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The United Kingdom is the abbreviation of the United
Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, which is located
in Western Europe, between the North Atlantic Ocean and the
North Sea, northwest of France, and composed of 4 countries:
England, Wales, Scotland, and Northern Ireland. It is a founding
member of NATO, of the Commonwealth, and a member state of

the European Union.

1.2 Geography

Britain constitutes the greater part of the British Isles. The
largest of the islands is Great British Isles. The largest of the
islands is Great Britain. The next largest comprises Northern
Ireland and the Irish Republic. Western Scotland is fringed by the
large archipelago known as the Hebrides and to the north east of
the Scottish mainland are Orkney and Shetland. All these have
administrative ties with the mainland, but the Isle of Man in the
Irish Sea and the Channel Islands between Great Britain and
France are largely self-governing, and are not part of the United

Kingdom.
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- :With an area of:'some 242, 500-:sq km: (93, 600 sq miles)
Britain is just under 1,000km (some 600 miles) from the south
eoast to the extreme north of Scotland and just tinder 500km(some
300 miles)across in the widest part.

K ®
1.3 Population

According to preliminary results of the April 1991 gensus,
Britain’s population was 55. 5 million, which ranked sevénteenth
in the world. On the latest projections;-its population is expected
to reach 60,441,457 in July 2005. e

* % %
1.4 History - ¥ t . s

The word “Britain”- derives -from Greek .and Latin names
probably stemming from a :Celtic origiral. - Although in'-the
prehistoric time-scale the Celts were relatively laté atrivals in the
British Isles (following cultures which-had produced such notable
monuments as the stone circles of Avebury and Stonehenge) , only
with them does Britain emerge into recorded history. The term
“Celtic” is oftén used rather generally to. distinguish the early
inhabitants of the British Isles from. the later:'Anglo-Saxon
invaders. . . b ; S ;

Roman rule_ lasted for over 300 years from:AD 43. The final
Roman withdrawal in 408 followed a period of increasing disorder
during which the island began to be raided by Angles, Saxons and
jutes from northern Europe.: It is from the Angles that the name
“England” derives. In theinext two centuries the raids turned into
settlement dnd a -numberiof small kingdoms were established. The

Britons maintained an. independent existerice 'in: the’ areas now
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known as Wales and Cornwall. Among these kingdoms, more
powerful ones émerged, claiming over lordship over the wholé
country, first in the north (Northumbria), then in the midlands
(Mercia) and finally in the south (Wessex), However, further
raids and settlement by the Vikings from Scandinavia occurred,
although in the tenth century the Wessex dynasty defeated the
invading Danes and established a wide-ranging authority in
England.

In 1066, the last successful invasion.of England took place.
Duke William of Normandy defeated the English at the Battle of
Hastings. Normans and others from France came to settle. French
became the language of the nobility for the next three oéntuties
and the legal and, to some extent, social structure was influenced
by that prevailing across the Channel.

Wales had . remained .a Celtic stronghold,  although often
within the English sphere of influence. However, with the death
in battle In 1282 of Prince Llywelyn, Edward 1 launched a
successful campaign te bring Wales under English rule. Continued
strong Welsh national feeling was indicated by the rising led by
Owain Glyndwr at the beginning of the fifteenth century. The
Acts of Union of 1536 and 1542 united England and Wales
administratively, politically and legally.

Scotland was mainly inhabited by the Picts. In the sixth
century, the Scots from Ireland (or “Scotia” ) settled in what is
now Argyll. Lothian was populated by the English, while: Welsh
Britons moved north to Strathclyde. During the ninth century, the
various parts of Scotland united in defence against the Vikings.

The powerful monarchy which now existed in England threatened
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Scottish independence throughout the Middle Ages.

