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So, if you pay attention to context clues and figure out
meanings as you read, you will help your speed as well as your
comprehension.

2. Even when you use the dictionary it is often necessary to
read several definitions of a word before you can find the one that
fits the meaning of the sentence.

So you will have to be alert to context clues even when you

use the dictionary.

Here is an example of guessing the meaning of an unfamiliar
word by looking at familiar words around it. Imagine that you

overheard someone saying the following;

I was so tired I didn"t bother with a real bed.

1 just lay down on the liclac in the living foom.

As soon as my feet rested at one end and my head
at the other, T fell asleep. In the morning 1 was
cramped from pushing against the back of the liclac.

To guess what liclec means, you could examine all the familiar
words and learn that (1) a liclac isn’t a bed, but you can lie on
ity (2) it’s part of a living room; (3) it’s the length of a person;
(1) it’s narrow and has a back. From these clues you might guess
that the unfamiliar word liclac represents a piece of living room
furniture similar to a couch or sofa.

There are five CONTEXT CLUES——examples, definitions,
descriptive ‘weords, parallclisim, synonym and aihtenym.
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1. The context of a word will sometimes give examples that
will give you a pretty clear idea of meaning. Suppose.you want to
know the meaning of the word geslure in the paragraph below.
How many examples are given in the following paragraph?

Some dogs can be trained to respond to gestures instead of
sound; for example, a hand peinting in a certain ditection,
an open hand, palm down, or agms outstretched can be used
to mean go sit of come:to a well-trained dog. .

Let us read another sentence ;

Society often has difficulty understanding nonconformists
such as criminals, inventors, artists, saints, and political
protesterss

The parallel examples help explain soncorformist because they all
seem to be exceptions, people who go beyond the average or
beyond the rules. This is close to an understanding of
novevnformists as people who da not adapt themselves to the usual
standasrds and customs .of: society....

Look for words like for example, for iustance, such as, L
illustrate, including, like that signal exampies are comings

Sometimes an example that feveals the. meaning of an
unfamiliar word is spread throughout the sentence or paragraph
and is not announced by a phrase. For example;.



During the first weeks of rehabilitation, Brian exercised as
best he could, took his medicine daily, and thought
constantly about the physical condition he once possessed.

Guessing the meaning of rehabilitalion requires considering what
occurred during it; (1) exercising “as best he could”—— as if
Brian had some kind of handicap (2)taking medicine——as if he
were ill;and (3)thinking about his past physical condition——as
if he were wishing for the good shape he used to be in. Putting
these examples together suggests that rekabilitation is returning to a
healthy condition, which is one of its meanings. (The more precise
definition is “restoring a former capacity ”; recovering from a
sickness. )

2. Sometimes the writer will save you the trouble of ooking
up a word by defining it for you. Read the examples below.

The point where the light rays come together is callied the
Socus of the lens.

When you see expressions like that is, is called or the words
means, is, you will know to watch for a definition of some kind.
A second kind of definition is what is called an appositive. An
appositive is just a phrase.that follows & word and explains it. But
instead of being introduced by one of the definition-type
expressions, this kind of phrase is set off on both sides by
commas. For example;



An aquarium needs scavenger fisk, swimming garbage
collectors, to keep the tank clean.

Sometimes definitions are enclosed in parentheses or set off by
dashes.
At burrout the instant a rocket stops firing—— the
satellite’s path is fixed.

What is a word? A difficult question. Chariton Laird, an

eminent scholar and expert on language, says that even the

lezicographer (dictionary fhaker) has a difficult time deciding

3. You can sometimes piece together the meaning of a word
by a little straight detective work.

The first impression that crossed my mind was that the
woman was vbese. Her clothing was stretched across her vast
surface of skin like a lumpy balloon stretched to the bursting
point.

Look at the italic word. The following descriptions help you
understand the meaning of the italic word.

4. Parallelism shows you which ideas line up or go together
and can often suggest the meaning of a new word. Watch for
parallel ideas in the following sentence.

The kittens see their mother hunt and kill, and they in turn
take up predatory behavior.



If you did not know the wotd predalory, you could put together
clues from the context. parallel construction ( killens see s +
anl they + « « take wp ); the signified phrase in turn; and the
“suggested idea of imitation ( Kittens watching their mother and
taking up her behavior. ) These clues produce the correct
assumption that prelalory behavior consists of hunting and killing.

§. One further way to pick up the meaning of a new word or
expression is by looking for antonyms or synonyms.

1) Antonyms are words or phrases that have opposite
meanings to other words or phrases. Recognizing that certain
words often signal an antonym clue can help you to understand
new words. Writers often use words and phrases, such as, but,
while, ox the other hard , as opposed to, not rather than and instead vf

to signal antonym clues. For example;

He tried to smile because the mood of the party was not
somber , but happy

Ydu know that sember must mean something that is the opposite of
happy. In fact, it means sad or dreary.

