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Preface

Hormones, Homeostasis and the Brain was the topic of the Vth International Meeting
of the International Society of Psychoneuroendocrinology held at Utrecht from
24 to 27 July 1974. The meeting brought clinical investigators and laboratory
researchers together to discuss the implication of hormones in brain function.

The therapeutic potential of new psychoactive drugs is still difficult to predict from
animal experiments. However, the mode of action of hormones on their target tissues
is much better known than that of drugs in general and on the basis of this knowledge,
sophisticated animal models to study the influence of hormones in the brain are
gradually becoming available. Behavioral, electrophysiological and biochemical
parameters are used and much can be learned in this way from laboratory and clinical
studies on the central action of hormones.

Thanks are due to the University of Utrecht for their cooperation, the Dr. Saal
van Zwanenberg Foundation and the International Society of Psychoneuroendo-
crinology for financial assistance and the Organon Company for additional support.

The staff of the Rudolf Magnus Institute was responsible for the excellent organiza-
tion of the meeting. In particular I wish to thank Miss Tine Baas, Miss Sylvia van
Bijlevelt, Dr. M. E. A. Reith and Mr. J. C. van den Berg for their secretarial and
administrative contributions.

D. pE WIED
Utrecht (The Netherlands)
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RELEASING HORMONES ON THE
CENTRAL NERVOUS SYSTEM
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A. J. PRANGE (Chapel Hill, N.C.)
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