Essential College English

RIE) #EE

B $@@'.;ﬁw

Big pEs, N 8
\ \\

LR

Mo

Wr 38 ¥ 2 ow

ening & Speaking
llij == =

I

BERBHRY ARSI



EEERRE (CIP) B #&

REEMBETRBBHOBMSEH/KBEE

gh. —ILE . B F H AL, 2001
ISBN 7-04 - 009030 -9

I.K+ O.%- I.OXE-OE-RFFR-H%
SERWHOKIE - UNBE -BEEK -HESERN
IV .H31

tE A B B IE CIP 3BT (2000) 58 62368 5

RERE ¥4 HEIT TIA
iRt # & MERX HKies REDE KL

KEFRRIGE - WRHE (M HAWESEH

HHH EM
Hdlﬁ&ﬁ ,' g,
ﬁ‘ mmmmﬁss% WSEMES 100009
010 - 64054588 13 X 010 - 64014048

iﬂ: ht; [/wWw %ﬁu cn
'_\_ htt vaw

2 %ﬁﬁ#%ihﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ
B Rl AEEARSCERR

F & 787%x960 1/16 B & 200043 A8
M ¥ 10.5 B & 20014E3 A% 1 KENR
¥ ¥ 250 000 b3 # 11.607%C

AH A BRI TR SRR R, WD T B R IR R R,
RBHRH WA




(RBARRIAE) (RED

S G F
g &% M
FEER: RE
ZR (ABARLESHNA): BHE. TH%E. oL, 2H. KAF.
k&, REX AT, 2FHA. REBA.
BEE. Bk, ¥4



CREEES

CREEMEE - TREE) R—BRABERNERRBX R ER RN — Ry HEE
BT R, FH BEIM 199 EBA B (REFFHEAR (BT A) A#T, REAE
HAXBRPEAHKEHEN" /5, ERATRETURARTHBAEAANFRERG ¥4,

FEEMERTRALIKAREAX B X ERFNER LR, NERSBARTH
EFL(English as a Foreign Language) ¥ ¥ B % 4 # %, HAMRAK, RHE A4 X EFL 41
MR, #EETREMSR., BARROALEXETHALELERANALE LR, £F
RIENREBINAGF R, BAXBEAXFREARER. RFENFARREENETES
EEERGEFRT, REXLUE. XEXRPREHNFENE. FETHTARDAE
BAKE, BA R, RAREAHE. TAMEackE, FHRAEURA. ¥RLEH
HERN ., EWNEAHRAL, DARWXEIRBERANEAR BT URRNEGH TR, FWUS
REAMGEEL. BRYRANEY. AGHR. ACESR ANZRXAESFINETE, &
RENHERNAMKEXGHRNBRRY — K. AHANRELRY, GERIXFET¥
IREAAR, HARBAEHET HR P ASREARLAE. KE NN, RARETH
REARTEMAFEEARN, TREXIEFABR BN, RRAIRETERFE
BXMORR, XREEXMAL WA LIHAXBRAICHERANAK.

FERMHILSMELRB RS HBITHERY . K4y CARTAR, FMETEE
NI, AR ET TRFPFEARA, BAHRERHIIWAES, KFLHLRK. KA,
B, BEE. #%. k. XAFERAFTXRARER, FERFWAETRIT o E0p
RIXFHS . XEMHRERFH, AAEM B, KIVRSH, KEEXHK. 487
GHBENR, RARE, AAREGNFE. SA%akY, BT EERAXKM L RT,
TREFIENTEAMR, REERREFTRPFR, TESPHEIVR, AH4nR
REEFHATAE, DHRTFABXREIHNEMHER,

AMEMBAT AU B B FFEENNERT RN, H it LRRAR BB A b
h ABEMEBIALARET, BEPUEBHTRARETEINH R RARHEE, #
RANELET, SUMARETEA N LAsatt, Ba¥ERETRE AU FE.

