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Unit One

Unit One

VESUVIUS ERUPTS

1. Paraphrase the parts underlined in the following .

So the letter which you asked me to write on my uncle’s death has made you eager
to hear about the terrors and also the hazards I had to face ' when left at Misenum, for
I * broke off at the beginning of this part of my story.

I took a bath, dined, and then dozed * fitfully for a while. For several days past
there had been earth * tremors which were not particularly alarming because they are
frequent in Campania: but that night the shocks were so violent that everything fell as if
it were not only shaken but overturned.

I don’t know whether 1 should call this courage or * folly on my part (I was only
seventeen at the time) but I ® called for a volume of Livy and went on reading as if I
had nothing else to do.

Up came a friend of my uncle's who had just come from Spain to join him. When
he saw us sitting there and me actually reading, he scolded us both—me for my
" foolhardiness and my mother for allowing it.

By now it was dawn [25 August in the year 79 ], but the light was still dim and
® faint. The buildings round us were already ° tottering, and the open space we were in
was too small for us not to be in reat and '“imminent danger if the house collapsed. This
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finally ' decided us to leave the town. We were followed by a panic-stricken mob of
people wanting to act on someone else’s decision in preference 1o their own ( a point in

which fear looks like "’ prudence ) , who "“hurried us on our way by pressing hard behind

in a dense crowd.

We also saw the sea sucked away and apparently forced back by the earthquake; at
any rate it receded from the shore so that '>quantities of sea creatures were left "*stran-
ded on dry sand. On the landward side a fearful black cloud was " rent by forked and
quivering bursts of flame, and parted to reveal great tongues of fire, like flashes of light-
ning magnified in size.

At this point my uncle’s friend from Spain **spoke up still more urgently: “If your
brother, if your uncle is still alive, he will want you both to he saved; if he is dead, he
would want you, to survive him—so why put off your escape?”

Soon afterwards the cloud sank down to earth and covered the sea; it had already
“blotted out Capri and hidden the promontory of Misenum from sight. Then my mother

®implored, entreated, and commanded me to escape as best I could. . .

I looked round: a dense black cloud was coming up behind us, spreading over the
earth like a flood. “Let us leave the road while we can still see,” I said, “or we shall
be knocked down and * trampled underfoot in the dark by the crowd behind. ”

You could hear the shrieks of women, the “wailing of infants, and the shouting of

men; some were calling their parents, others their children or their wives, trying to rec-
ognize them by their voices. People * bewailed their own fate or that of their relatives,

and there were some who **prayed for death in their terror of dying. Many *besought the

aid of the gods, but still more imagined there were no gods left, and that the universe was
plunged into eternal darkness forevermore. There were people, too, who *added to the
real perils by inventing “'fictitious dangers; some reported that part of Misenum had col-
lapsed or another part was on fire, and though their tales were false they found others to
believe them. A *gleam of light returned, but we took this to be a waming of the ap-
proaching flames rather than daylight.

I could boast that not a groan or cry of fear *escaped me in these perils, *had 1

not derived some poor consolation in my mortal lot from the belief that the whole world

was dying with me and I with it.

We returned to Misenum where we *' attended to our physical needs as best we

could, and then spent an anxious night alternating between hope and fear.

2
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II. Rewrite the following:

For each of the sentences below, write a new sentence as close in meaning
as possible to the original sentence by using the given words as the beginning.

1. We were followed by a panic-stricken mob of people wanting to act on someone
else’s decision in preference to their own, who hurried us on our way by pressing hard
behind in a dense crowd.

Panic-stricken, the mob of people close behind us

2. We replied that we would not think of considering our own safety as long as we
were uncertain of his.

Unless we were

3. There were people, too, who added to the real perils by inventing fictitious dan-
gers: some reported that part of Misenum had collapsed or another part was on fire, and
though their tales were false they found others to believe them.

By reporting that part of Misenum had collapsed or another part was on fire,

4. 1 could boast that not a groan or cry of fear escaped me in these perils, had 1
not derived some poor consolation in my mortal lot from the belief that the whole world
was dying with me and I with it.

Because I derived some poor consolation

5. Several hysterical individuals made their own and other people’s calamities seem
ludicrous in comparison with their frightful predictions.