Sometimes the way a sentence is put together will tell you
what you are looking for the opposite of a word or idea that is
found in one half of the sentence.

If you can’t find anything to praise in the .class, at least
don’ t denounce it.
1



You know here that denownce must mean something opposite to

praise. Tt means to condemn or criticize.

2) Synonyms are words or phrases that are similar in meaning to
other words. Sentences with difficult words often contain
synonyms for those words, It is not difficult for you to recognize
some synonyms because they are set apart by commas, dashes, or
parentheses. Usually, a synonym context clue appears as the same
part of speech as the new word. A synonym is one type of context
clue that helps you to determine the meanings of unfamiliar
words. Here are some examples;

Your ideas are so nebulous that your point is uncleat to me.

If you understand the gist of the story, you should be able to
tefl me the main idea.

The building’s roof is in the shape of a cupola, or dome, and
is similar to the one on the top of the city hall.

You may not know the meanings of sebulous, gist and cupola in the
above sentences. But the synonym clues in each sentence tell you
that webulous means unclear, gist means main idea, and cupola

meaxns dome.



Practice 1

Read each sentence and select the best meaning for the underlined

word.

1,

If you want to save gas, trade in your big car and get a
compact car.

a. small b. large ¢. secondhand

Even under repeated questioning, the witness remained

a. comfortable b. happy c. silent
You could see how repugnant the bitter medicine was by the
way she trembled and made a face as she swallowed it.

a. distasteful b. powerful c. dangerous

. The detectives were deluded by all the false evidence. They

were completely deceived and they arrested the wrong person.

a. wrong b. arrested ¢. misled

. Our plane tickets were voided when the airline ticket agent

declared that the airport was closed. Therefote, all reservations
were canceled.

a. reserved b. closed c. eliminated

She has a love of rote work, but no foundness for creative
jobs.

a. creative b. mechanical c. fondness

Some students were inadvertently late for class while a few
were purposely late.

a. purposely b. accidently c. always

. In many nations there are two financial extremes, from penury

to great wealth.

8



a. wealth b. poverty ¢. middle income
9. Laundry owners use indelible marking pencils on their
customer’ s clothing. They use permanent markers that will
not wash off the garments.
a. removable b. lasting ¢. stained
10. Why did you spent such an inordinate amount of time on the
first question? Ten minutes would have been more
reasonable.

a. tiny b. difficult C. excessive

Chapter 1. USING WORD ANALYSIS

Some English words can often be divided into meaningful
parts. A Aaxdbook, for instance, is a book you keep at hand (for
reference). A shkepherd herds sheep (or other animals). Knowing
what the parts of a word mean by themselves, as you do here, can
often help. you infer approximately what they mean when
combined. In fact, many long and difficult-looking English
wogds, are only combinations of common prefixes, root words,
and suffixes, many of which come from the Greek or the Latin
language. Historically, Greek and Latin came flooding into
English janguage in three waves; (1) religious terms at about the
beginning of the Christian era; (2) literary and cultural terms
during the Renaissance, the revival of learning of the fifteenth and
sixteenth centuries; and (3) scientific terms in recent centuries.
Hence, a knowiedge of some of the more important source words

will increase your vocabulary skill greatly.



Here are some examples ;

PREFIX + ROOT

non + sense == nonsense

ROOT -+ SUFFIX

use + ful == useful

PREF1x 4+ ROOT +4 SUFFIX

un -+ comfort -+ able = uncomfortable

1. ROOT WORD

A root is the unchanging part of words related in otigin and
usually in meaning. Both illiferate ( unable to read and write) and
literal ( following the usual ‘meaning of the words, withotut any
additional meanings) have the same foot lifer, & Latin word
meaning “letter ”. A person who cdnnot understand ithe lottors
that fhake 'up writing is lilerafe. ‘A person Who Wanis to
understand the primary medning of the letters, of woeds, in a
contract'is seeking the liferal meaning of that cornitfacts:

At least half of the English words are biiilt ap ffém Eatin-and
Gredk toots. A’ student without this hdlf of vocabulasy would be
1ike a sprinter with one leg. Hete are-the coinmon Latin and Greek
roots. Meriotize them and theif ‘metinitigs, so that they ¢an help
you to figure out the meaninis of many words.



MEANING

ROOT DERIVATIVES
am love amiable
ann year anniversary ;annual
aud. hear audible ;auditorium
audit
bio life biography , biochemistry
cred . .
credit believe credence ,creditor
cycl circle, wheel cyclone , motorcycle
dem people democracy
dic . .
dict say addict ;dictate
guc lead conduct ;induce

uct :
frater brother fraternal, fraternize
gram e
graph write program ;autograph
litera, letter literature
loc place altocate; locdtion
mft send transmit ; mission
miss
pon .
posit place pastpone ; position
port carry exportytranspert
scrib . g .
script write descnbefmanuscnpt |
tempor time contemporary , temporize
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