The eventual unification of England and Scotland showed that
religious differences were now 'more - important than old national
antagonisms. In England,: Eliaabeth [ was:sicceeded in 1603 by
James VI of Scotland (James ;] ‘of England). Even so; England
and Scotlandi remained separate during the seventeenth century,
apart . from ' an enforeed period of . unification under -Oliver
Cromwell.. In 1707, -both countries, realizing thé benefits of: closer
political and -economie: union, agreed ‘on a single parliament for
Great Britain. ;Stotland retained its own system of law and:churéh
settlement,. The Union became strained duting thereigns of-ihe
Protestant Hanoverians George I . and iGeorge'" [I, when' two
Jacobite risings attempted to restore the Catholic Stuarts. ' : }

A number of -kingdoms; had emergediin Ireland befote the
Christian ¢ra. Ireland, however, did not escape the incursions of
the Vikings,i who daminated the country during the tenth:tentuty.

+1In1169 Henty I :of England-{aunched an irtasion of Ireland.
‘He had been granted its overlordtship by theé English Pope -Adrian
IV ; whorwas anxious to bring the Isish:church mmto $ull obedience
to. Rome... Although a large ‘part: of the country came Ainder ‘the
control  of ‘Anglo-Normén imagnates, little:direct authority -was
exercised/from :England during.the Middle:Ages, = | - i -

The! Tudor moharchs showed a:rhuch: greater- {tehdem:y it
intdrvene'indreland.i During the reign-of Elizabeth: T ;la devies: 6f
campaigns was waged against Itrish insurgenss..: Thecmain focussof
resistance was (the northern province of Ulstér; With:the collapse
of this. resistance and..the flight bf-its leadersiin 11670, Ulster
became am- area”of isettlefdent by immigrants: froml Scotland -anid

&
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England.

The English civil wars (1642—1952) led to further risings in
Ireland, which were crushed by Cromwell. There was more
fighting after the deposition of James [I. in 1688.

Diiring most. of the eighteenth century there was an uneasy
peace: towards its end various efforts were made 'by British
governments to achieve stability, In 1782 the Irish Parliament
(dating from medieval times) was given legislative independence;
the only constitutional tie with Great Britain was the €rown. The
Parliament represented, however, only the privileged Anglo-Irish

minority and Catholics ‘were excluded from it. * An: abortive

.rebellion took place in'1789 and in 1801 lreland was unified with

Great Britain, - C e, .

Although /a . nationalist- rising ‘in- Dublin in 1916 was
suppressed, a guerrilla force known as the Irish Republican Army
(IRA) began operations against the British administration at the
end of the First World War.. The Government of Ireland Act 1920

provided for the establishment ef two home rule parliaments, onhk

in Dublin and .the other in Belfast. :The Act was implemefited ih
1921 in Northern Ireland,: when six of .the nine:counties: of:the
province of Ulster received. their own . Parliament: and remained

represented in, and subject ‘to ‘the supreme .authority of, the

British administration. After the signature of a truce:in Juhe, the

Anglo-Irish Treaty of .December 1921 established the Irish Free
Sate; which:became a:republic in:1949, - '.. e

-, ‘Although the Channel Islands and the.Isle of Man are not-part
of thé United Kingdom; they have a special:relationship with it.
The Channel Islands were .part of the Buthy..of Normandy: in: the
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tenth and eleventh centuries. The Isle.of Man was under the
nominal sovereignty of Norway: until 1266, and eventually came
under the direct administration of the Crown in 1765.: Today the
territories have their own legislative assemblies and systems of

law. The British Government is responsible for their international

relation.