Compared with several individuals® frightful predictions, the calamities

IMl. Translate the following into English:

L BRFEHRNLTRWE, RECEMEE, XREERESARELAS
BEZMWRG, THREIET JORKE R 5B E B, REILEER AT AT 2 = Adsthin
BIgRM, ShEREM, LIRBAREERME, AMTEBPPEBIIME, FHF
AL EIL, HEESAFRIHAL BCHEN; ARALENACHEANE
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&, AHNTEEIEFE TR TR FEM A LU, F 2 AR RNFED,
{ASE 2 A ANGA A tit AR AR AN R —FHERBA T KEHREZ A,

2. —EETEFY, RITHET TR £RE, RIIBAT - LEAIFIHH
B, SRIMBBRAC . ROTRKILBDEERPOF HRATFHOLEE, B
EHEFE, NAaRE, SECREAT K, KITEEIMRERKERET
%, REXFIBMEER, SZiEKANE ERTEXSFBRENEFEYAEET
YE, AE%. ERERMITE, —FBEENDSHESENIVEITT,
BEJLEE KRB AT, B ERMBILERK T BN,

3. Pl ERE-RRBRKR, RAREHKREL, MEALFHERBERN
ANEBAR—EA IS, SHIIHTEMEL, ©018 28 RER AR K
BREWRETE, ERFERERN, SERINCELmERLEREE, M
HAEF AR N EER, BRMEENERBN T EZIADATTER,

4. BG, BREHEROMEZ, HEQRTEEMMBX, KHEMHET,
BERENRZETREREEREDR. FAMANAGEIETHE, SHRER
BESHBERKLKE, BOFT—Bk, RAITREAK, RALXMEACH
ABFTR, REMEREMBREOCEEL T — MBS

5. ECRERA Y (RTT7T94F8 H25 H), REAKAKARE., RITAER
ERYCLERNLD, BRIVTENSHAANT, U —FTERrIE, BRI
ZHEZFRMZ K, XRERMNATRESFXA/MEL BIVGHRE— KBHER
RIEHMER, ffilE2&THCHIE, RFMEZER (TEXFEFL T ERH
B . X — KB EERREADa RIS, RATR MR b

IV. Cloze

Complete each of the words with initial letters given in the following .
By now it was dawn [ 25 August in the year 79 ], but the light was still dim and

faint. The buildings 1. r __ us were already tottering, and the open 2. s we
were in was too small for us 3. n__ to be in real and imminent 4. d __ if the
house collapsed. This 5. f decided us to leave the town. We were6. f __ bya
panic-siricken mob of people wanting to 7. a _ on someone else’s decision in
8. p_ totheirown (apointin9. w _ fear looks like prudence), who hurried
us on our way by 10. p  hard behind in a dense crowd.

Once beyond the buildings we stopped, and there we had some extraordinary expe-
riences 11. w thoroughly alarmed us. The carriages we had ordered to he brought
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out began to run in 12. d directions though the 13. g was quite level, and

would not remain stationary even when wedged 14. w __ stones. We also saw the sea
sucked 15. a __ and apparently forced back by the earthquake: at any rate it rece-
ded 16. f  the shore so that quantities of sea 17. ¢ were left stranded on dry
sand. On the landward side a 18. f  black cloud was rent by forked and quivering
19. b of flame, and parted to reveal 20. g tongues of fire, like flashes of
lightning magnified in size.

V. Proofreading

The following passages contain several errors, each line with a maximum of
one error. And ATTENTION, some lines might be free from error. In each case
only one word is involved. You should proofread the passage and correct the er-
rors in the following way .

underline the wrong word and write the correct one in the
blank provided at the end of the line.
mark the position of the missing word with a “ A" sign

For a wrong word,

For a missing word, and write the word you believe to be missing in the blank
provided at the end of the line.

For an unnecessary | cross out the unnecessary word with a slash “ \ ” and put

word , the word in the blank provided at the end of the line.
place a tick “V/” in the blank provided at the end of the

line.

For a correct line,

We had scarcely sat down to rest when darkness fell, not
the dark of a moonless or cloudy night, but as if the lamp had
been put out in a close room. You could hear the shrieks of
women, the wailing of infants, the shouting of men; some
were calling for their parents, others their children or their
wives, tried to recognize them by their voices. People
bewailed for their own fate or that of their relatives, and there
were some who prayed for death in their terror of dying. Many
besought the aid of the gods, but still more imagined that there

were no gods left, and that the universe was plunged

A S A U i

into an eternal darkness forevermore. There were people, too,
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who added the real perils by inventing fictitious dangers.

