Documentary
- Culture
and the Laity
in the Early Middle Ages

Edited by
Warren C. Brown, Marios Costambeys,
Matthew Innes and Adam J. Kosto

CAMBRIDGE



Documentary Culture and the
Laity in the Early Middle Ages

Edited by

Warren C. Brown, Marios Costambeys,
Matthew Innes and Adam J. Kosto

2B CAMBRIDGE

%'y UNIVERSITY PRESS



CAMBRIDGE UNIVERSITY PRESS
Cambridge, New York, Melbourne, Madrid, Cape Town,
Singapore, Sdo Paulo, Delhi, Mexico City

Cambridge University Press
The Edinburgh Building, Cambridge CB2 8RU, UK

Published in the United States of America by Cambridge University Press,
New York

www.cambridge.org
Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9781107025295

© Cambridge University Press 2013

This publication is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception
and to the provisions of relevant collective licensing agreements,
no reproduction of any part may take place without the written
permission of Cambridge University Press.

First published 2013
Printed and bound in the United Kingdom by the MPG Books Group
A catalogue record for this publication is available from the British Library

Library of Congress Cataloguing in Publication data
Documentary culture and the laity in the early Middle Ages / edited by Warren
C. Brown, Marios Costambeys, Matthew Innes and Adam J. Kosto.

pages c¢m
Includes bibliographical references and index.
ISBN 978-1-107-02529-5
1. Middle Ages — Sources. 2. History — Sources. 3. Europe — History —
476-1492 — Sources. 4. Civilization, Medieval — Sources. 1. Brown, Warren
C. 1L Costambeys, Marios. III. Innes, Matthew. IV. Kosto, Adam J.
D113.D627 2012
302.2'2440940902 - dc23 2012017771

ISBN 978-1-107-02529-5 Hardback

Cambridge University Press has no responsibility for the persistence or
accuracy of URLs for external or third-party internet websites referred to
in this publication, and does not guarantee that any content on such
websites is, or will remain, accurate or appropriate.




Documentary Culture and the Laity in the
Early Middle Ages

Many more documents survive from the early Middle Ages than from
the Roman Empire. Although ecclesiastical archives may account for the
dramatic increase in the number of surviving documents, this new inves-
tigation reveals the scale and spread of documentary culture beyond the
Church. The contributors explore the nature of the surviving docu-
mentation without preconceptions to show that we cannot infer chang-
ing documentary practices from patterns of survival. Throughout Late
Antiquity and the early Middle Ages — from North Africa, Egypt, Italy,
Francia and Spain to Anglo-Saxon England — people at all social levels,
whether laity or clergy, landowners or tenants, farmers or royal func-
tionaries, needed, used and kept documents. The story of documentary
culture in the early medieval world emerges not as one of its capture
by the Church, but rather of a response adopted by those who needed
documents, as they reacted to a changing legal, social and institutional
landscape.
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1 Introduction

In 1928, archaeologists working along the Tunisian-Algerian border
uncovered an earthenware jar containing forty-five wooden panels. When
deciphered, the scraps were found to contain the texts of thirty-four Latin
documents from the last decade of the fifth century: tables of calcula-
tions, a record of a dowry and several documents of sale. Most of the
latter concern small plots of olive, fig and nut trees; one deals with a slave.
The properties and individuals involved appear to have been associated
with a single rural estate, the Fundus Tuletianos.!

The episcopal archive in Pisa preserves a simple list of eighty-eight
documents given by Teuspert to Ghittia and her daughters. No reason
can be given for its composition, but it can be dated to between 768
and 774. It inventories different kinds of documents, many of them
rare among the large numbers of complete documents that survive in
Italian ecclesiastical archives, but here catalogued and classified with care.
In over half of the various charters (carzae), notes (breves), judgements
(iudicari), letters (epistolae) and precepts (praecepra), neither party to the
transaction was expressly associated with the Church. Ghittia herself was
a nun, but her collection includes documents from a wide variety of
her kin and contacts in which she is not implicated; forty-four of the
documents in her list, for example, concern the layman Alahis.?

A formula collection from Gaul compiled towards the end of the sev-
enth century contains a model letter from a king to an unfortunate who
has had his house destroyed by fire. Among the things he lost were
all of his documents, particularly those that recorded his title to prop-
erty. According to the text, the man provides written testimony to the
king verifying his property claims; the king then issues this letter con-
firming his property rights. Late in the ninth century — two centuries

U Tablettes Albertini: Actes privés de I’époque vandale (fin du V* siécle), ed. C. Courtois er al.,
2 vols. (Paris, 1952); see below, 40.
2 OhLA XXVI 808; CDL 11 295; see below, 239.



