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Preface

PREFACE
The following is everything 1 have been able to
learn of the sad story of young Werther. [ am certain that
you will come to love him and appreciate his goodness.
If you, the reader, now suffer from the same problems
as this man did, 1 hope that this story might become a

friend to you and help you to feel better.
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preface ['prefis] n. BZ 8=
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the reader $£%&



ﬂ The Sorrows of Young Werther

BOOK |

MAY 4

I know it sounds terrible, but I must say, dearest
friend, that T am glad we are now apart! 1 cannot
exlain why. Do not be angry with me, I still like you as
much as I always do Ah! 1 pity Leonora. She fell in
love with me, while I was really only interested in her
young sister. I feel a little guilty about it, because there
were times when | gave her attention only for the
purose of making her love me even more. Oh, but I
should not let this bother me so much. It is now over
and done with. T must break my habit of worrying so
much about every little problem that comes my way
and keep my eyes always looking forward. I must try to
appreciate the happiness in my life now, at this moent,
and let the sadness of the past remain in the past. Too
many people in this world waste their time thinking so
much about their earlier troubles, rather than dealing
with their current situation.

Do me a favor and let my mother know that I am
doing exactly what she asked me to do, and that 1

should have news for her soon. 1 just met my aunt and
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found that she is quite different from the way most
people describe her. She is very friendly and caring.
We talked about the way my mother has held onto the
money that she, my aunt, was supposed to receive. It
seems that we might be able to come to an agreement
of some kindness about this, but it is still too early to
say for certain. Tell my mother that I am doing my
best.

This whole situation has shown me how the troubles
of our world are caused more by mistakes people make
in their judgment than by evil or hatred.

As for myself, I am doing quite nicely here. This
place is very lovely and peaceful, and helps me to feel
happier than 1 usually do. There are so many flowers!
I wish I could tumn into a butterfly and spend my life
enjoying flying from one to the other.

There’s a beautiful garden up on a hill that was
created by the Count M, who recently died. I am now
living in a small house that used to be his. I love it,
although it sometimes makes me feel sad to think that
he could no longer enjoy living there. Occasionally, the
idea even brings me to tears. Anyway, the man who cares

for the garden seems to like me, so all is generally
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