At last the darkness thinned and dispersed into smoke or
cloud; then there was a genuine daylight, and the sun actually
shone out, but yellowish as it was during an eclipse. We were
terrified to see everything change, buried deep in ashes like
snowdrifts. We returned to Misenum where we attended our
physical needs as best we could, and then spent an eager night
alternating between hope and fear. Fear predominated, for the
earthquakes yet went on, and several hysterical individuals
made their own and other people’s calamities seem ludicrous in
comparison with their frightful predictions. But even then, in
spite the dangers we had been through and were still
expecting, my mother and [ had still no intention of leaving

until we had news of my uncle.

Rewrite the following .

For each of the sentences below, write a new sentence as close in meaning
as possible fo the original sentence by using the given words as the beginning.

1. The major land masses and the ocean basins are today much as they have been

throughout the greater part of geologic time.

The major land masses and the ocean basins have not

10.

.
=

2. With few exceptions, islands are the results of the violent, explosive, earth-

shaking eruptions of submarine volcanoes, working perhaps for millions of years to a-

chieve their end.

Almost all islands result

3. It is one of the paradoxes in the ways of earth and sea that a process seemingly

so destructive, so catastrophic in nature, can result in an act of creation.

6
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An act of creation can result from such

4.

Whether the destruction of an island comes quickly or only after long ages of ge-

ological time may also depend on external forces.

An island may be destroyed quickly or only after long ages of geological time,

ail.

3.

The birth of a volcanic island is an event marked by prolonged and violent trav-

It takes prolonged and violent travail

REFERENCES TO THE EXERCISES

1. Paraphrase the parts underlined in the following:

side

1.

KN v B LB

9.

the hazards I had to face when left at Misenum: when I was left
I broke off at the beginning of this part of my story; stopped

I. .. dozed fitfully for a while: restlessly

there had been earth tremors: shaking moments of the ground
whether I should call this courage or folly: foolishness

1 called for a volume of Livy; collected

he scolded. . . me for my foolhardiness: taking useless risk

the light was still dim and faint: lacking brightness

The buildings round us were already tottering: moving in an unsteady way from

to side as if about to fall

10.
I1.
12,
13.

to be in real and imminent danger: approaching
They finally decided us to leave the town: caused us to make a choice
to act on someone else’s decision in preference to their own: rather than

fear looks like prudence: self-possession
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14. who hurried us on our way by pressing hard behind: pressed hard behind so

that we had to hurry on our way
15. quantities of sea creatures: plenty
16. were left stranded on dry sand: in a helpless position
17. a fearful black cloud was rent by. .. bursts of flame: split
18. my uncle’s friend from Spain spoke up still more urgently; spoke more loudly
19. it had already blotted out Capri: covered

20. my mother implored, entreated, and commanded me to escape: asked in a

begging manner, begged humbly
21. we shall be knocked down and trampled underfoot: crushed under the feet

22. the wailing of infants: long cry suggesting grief
23. People bewailed their own fate: wept to express deep sorrow for

24. who prayed for death in their terror of dying: wished to die sooner

25. Many besought the aid of the gods: asked anxiously

26. who added to the real perils; increased

27. by inventing fictitious dangers: untrue

28. A gleam of light returned; sudden flash

29. not a groan or cry of fear escaped me in these perils: was made unconsciously
by

30. had ] not derived some consolation in my mortal lot from the belief that the

whole world was dying with me and I with it; because I got some comfort in my dying
fate, as I believed

31. we attended to our physical needs: satisfied ourselves with food and shelter

II. Rewrite the following.

1. Panic-stricken, the mob of people close behind us wanted to act on someone

else’s decision in preference to their own and hurried us on our way by pressing hard be-

hind in a dense crowd.

2. Unless we were certain of his safety, we replied, we would not think of consid-

ering our own.
3. By reporting that part of Misenum had collapsed or another part was on fire,

some people added to the real perils by inventing such fictitious dangers, and found oth-

2

ers, vet, to helieve these false tales.
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4. Because I derived some poor consolation in my mortal lot from the belief that the

whole world was dying with me and I with it, I could not boast that not a groan or cry of

fear escaped me in these perils.

5. Compared with several individuals’ frightful predictions, the calamities both of

their own and of others’ seemed to be ludicrous.

