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R

Pre-Reading Task

Discuss the following questions:

1. Describe your first day on campus.
2. How did you become familiar with the campus?
3. What are your expectations of college life?

.

Intensive Reading
Introduction

For most young people gomg to. college means Ieavmg the:r parents and }
gomg to live alone in an unfammar enwranment for the first time.’ After the f:rst' ‘- }
- excitement, many may Wonde ,h’aw(best to start their new life. Evelyn Herald - 1

:
i
1
4

wrote the foliowmg essay to share* ' us her exper{enoe of bemg a corlege .

...‘._._.,..‘..‘.._.._.....,...



Part Two: Intensive Reading

TEXT A

Fresh Start

By Evelyn Herald

I first began to wonder what I was doing on a college campus
anyway when my parents drove off, leaving me standing
pitifully in a parking lot, wanting nothing more than to find my
way safely to my dorm room. The fact was that no matter how
mature [ liked to consider myself, I was feeling just a bit first
gradish. My plan was to keep my ears open and my mouth shut
and hope no one would notice I was a freshman.

2 With that thought in mind, I raised my head, squared my
shoulders, and set off in the direction of my dorm.

3 1 spent the whole afternoon seeking out each of my
classrooms so that I could make a perfectly timed entrance before
each lecture without having to ask silly questions about where it was.

4 The next morning I found my first class and marched in.
Once I was in the room, however, another problem arose. Where
to sit? Freshman manuals advised sitting near the front. After
much consideration, I chose a seat in the first row and to the
side. I was in the front (as advised), but out of the professor’s
direct line of vision.

5 1 had prepared the first chapter of our textbook on American
Literature and written the date on top of the first page. “Welcome to
Biology 101,” the professor began. A cold sweat broke out on the
back of my neck. I took out the timetable and checked the room
number. I was in the right room. Just the wrong building.

-3-
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6 So now what? Get up and leave in the middle of the lecture?
Wouldn't the professor be angry? I knew everyone would stare.
Forget it. I settled into the chair and tried to take notes as other
students in the room.

7 After class I decided my stomach needed something, and I
hurried to the cafeteria. I bought a sandwich, put it on a tray and
was heading for the salad bar when I stepped on a piece of cheese
and, in no time, my hands were on the floor and my feet high up
as if trying to catch the flying tray.

8 In the seconds after my fall I thought how nice it would be if
no one had noticed. But as all the students in the cafeteria came
to their feet. table by table, cheering and laughing, I knew they
had not only noticed, they were determined that I would never
forget it. Slowly I kicked off the cheese and ran out of the
cafeteria.

0 For three days | had all my meals in the dorm. On the fourth
day I thought I needed some real food. Perhaps three days was

long enough for the campus to have forgotten me. So off to the

cafeteria I went.

10 | made my way through the food line and carefully sat at a
table. Suddenly I heard a crash that sounded familiar. I looked up
to see that another student had met the fate I'd thought would
only fall on me. My heart went out to him as people began to
cheer and laugh as they had for me. He got up. smiling as if
nothing had happened. I expected him to run out of the cafeteria
as I had. but instead he turned around and began preparing
another tray. And that’s when I realized I had been taking myself
far too seriously. Probably everyone in the cafeteria had done
something equally silly when he or she was a freshman — and had
lived to tell about it.



Part Two: Intensive Reading

11 Who cared whether I dropped a tray, where I sat in class, or
even whether I showed up in the wrong lecture? Nobody. This
wasn’t like high school. Popularity was not so important; running
with the crowd was no longer a law of survival. In college, it
didn’t matter. This was my big chance to do my own thing, be my
own woman — if I could forget about doing everything perfectly.

(657 words)

New Words and Cxpressions

campus / 'keempas / n. BB

anyway / ‘entwel / ad. FibdefT, 2
pitifully / 'prifols / ad. S ANREH, Tk
parking lot 1% % 3z

dorm / dom / n. B4

mature / mstjus / a. R

first gradish & — & 48 #7 £ /49

freshman / frefmon / n. KF—F 44 &
entrance / ‘entrons / n. #EA

arise / draiz / vi. HIA

manual / ‘'meenjuoal / n. FH. &
consideration / konsidorer{(a)n / n. # /&
vision / 'viz(a)n / n. A AL
chapter / tfeepto / n. (P F
textbook / ‘tekstbuk / n. ##H,® K

Reading Comprehension

literature / orotfs / n. L&

biology / barolodzr / n. &%

sweal / swet / n. K

timetable / taimtetb(2)1 / n. Bl &
cafeteria / keefrtiorio / n. &%

tray / tre1 / n. %

salad / seelod / n. &35

bar / ba: / n. BB (XEHFHIIES
cheese / tfiz / n. ¥8&

determined / dritsmind / a. &4,k EH
crash / kree] / 0. 3. %% . &5

fate / fort / n. i3

show up & Ae, 33,8 /&

popularity / popjuleeritt / n. %R, & F
survival / savaivol / n. ¥4 . %84 4

1. Fill in the blanks in the diagram with the following expressions.

1. reading freshman manuals
2. in the wrong classroom

_5..
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to do my own thing, be my own woman
doing the same as the other students

pitiful and first gradish

falling to the ground and dropping the tray
reading the first chapter of the textbook
having meals in her room for three days
cheering and laughing

getting up and getting another tray

seeking out each of her classrooms

Theme: fresh experience on college campus

/\

First feelings on campus

|

Making preparations

Problem:

First experience in class

Solution:

Problem:

First experience in cafeteria

Students’ reaction:

ANVAWIN

Solution:




Part Two: Intensive Reading

His reaction:

Similar fate of another student -~

Y

The lesson learned -

.

Complete the following statements according to the text.

1. The writer did not want others to regard her as

ro

oy O W

7. The writer fell on the floor in the cafeteria because she

%

10.

11.

12.

.

O s W

The writer raised her head and squared her shoulders in order to show
a freshman.

The writer made sure about her classrooms in order to
suggested that freshmen had better sit near the front.
The first class the writer wanted to attend was .
The writer decided to stay in the wrong classroom and pretended that

The writer wished that when she fell down.
The writer three days later because she thought she needed
some real food.

Before the other student fell, the writer had thought that such a

Now the writer considered sitting in the wrong classroom and running out of the

cafeteria after the fall were both very
According to the writer, was more important in high school than in

college.

Decide whether the following statements are true (T) or false (F).

When she was alone on campus; Evelyn did not know why she should go to college.
Nobody realized that she was a freshman because she looked mature.

She chose a seat in the first row as advised in freshman manuals.

She wrote, “Welcome to Biology 101” on the textbook.

She made a mistake about her classroom even though she had made careful
preparations the day before.

-7-



