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10 Hillary Rodham Clinton

INTRODUCTION

Hillary Rodham Clinton' faced a big decision. The year
was 1999. For more than six years, she had been First Lady
of the United States — the wife of President Bill Clinton?,
a Democrat. She had lived in the White House with Bill
and their daughter, Chelsea®. She had advised her husband
on pressing political problems and defended him from po-
litical opponents. But Hillary Rodham Clinton was more
than just her husband’s helper. During Bill Clinton’s
presidency, she had met with famous world leaders. She
had worked on important government projects. She had
recommended major reforms of the nation’s health care
system. And long before her husband had become
president, Clinton had had a distinguished career as a
lawyer.

She was a powerful, intelligent woman who held an
important place in American society. But with Bill Clinton’s
presidential term ending in early 2001, her job as First Lady
would end as well. What would Hillary Clinton do
afterward?

Many people wanted to hire her. She had job offers
from colleges, big corporations, TV shows, and charitable
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organizations®. All these groups were eager to work with
such a well-known and accomplished person with big-name
connections in government. The Democratic Party wanted
Hillary Clinton too. Democratic leaders began to ask: Would
she consider running for the U.S. Senate? Daniel

Moynihan®, a longtime senator from New York, had an-
nounced his upcoming retirement. Would Clinton consider
running for his seat as a U.S. senator from New York in
20007

At first, Clinton didn’t take the idea seriously. After
all, she wasn’t a native New Yorker. She would have to
move to New York before she could run for office there.
She had never held elected public office before. And her
Republican opponent was likely to be Rudolph Giuliani®,
the popular New York City mayor. Even if Clinton were
interested in the job — which she wasn’t, she insisted —
it seemed unlikely that she could beat Giuliani.

But the Democratic leadership wouldn’t give up. One
by one, prominent Democrats began to mention her name
as their favorite candidate. Finally, Senator Moynihan him-
self added his support. He told an NBC’ correspondent
that if Hillary Clinton were to run for the Senate, “She’d
be welcome and she’d win.”

Pressured by her fellow Democrats, Clinton agreed
to at least consider the idea. On the negative side, she
dreaded a long, exhausting political campaign. She knew
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the Republican Party was sure to launch mean-spirited®
campaign ads against her. And since she didn’t yet live in
New York, she knew she’d be called a carpetbagger®— an
outsider who comes to a new area and meddles in its
politics. Still, the idea of joining the U.S. Senate — the most
powerful group of lawmakers in the United States — was
tempting. Clinton thought it over. She talked about it with
Bill and her close friends and advisers.

On March 4, 1999, Clinton was scheduled to speak to
a group of young female athletes in New York City. Along
with retired tennis champion Billie Jean King!?, she was
there to promote an HBO film called Dare to Compete'!,
about women in sports. A teenage basketball player named
Sofia Totti'? introduced Clinton to the crowd. As Sofia
shook Clinton’s hand, she also whispered in her ear: “Dare
to compete, Mrs. Clinton. Dare to compete.”

Sofia’s words hit home. After the event, Clinton real-
ized that, like the young female athletes, she would dare to
compete. She would run for the U.S. Senate. She later
reflected, “All over the United States and in scores of
countries, I had spoken out about the importance of women
participating in politics and government, seeking elective
office and using the power of their own voices to shape
public policy and chart their nations’ futures. How could I
pass up an opportunity to do the same?”

The decision was made. After a “listening tour!3”
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to touch base with New York voters and a move to an old
farmhouse in Chappaqua'4, north of New York City, Hillary
Clinton formally declared her candidacy in February 2000.
In mid-May, at their state convention, New York’s Demo- .
crats officially named her their candidate for the Senate.
As her job as First Lady wound down, Hillary Rodham
Clinton set forth into uncharted territory.
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QUESTIONS

When did Hillary face a big decision?

When did Clinton’s presidential term end?

Who had announced his upcoming retirement from senate?
Which film was Hillary encouraged by?

When did Hillary declare her candidacy?
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Chapter ONE

A YOUNG
ACTIVIST

Hillary Diane Rodham was born on October
26, 1947, at Edgewater! Hospital on the north side of
Chicago?, Illinois®. She grew up in a stone-and-brick
house on the corner of Wisner* and Elm’® streets in Park
Ridge, a middle-class Chicago suburb.

Her father, Hugh Rodham®, had started his career as
a curtain salesman at the Columbia LLace Company’ in
Chicago. Dorothy Howell Rodham?®, Hillary’s mother, met
Hugh when she applied for a secretarial job at the com-
pany in 1937. Dorothy and Hugh were married in 1942.
After serving in the navy during World War II (1939-1945),