III. Translate the following into English:

1. We had scarcely sat down to rest when darkness fell, not the dark of a moonless
or cloudy night, but as if the lamp had been put out in a closed room. You could hear
the shrieks of women, the wailing of infants, and the shouting of men; some were call-
ing their parents, others their children or their wives, trying to recognize them by their
voices. People bewailed their own fate or that of their relatives, and there were some
who prayed for death in their terror of dying. Many besought the aid of the gods, but
still more imagined there were no gods left, and that the universe was plunged into eter-
nal darkness forevermore.

2. Once beyond the huildiagsewe stoppedssemd there we had some extraordinary
experiences which thorougmm-armea us. 4se carriges we had ordered to be brought
out began to run in differert directions though the grbund was quite level, and would not
remain stationary even whdn wedlzed’with stones. R also saw the sea sucked away and
apparently forced back by the earthquake: at any rate it receded from the shore so that
quantities of sea creatures were left stranded on dry sand. On the landward side a fear-
ful black cloud was rent by forked and quivering bursts of flame, and parted to reveal
great tongues of fire, like flashes of lightning magnified in size.

3. Fear predominated, for the earthquakes went on, and several hysterical individ-
uals made their own and other people’s calamities seem ludicrous in comparison with
their frightful predictions. But even then, in spite of the dangers we had been through
and were still expecting, my mother and I had still no intention of leaving until we had
news of my uncle.

4. At last the darkness thinned and dispersed into smoke or cloud; then there was
genuine daylight, and the sun actually shone out, but yellowish as it is during an e-
clipse. We were terrified to see everything changed, buried deep in ashes like snow-
drifts. We returned to Misenum where we attended to our physical needs as best we

could, and then spent an anxious night alternating between hope and fear.
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5. By now it was dawn [ 25 August in the year 79 ], but the light was still dim and
faint. The buildings round us were already tottering, and the open space we were in was
too small for us not to be in real and imminent danger if the house collapsed. This final-
ly decided us to leave the town. We were followed by a panic-stricken mob of people
wanting to act on someone else’s decision in preference to their own (a point in which
fear looks like prudence), who hurried us on our way by pressing hard behind in a

dense crowd.

IV. Cloze
1. round 2. space 3. not 4. danger 5. finally
6. followed 7. act 8. preference 9. which 10. pressing

11. which 12. different 13. ground 14. with 15. away
16. from 17. creatures 18. fearful 19. burst 20. great

V. Proofreading

We had scarcely sat down to rest when darkness.fell, not

the dark of a moonless or cloudy night, but as if the lamp had

been put out in a close room. You could hear the shrieks of 1. closed
women, the wailing of infants, /\:."‘_.j,hebshouting of men; some 2. and
were calling Yar their parents, others their children or their 3. for
wives, tried to recognize them by their voices. People 4. trying
bewailed Yor their own fate or that of their relatives, and there 5. for
were some who prayed for death in their terror of dying. Many 6. v
besought the aid of the gods, but still more imagined that there 7. vV
were no gods left, and that the universe was plunged 8. Vv
into an eternal darkness forevermore. There were people, 9. an
too, who added A the real perils by inventing fictitious dangers. 10. to
At last the darkness thinned and dispersed into smoke or
cloud; then there was™a genuine daylight, and the sun actually 1. a
shone out, but yellowish as it was during an eclipse. We were 2. is
terrified to see everything change, buried deep in ashes like 3. changed

10
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snowdrifts. We returned to Misenum where we attended A our 4. to
physical needs as best we could, and then spent an eager night 5. anxioius
alternating between hope and fear. Fear predominated, for the 6. vV
earthquakes yet went on, and several hysterical individuals 7. yet
made their own and other people’s calamities seem ludicrous in 8. Vv
comparison with their frightful predictions. But even then, in 9. V

spite A the dangers we had been through and were still 10. of
expecting, my mother and I had still no intention of leaving until

we had news of my uncle.

Rewrite the following .

1. The major land masses and the ocean basins have not changed much throughout

the greater part of geologic time.

2. Almost all islands result from the violent, explosive, earth-shaking eruptions of

submarine volcanoes, working perhaps for millions of years to achieve their end.

3. An act of creation can result from such a process seemingly so destructive, so

catastrophic in nature, which is one of the paradoxes in the ways of earth and sea.

4. An island may be destroyed quickly to only after long ages of geological time,

which may also depend on external forces.

5. It takes prolonged and violent travail for a volcanic island to come into being.

LANGUAGE WORK

1

1. C. put sth. out.
(D extinguish; cause to stop burning
11



