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fabled /'ferbld/ adj.

ensconce /m'skons/ v.

dainty /'demti/ adj.

pepper /'pepa(r)/ n.

carrot /'kaerat/ n.

scalloped /'skolopt/ adj. (also scolloped)

marigold /'merigauld/ n.

spice /spais/ n.

- bun /ban/ n.

rock-cake n.

bakery /'berkari/ .

mayonnaise /meis'nerz/ n.
pickle /'pkl/ n. i

dill /dil/ n.
fuzz /fAZ/ n
bruise /bru:z/ v.

GLOSSARY

well-known, legendary

settle without intention of moving or leaving

small, delicately beautiful and delicious

OB ;s BBk

E b

decorated with a series of small curves along the edges
[#] &®/E, HAEH, SR

any of various pungent, aromatic plant substances, such as cin-
namon or nutmeg, used to flavor foods or beverages

a small bread roll, often sweetened or spiced and sometimes
containing dried fruit 2

a small individual cake containing dried fruit and sometimes
spices and candied peel

a place where bread, cakes, cookies etc. are made or sold

a dressing made of beaten raw egg yolk, oil, lemon juice or
vinegar, and seasonings

an edible product, such as a cucumber, Ihathasbeenplmrved
and flavored in a solution of brine or vinegar s, sk

(IR, NEEF
a coating of fine, light fibers, hairs, or particles, as on peaches

to damage (plant tissue), as by a hit, fall, or pressure
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napkin /'nepkm/ n.

tin /tm/ n.
washcloth /'wofkin6/ n.

dampeh /'deempan/ v.
rosewater /'rous,woitas/ n.

glycerine /'ghisarin/ n.

umpteenth /Aamp'ti:n®/ adj.

avow /a'vau/ v.

measly /'mizly adj.
fleabag /'flibeg/ adj.
cot /kot/ n.

real estate /.rol 1'stert/ n.
squint /skwint/ v.

auditorium /odr'toriam/ a.

let out

bring about

dilated /dar'leitid/ adj.
corolla /ka'rola/ n.
dazzle /'dezl/ v.
travesty /'treevisti/ n.

caravan /’karoven/ n.

decree /dr'krii/ v.

flair /flea(r)/ n.

cool off

vanifla /va'nilef n.
soda fountain n.
corded /'kadid/ adj.
crisp /keisp/ ady.
pinafored /'pinafxd/ ad;.

mottled /'motld/ adj.
marble /'mabl/ n.
indignant /in'dignont/ adj.
outraged /'autreidzid/ adj.
anticipate /@n'tisipert/ v.

copybook /'kopibuk/ n.

a piece of cloth or absorbent paper used at table to protect the clothes or
wipe the lips and fingers

(L)%

a small, usu. square cloth of absorbent materiat used for washing the face or
body (also called facecloth, washrag)

to make damp

a liquid which is made from roses and which has pleasant smell and is used
as perfume and in cooking

a sticky colourless liquid used in making soap, medicine, and explosives H
i, N=

(informal) a word used when you do not know a specific number, but want
to say that the number is unreasonably large

to state firmly and boldly

contemptibly small and inadequate

cheap and dirty, esp. of a hotel

a narrow bed, usu. made of canvas on a collapsible frame

land, including all the natural resources and permanent buildings on it /5 Hiy™
to look with the eyes partly closed, as in bright sunlight .

a large building for public meetings or performances

(of school) to finish for the vacation

to cause or make sth. (to) happen

having been widened; expanded

the petals of a flower forming a ring-like shape

to dim the vision of, esp. to blind with intense light

a very bad example of sth. that gives a completely false idea of it; mockery

a company of travelers journeying together, as across a desert or through
hostile territory

to decide or state officially

a natural talent or aptitude; a knack

to become comfortably cool after having been hot

(4] &%, 7=

a counter or stand where beverages, ice cream and snacks are sold
tied, bound, or connected with strings

with a stiff, uncreased, or unspoiled surface

wearing a collarless and sleeveless garment, usu. worn by girls over a dress
and fastened at the top and the back

spotted or blotched with different shades or colors

KEH

angry or annoyed at the unfairness or unreasonableness of sb. or sth.
extremely shocked and angry

to imagine or consider sth. before it happens and make any necessary prepa-
rations for it

an exercise book containing models of penmanship, used in teaching handwriting
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Text I The Fourth of July

RN

T EXT EXPLANATIONS

This is a piece of narrative writing in which the first-person narration is employed. The whole
text may be divided into four main parts. The first paragraph, which is the beginning part, provides
the background of the story, introducing the main characters, the place and time of the major event
narrated in the story. The second part, which consists of Paragraphs 2-6, tells us all the necessary
preparations, especially the different kinds of food the writer’s mother had prepared for their Wash-
ington trip. Also, this part briefly relates two examples of racial discrimination and segregation. The
third part, which comprises Paragraphs 7-17, is the most important section of the narrative text.
This part concentrates on the major event of the text — the injustice with which the writer and her
family members had been treated. Included in this part are also some of the writer’s visits and her
psychological activities.

The title and the textual content bring out the satirical effect prominently. As is known to all, the
4th of July is kept as a national holiday on which the American people commemorate and celebrate
their winning of freedom and independence. But on this very day, the writer and her family were
treated unfairly and unjustly when they entered an ice-cream store, ordered a dish of vanilla ice
cream and got ready to enjoy it. They were not allowed to eat it inside. Besides this major event, the
text offers other examples to illustrate the ubiquitous existence of the white domination or racial
discrimination in the USA at that time.