A

FXA
2000 %12 A



Unit Part One

One Climate and Weather

Warm-up Exercises

1

Two Recreation and Entertainment Warm-up Exercises
16

Three Transporation Warm-up Exercises

Four Education - | Warm-up Exercises

Five Mass Media Warm-up Exercises
55

Six Focus Chatting Warm-up Exercises

' 67

Seven Stories ik ; ' | Warm-up Exercises

: 1, L i Ts -{f‘; ek S B By m x Sl Beatid

Eight Famous Characters and Speeches | Warm-up Exercises

SENRE wiRR o s

Nine Popular Science Warm-up Exercises
109

Ten Social Life Warm-up Exercises
121

Eleven Academic Activities Wérm-up Exercises
134

Twelvé Trade and Market

147

Warm-up Exercises




Contents

Part Three Part Four

About Climate

Part Two

Discussing the Weather Weather and Weather Forecast

’ Going Traveling Enjoy Yourself! Making a Film

Mass and Special-interest

News and Programs Newspapers and Magazines

Audiences

Puzzlement About UFOs Special People Telephone is Available

3

Big Ben and Famous Inventors | E-mail and Networks Environmental & Resources

Sciences

Renting a Flat Introducing a Guest Speaker | | Want Two Pounds for That




Unit One

Climate and Weather

As the American author, Mark Twain, once said, “Everybody talks about the weather,
but nobody does anything about 1t.” It is true that everybody talks about the weather;
it's the most common subject of conversation there is. “Isn’t it a nice day?” “Do you
think it will rain?” 1 think it’s going to snow.” These are common ways of starting
a conversation. Besides, mentioning the weather can be a useful and inoffensive

way of starting a conversation.

?@@ﬂ’ @m g Warm-up Exercises

I. Questions before listening.
1. How is the weather today?
2. What was the weather like yesterday?
3. What do you think the weather will be like tomorrow?
Open-ended.

li. Study the following words and expressions before listening.

inoffensive a. & AFW K fiercely ad. R M, JFEH

gently ad. BB charming a. JfAH, T EH,; RITFH
staylong F A breakup B , (KE)KH
turnwet  (K5)%E

lll. Listen to the dialogues twice and fill in the blanks with the information you've
heard.
1. M: Is today a fine day?

Essential College English 1
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. Yes, quite.

w
M: Was yesterday a rainy day?
w

: No, it was cloudy.

Do you think it’s going to snow?
I'm not sure.
Is the wind blowing fiercely outside?

No, just gently.
Where is the wind from?

EEEXEEX

It’s from the west.

How’s the weather today?

1It’s charming.
Do you think this good weather will stay long?

£ X

Well, it may break up any time.

Does it look like rain?

Probably it will turn wet.

Do you like rainy days?
No, not at all.

Is it raining?
No, not yet. But it’s dark outside.

It looks rather frightening.

Yes, I'm afrai rm is comin

&1 IV. Listen to the dialogues twice and choose the best answer to each of the
following questions.
1. M: Nice and bright this morning.

Yes. Much better than yesterday.

The wind will probably get up later.

As long as it doesn’t rain.

QEXE

What are they talking about? ©)



REXEEX

REEEX

R EXE

A. Food. B. Health.
C. The weather. D. The wind.

What do you think of the fall in Beijing?

I think it is the best season there.

Do you really?

Yes.

What does the woman think of the fall in Beijing? A)
A. She likes it very much.

B. She dislikes it.

C. She has made no comment.

D. She has doubt.

Do you see how cloudy it is in the east? It’s going to rain tomorrow.

Yes, it’s cloudy in the east. Maybe, we’re going to have fine weather tomorrow.
Do you really think so?

Yes, I do.

Do they agree with each other? (8)

A. Yes, they agree with each other.

B. Sorry, they disagree with each other.

C. No one can tell.

D. Neither of them thinks it’s going to rain.

We’re having a picnic tomorrow. Why don’t you come with us?

