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Preface

Education law has become a topical and dynamic subject, and is likely to remain so for
the foreseeable future. It is particularly well suited for the undergraduate and
postgraduate law curriculum. Education law cuts across traditional teaching boundaries,
and is influenced by work in other academic disciplines. It draws upon its roots in
administrative law, yet elements of the law of tort, child law, discrimination law, and
human rights legislation are of crucial importance. The values that underpin education
law are derived from international as well as domestic law.

Education law is a specialist area of law for practitioners. It is of particular relevance
to parents, pupils, students, school governors, teachers, and local education authorities.
There has been a dramatic increase in education legislation and litigation by parents
and students in the last 20 years, which reflects the influence of consumerism and
human rights on this area of law. Parents and students, and to a lesser degree pupils,
have acquired more effective legal rights and remedies.

This book examines education law from the perspective of the parent, pupil or
student. It is written primarily for law students, but I hope that it may also prove useful
for education students who study law as part of their degree programme or teacher
training course.

The aim of this book is three-fold. First, the book attempts to enable students to
understand how education law operates in practice by demonstrating the relationship
between primary and secondary legislation, government guidance and case law, and
by illustrating how different areas of English law, including human rights law, relate to
each other in this context. Second, the book attempts to encourage students to analyse
and question the law as well as to undertake further independent research into legal
and educational issues. Third, the book identifies and examines current issues in
education law, and on occasion compares the position in other legal systems.

The legal position in England and Wales has been covered, although with
devolution there are an increasing number of differences between England and Wales,
the most important of which have been noted. I have endeavoured to state the law as
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it stood at the end of December 2001, and have included brief references to the Education
Bill currently before Parliament.

This book would not have been written without the inspiration, support, patience
and forbearance of many people; to them all much thanks. I would particularly like to
express my gratitude to Nigel Giffin, Professor Malcolm Leder, and Professor Neville
Harris, as well as colleagues at Middlesex University and ACE (Advisory Centre for
Education), together with the editorial staff at Butterworths, and last but by no means
least my husband Chris, and my three sons Oliver, Nicholas and Simon.

Anne Ruff
January 2002
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