Here are two questions for discussion:

(1) What do you think of the title and the content of the text?

The title and the content create a satirical effect. As we all know, the 4th of July is kept as a
national holiday on which the American people commemorate and celebrate their winning of freedom
and independence. But on this very day, the writer and her family were treated badly and unjustly in
the capital of the country when they entered an ice-cream store, ordered a dish of vanilla ice cream
and got ready to enjoy it. They were not allowed to eat it inside.

(2) What is the writer’s purpose?

The writer intends to lay bare or bring to light the white domination or racial discrimination and
segregation by vivid specific examples, and consequently to convey her fury and indignation.

Paragraph

7 ANALYSIS

The first paragraph presents the background information, which tells us the circumstances
under which the author’s family were going to take the Washington trip and why.
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The following two questions may be used for discussion:

(1) When and where did the writer’s family go for a visit?

The writer’s family went to Washington D.C. at the beginning of the summer when the writer
graduated from the eighth grade and her elder sister from high school.

(2) Why did the family go on a Fourth of July trip?

The family went on a Fourth of July trip for two reasons. The main reason was that the writer
and her sister had just graduated from school and the trip was taken as an event to mark their
graduation and regarded as their graduation present. The other reason was that the Fourth of July is
the National Day in the USA, the day on which America won independence and freedom. As a way
of celebration, most Americans will take trips to various places.

LLANGUAGE WORK

1. The Fourth of July: This day is kept as a national holiday in the United States of America, because
the Declaration of Independence asserting the sovereign independence of the former British colo-
nies was adopted on the fourth of July, 1776.

2. suppose vi. assume, believe, accept as true; pretend that sth. is true; take sth. as a fact

I don’t suppose for a minute that he will agree.
Everyone supposes him to be poor, but he is in fact very wealthy.
Suppose that you had a million pounds — How would you spend it?
3. be supposed to do sth.: be expected or required to do sth.
Am 1 supposed to clean all the rooms or just this one?
You are supposed to pay the bill by Friday.
You are not supposed to play football in the classroom.
Students are not supposed to whisper or talk while the teacher is lecturing.
4. fabled adj. famous in fables; legendary
There are some fabled cities in that smali country.
The scientist went to jnvestigate about the fabled fish in Lake Kanas.
The deserted house is fabled to have been inhabited by ghosts.

Paragraphs
26 ANALYSIS

This part mainly tells the readers the preparations made for the trip, in particular, the large
amount and variety of food the author’s mother had prepared for the family, which actually turned
their first trip on a passenger train to Washington into a real mobile feast. Part of the reason for doing
so was that her mother knew only too well that it would be an unpleasant experience if they should
go to eat in the dining car. A previous event was related in the 6th paragraph, revealing the reason
why the author’s sister Phyllis had not been able to go to Washington together with her classmates.

The following questions may be considered:
(1) Why had the family always gone on the milk train when they used to go to the Connecticut
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shore?

Because the milk train was cheaper. The fact that the family had always traveled on the cheap
milk train implies that the family was rather poor.

(2) Why did the writer say that her first trip to Washington D.C. was a mobile feast?

Because the writer started eating as soon as they were ensconced in their seats on the train and
she did not stop eating until somewhere after Philadelphia.

(3) Give a list of the different foods the writer’s mother had prepared and packed.

The writer’s mother had roasted two chickens and packed slices of brown bread and butter and
green pepper and carrot sticks. There were iced cakes with scalloped edges, a spice bun and rock
cakes, iced tea in a wrapped mayonnaise jar, sweet pickles, dill pickles, and peaches with the fuzz
still on them.

(4) Why did the writer’s mother prepare a variety of foods for the trip?

There were probably two reasons. On the one hand, by taking a variety of food with them on
the trip, the family members could save some money, for dining car food was too expensive. On the
other hand, as black people, they were not allowed into railroad dining cars at that time.

(5) Why had the writer’s elder sister been prevented from going to Washington D.C. with her
high school classmates?

Because she was black and all her classmates were white and they would be staying in a hotel
which did not rent rooms to Negroes.

LANGUAGE WORK

5. milk train: a train that chiefly carries milk, usu. very early in the moming

6. Preparations were in the air around our house before school was even over. 3 Preparations
were being made in our house even before school was closed for the summer vacation.
in the air: in the sky; prevalent; gaining currency; not decided, indefinite

The feather floated lightly in the air.
At that time there were some rumors in the air.
Suspicion hung in the air.

7. feast n. an unusually large or elaborate meal; (fig.) sth. that pleases the mind or the senses with

its richness or variety; a religious festival celebrated with rejoicing
The food on the table is actually a feast for eyes as well as for palate.
The picture is a feast of colors.
The melody is a rare feast.

8. In fact, my first trip to Washington was a mobile feast. #£5~ Actually, my first trip to Washington
was a wonderful or elaborate meal that we enjoyed in the chugging train. // Indeed, my first trip
to Washington was like a very pleasant or very agreeable feast, because I started eating as soon
as we were comfortably settled in our seats and did not stop until somewhere after Philadelphia.

9. ensconce vt. (esp. passive) establish or settle oneself or sb. in a safe and comfortable place

At night in winter, the young couple are happily ensconced by the fire, each reading a good
book.