I’d like to, but I'm afraid it’s going to rain. The weatherman says it will.

[ don’t think he’s right. It hasn’t rained for a week and it isn’t cloudy today,
either.

But he’s usually correct in his forecasts.

Maybe he’s right, but we’ll have our picnic as planned.

Well, T’1l go then, but I’ll take my umbrella with me.

Is the woman going to the picnic? (8
A. No, she will stay at home.

B. Yes, she is.

Essential College English 3
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C. She hasn’t made up her mind yet.
D. She won’t go unless there is no rain.

Look! It’s snowing! Winter is here at last.

It’s really cold today. I'm glad I have my overcoat on.

There’s ice on the lake, too. We'll be able to go skating this weekend.

Not if it’s too windy. Well, let’s go in. I'm freezing.

You’ll just have to learn to like it. The weather’s going to be like this for the

LTEZXEEXE

next three months.

Then I'm going to the south!

What are they discussing? ©)
A. The skating.

B. Their trip to the south.

C. The weather.

D. The ice.

R =

»

ZP@E}? W@ Disscussing the Weather

. Study the following words and expressions before listening.

Fanrenneit n./a. # 5% 8 B % (#) fall n. HE

foggy a. TREY freezing a. YKAEHy, FEH
gusty a. R, %R miserable a. 4 \#% ¥
stormy a. EZRTH, £ REH dearup ¥

sleet v, TREWKE) drizzle v. TE%%W®

hail v, THRE furnace n. P F

basin n. & 4 stifle v. (SANVEE

centigrade a. KB indicate v. 154, %9

&l Il. Listen to a conversation and make the best choice to complete the following



statements.

Tapescript —

M: Why, it’s so warm even at this time of year. Could you tell me what the

weather is like here?

Oh, what nice weather it is! But what about the summer?

£FXE

Yes, it’s usually mild. The average temperature is some 21 degrees centigrade.

Well, it does get hot during the long summer days. But, with the Yongjiang

River running through the city and the wind coming from the South China
Sea, it is not so hot as Wuhan, Nanjing and Chongqing, the three well-known

“furnaces”.
M: Thave learned that in the Nanning basin, there is always a lot of rain.

s

True, there are usually 153 rainy days in a year. It seems as if there were only

two seasons—summer and winter. Winter is so short and summer is so long that

many people say: “There’s no winter in Nanning !”

By the way, did you hear the weather forecast this morning?
Yes, I did. It said it would be fine today.

What will the weather be like tomorrow?

There’ll be showers tomorrow afternoon.

weather, but nobody does anything about it.”
It’s true that everybody talks about the weather.

1. This conversation is most likely to have taken place between
two weathermen

A.

B. a conductor and a driver
C. avisitor and a tour guide
D.

two scholars

2. They are talking about

A. the weather in general
B. the geographical location of Nanning
C. Nanning's weather

Essential College English
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D. the three furnaces

3. As an old saying indicates, along the Valley of the Yangtse River there are three
well-known “furnaces”. Theyare _ . (B)
A. Chongging, Wuhan and Jinan
B. Chongqing, Wuhan and Nanjing
C. Wuhan, Nanning and Shanghai
D. South China Sea, Nanning and Chongging

4. According to the weather forecast, it will be today. 8
A. cloudy
' B. fine
C. rainy
D. windy

S. said: “Everybody talks about the weather, but nobody does anything
about it.” ©
A. William Shakespeare
B. Charles Dickens
C. Mark Twain
D. Weatherman

(=1 Il Listen to the conversation again and answer the following questions.
1. What is the relationship between the man and the woman?
2. What are the weather characteristics in Nanning, the capital of Guangxi?
3. How many rainy days are there usually in Nanning in a year?
4. What did the weather forecast say that morning?
5. How much do you know about the American writer Mark Twain?
Open-ended.

