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Part One

PART ONE
CHAPTER ONE

This story took place in the early 1800’s in the
French countryside. The book was originally in
French, but was translated into English. Gustave
Flaubert, the author, was sickened with the French
middle class he was born into. He believed the French
middle class to be lazy, unconcerned, and selfish.
Madame Bovary is about a self-centered, envious, and
dramatic middle class French woman. Flaubert decided
that to write about something he so sincerely hated
would show his true creative writing ability. Although
he was sickened with the French middle class, he forced
himself to show people talking, thinking and acting as
people do talk, think and act. He spent over five years
writing this book. At times, he would spend one week
writing and rewriting two pages of the novel. He took
great care in writing his novel, more care than any
novelist before him. The main character is a woman
called Madame Emma Bovary. She is unsatisfied with
her life, and bored with reality. She is married to a
country doctor, named Charles Bovary.
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B Madame Bovary

The students were sitting down in their seats,
waiting to begin class when the headmaster came in,
followed by a new boy, not dressed in the traditional
school uniform. Those who were asleep woke up, and
everyone stood up to greet the headmaster.

“Here is a boy for you, Monsieur Roger,” the
headmaster said in a quiet voice. “I’m putting him in
the second grade to start, but if he improves in his
studies, he can go up higher, where he should be at his
age.”

The new boy sat nervously in the corner of the
room behind the door. He looked like a country boy of
about fifteen years old, taller than all the students,
wearing a jacket that was far too small.

Monsieur Roger soon began class. The new boy
listened to the lesson carefully. He did not move once
during the lesson. When class was over, the master had
to tell him that he could go along with the rest of the
class.

The next day, the country boy returned again. He
sat again in the corner with his cap sitting on his lap,
listening respectfully to the master.

“Stand up!” said the master.

He stood up, his cap fell down, and the students
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Part One

laughed.

He bent down to pick up his cap. Another student
knocked it out of his hand. Again he picked it up.

The other students always put their caps in the
back of the room at the beginning of class, which the
new country boy had not noticed.

“Put your cap away quickly,” said the master,
annoyed.

The laughter from the class made the poor boy so
uncomfortable that he didn’t know whether to keep his
cap in his hand, or put it on the floor or on his head. He
sat down and put it back on his knees.

“Stand up and tell me your name.”

The boy nervously said his name, but he spoke so
quietly that no one could understand.

“Again!” the master said.

This time, the country boy opened his mouth
widely and spoke with great courage the word,
Charbovari.

The class began laughing loudly. Soon, the master
quieted the students, and found out the country boy’s
name, Charles Bovary. The master then demanded that
the boy sit next to his own desk.

“Now you will be quiet!” he shouted at the
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B Madame Bovary

country boy. Then, more gently he said, “You shall
have your cap back. It hasn’t been stolen.”

In the evening, when the students would study the
lessons, Charles Bovary carefully worked on his lessons,
looking up every word in the dictionary. His level in
school was well below most children his age. He had
only studied with the local priest in his village; his
parents delayed sending him to school as long as possible
because of the great expense of his education.

His father, Monsieur Charles Denis Bartholome
Bovary, was previously a major in the military, but was
forced to leave. The handsome, charming man soon met
a young woman who fell in love with him immediately.
She had a fortune of two thousand five hundred
pounds, so he was satisfied and married her quickly.
Once he was married, he lived on his wife’s money for
two or three years, dining well and waking late, never
coming home at night until the theatre closed, and
almost living in the pubs; he refused to work. His
father-in-law died, and left the family no fortune.
Monsieur Bovary was shocked and angry. He soon
began working in business. He lost some money, and
left for the countryside, to attempt farming, although he
knew nothing of farming. He lost money at this, as
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Part One

well, because he rode his horses instead of using them
for farming, drank his wine instead of selling it, ate his
finest hens instead of selling them for meat. He soon
realized that he would never make money.

At the age of forty-five, he moved to a village
between Caux and Picardy. He made a home in a place
not quite a farm and not quite a house. He envied the
world and hated his life. He decided to attempt to live a
quiet life.

He often paid no attention to his poor wife,
although she loved him dearly. It seemed the more she
gave him, the less he loved her. When they married,
she was quite friendly and cheerful, but her character
had changed with time. She suffered so much at first
when they married, while he chased after other women
and paid her no attention, but she did not complain.
With age, however, her husband’s behavior upset her,
and she became angry at her life and her husband.
Though, till her death, she never spoke a word about
her displeasure. While her husband sat by the fire
smoking, she paid the bills and visited the neighbors.
The only time he would speak to her was to say
something disagreeable or complain about her.

A baby came,and his mother gave him everything
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