% |New Words] ¥
& fringe n. A% & archipelago n. # &
& preliminary a. #7% # & raidv./n. &
& monarchy n. B £ &k & antagonism n. # st
& Jacobite n. —i g A & incursion n. A4%

¥ | Exerclses | #

1. Explain each of the following terms in English.
1. the United Kingdom
2. the Isle of Man
3. Norman invasion
4

. Celtic

. Answer the following questions

1. What countries is the United Kingdom composed of?
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2. Briefly state about British geography.
3. How was England united with the other countries?
4. How are the Channel Islands and Isle of Man administered by

British government?
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The National Flag of the United States

The full name of America is the United States of America,
often shortened to the United States. or just to America. Britain’ s
American colonies broke with the mother country in 1776 and were
recognized as the new nation of the United States of America
following the Treaty of Paris in 1783. During the 19th and 20th
centuries, 37 new states were added to the original 13 as the
nation expanded across the North American continent and acquired
a number of overseas possessions. The two most traumatic
experiences in the nation’s history were the Civil War (1861—65)
and the Great Depression of the 1930s. Buoyed by victories in
World Wars I-and II and the end of the Cold War in 1991, the US
remains the world’s most powerful nation state. The economy is
marked by steady growth, low unemployment and inflation, and

rapid advances in technology.

2.2 Geography
The United States is situated in the South of North America
and its southern tip reaches the subtropical zone. On the north the

country shares more than 6,000 kilometers of land boundary with
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Canada, which runs approximately: along the 49th’ parallel-in the
west part and then across the :four of the five Great Lakes before
turning ‘to'the northeast, ‘Thé boundary between the United States
and Canada is open and ‘undefended. America’ s southern: land
neighbor is Mexico with which it shares a common bouandary of
some 3,000 kilometers. The coast area’of the Gulf of Mexico is
the most important oil-produéing region in the United States. To
the west of mainland America is the Pacific across which the
United States trades its products for goods from the Far East. To
the east of the country lies the Atlantic which witnesses large
numbers of European immigrants sailing to their American
colonies. The Atlantic is still the most important sea route from
America to Europe and the Middle East. '

' The total area of America is' some 9. 4 million square
kilometers, which makes it the fourth largest country in the
world. Its mainland covers a distance of some 5,000 kilometers
from east to west, and about 2, 500 kilémeters from south''ts
north. Bounded by three oc‘éansand the Gulf of Mexico; the
United States ‘of Amerlca has a Iong ‘coastline of abéut 20, OOd
kilometers, which makes it one of the countries with the longest
coastline in the world. " o ’ ' ‘

America’s location on the earth and its vast extent of terrltory
provide much advantage for the country in its development Its
large area contams rich natural resources and the different chmate
in different parts of the country grves varlety “to farm products
The long coastline with’ many harbors and 1nIets not only
facilitates forelgn trade and flshmg but also brlngs uch of the

country within the 1nf1uence of the oceanic cllmate The fact that

h#*
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there is no land neighbor strong enough to pose a serious threat to
the security. of the country makes it unnecessary for. America to
station a large frontier army along its border. It is true that the
United States guards its border with Mexico, rather loosely in
most cases for lack of personnel, but its purpose is to stop drug
trafficking and prevent Mexicans from stealing into the United
States. As a matter of fact, America traditionally regards the
Western Hemispheres as its backyard from which foreign intrusion

must; be excluded.

2,3 Population

America has a population of about 220 million, which is not
very large against the size of the country. The earliest settlers in
America are those who were misnamed Indians by Columbus.
They are said to come to the continent by way of the Bering
Straight which used to be land at that time. But the real
immigrating tides had arisen since late 16th and early 17th
centuries, Some Europeans were “pushed out” of West Eur.ope‘ by
religious persecution or jmbovgerishment and went to America,
before 1860, to start a new life in a wild world. Most of them
experienced the hardships of the frontier life and cultivated a‘deep~
rooted love for their new haven. They ‘are called the “old
immigrants”. The “new immigrants” , in contrast, refer to those
who were said to have been “pulled to” the United States By the
prospect of good ‘jobs and a happy life after 186‘0. Most of theni
were unskilled, but they swarmed to l;ig cities. The large influx of
“new immigrations” was one of the factors that finally prompted

the American government to pass the Immigration Quota Law.




