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Freedom of Information D 7 N

Enacted in 2000 and in operation in the UK since 2005, the Freedom of Infor-
mation (FOI) Act has revealed information that has generated calls for consti-
tutional reform. A massive ‘information jurisprudence’ has developed through
the decisions of the Information Commissioner, the Information Tribunal and
the courts. Governments’ responses to the war on terror have involved increased
resort to claims of national security and accompanying secrecy, but these devel-
opments have to exist alongside demands for FOI and transparency. FOI has to
balance access to and protection of personal information, and major amend-
ments have been made to the Data Protection Act in order to balance the
competing demands of transparency and privacy. This detailed discussion of
FOI laws and personal data laws examines the historical development of secrecy,
national security and government, and their modern context.

Patrick Birkinshaw is an experienced and widely published public lawyer. He is
also Director of the Institute of European Public Law at the University of Hull.
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Preface

In the Introduction to this book I give an outline of some of the developments
in the law relating to freedom of information since the last edition. My discs
were sent to the publishers early in May 2009 but I was able to incorporate some
developments until October 2009. I would like to thank Dan Metcalfe who, as
the Law School’s research assistant, provided invaluable work on examining the
decisions and appeals of the Information Commissioner and the Information
Tribunal.

October 2009
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