s answer sheet. Therefore, if you make a

mistake in any of the following areas you could lose marks, and this, of course, may

affect your band score.

B SRR M % X ERE RS R — S E MBI E B Nk, WRRELDL
NOSHDR AR, RWTRE R RS, AR, B RIS T

Speling #H#E

Spelling is important. If you spell a word wrong, it may be marked wrong. However,
when you have to answer a question using a word, or words, you are instructed to use
words taken from the passage. Therefore, pay attention to how the words are spelled.
PP TR, W RARDEE A A, WTRERSTIET. AR, ARAH] BRI R A RTAR, 8
2 B8R ARGE M SO i B i) DALY, BEVEFRIE H B RS .

Grammar &%

Grammar is important. If you are answering questions that ask you to take words
from the passage, such as short-answer questions or completing a summary, make
certain that the sentence you complete when you give the answer is grammatically
correct.

R T, A SR AR SR B AL T B R, B TR R SE R L —
TR AR AR T 52 I A A B LR

At times, however, you may have to change the part of speech of the word that you

use. For example:
BT, FRTAE T L A R A A Al A

Computers could be put to work any time of day and night making
complex financial forecasts, projecting sales figures based on
data gathered about both local and|world economic trends, or
even on the past record, of any numbér of years, of the company's
trade figures.

Here you have to change the “ing’ form to infinitive

Question: Computers could be used by companies to make complex financial
forecasts, ...........oeeeuns and collect data about economic trends.

The answer to this question is project sales figures, NOT projecting sales figures.