IV. Work in pairs and practice the foliowing dialogues. You may use your own
imagination and add more information to develop the dialogues.
1. M: It’s good to see the sun again.



g2 =

A big improvement on what we’ve been having.
Well, it’s supposed to cloud over this afternoon.
1 didn’t think it would last.

How’s the weather today?
It’s very cold and damp.
How’s it in the winter?
It’s usually mild.

It seems fairly mild for this time of year.
Yes, it’s just beautiful.
But they say we’re in for snow.

Let’s hope it stays nice for the weekend.

It seems to be clearing up.

That’ll be a nice change, won’t it?

Yes. But I hear it’s going to turn cold soon.
Oh, no!

It’s good to see the sun again.

A big improvement on what we’ve been having.

Yes, but it’s supposed to cloud over this afternoon.

Oh. I thought all this sunshine was too good to be true!

Nice and bright this moming.

Yes. Much better than yesterday.

It may get windy later.

I'don’t mind as long as it doesn’t rain.

It’s freezing today.

Yes, it’s worse than yesterday.
How cold is it?

It’s ten below.

Essential College English
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8. Have you ever seen a hurricane?
Once, a long time ago.

Does it often happen in your country?

£X X

Now and then.

Do you like the weather in this part of the country?
Not really, but I'm used to it now.
Is the weather different in your part of the country?

£ X

Yes. It never gets as cold there as it does here.
10. I wonder what the weather is going to be like tomorrow.
The paper says it’s going to be fair and sunny.

Let’s listen to the weather report on the radio.

Good idea.

£EXEX

; ZP @&}? i?m@gg About Climate

. Study the following words and expressions before listening.

latitude n. % equator n. i

at low latitudes K% K at mid-latitudes By E
Argentina n. Fe AR 2 at the highest latitudes & &% &
intense a. BmAK, BIZLE absorb v. T
pole n. %, #R

Il. Listen to a passage carefully and complete the following statements with the
help of the words or phrases given in the brackets.

Tapescript

( Climate (1)

A country’s latitude, or distance from the equator, has an important effect on !



4

.

its climate. In places located at low latitudes or near the equator, like Ecuador and
nor.them Brazil, the amount of sunshine changes the least during the year. At mid-
latitudes, in places like Japan or Argentina, there is more sunshine in the summer
than in the winter. The greatest change occurs at the highest latitudes, in places
like northern Canada or Alaska. In these places, the nights are very long for half
the year, and the days are very long during the other half. At the North or South
Pole, sunlight lasts the longest during the summer. But light and heat are the most

intense at the equator.

Some General Factors Affecting Climate
Latitude from the equator has an important effect on climate.
. In places at low latitudes... (sunshine, change, least)
(sunshine, summer, winter)

(nights, long, half, days)

. Inplaces at mid-latitudes...

. At the North or South Pole...
. Atthe equator... (light, heat, intense)
Open-ended.

1

2

3. Inplaces at the highest latitudes...
4 (sunlight, longest, summer)
5

Listen to the passage carefully and complete the following statements with
the help of the words or phrases given in the brackets.

S Tapesc,ipt S — e s

Climate ()

Altitude and distance from the sea also affect climate. The thin air in high
mountain areas absorbs less of the sun’s heat than the thick air at sea level. The
daily change in temperature also increases with distance from the sea.

Snow and rain are very important to climate. Snow reflects as much as eighty
or ninety percent of the heat from the sun, and makes the weather even colder. But
a large forest area can reflect as little as five percent of the sun’s heat. This makes
the weather warmer.

Of course, the general effects of climate do not explain everything about the
weather. For example, both the driest places in the world and the place with the

Essential College English
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|  most rainy days are located in Chile. Calama, in the Atacama Desert, has had no II

[ rain for over 400 years. But during the year 1916, it rained in Bahia Felix, Chile, |

!
\k‘ _f(zr 348, days. )

Some General Factors Affecting Climate
In high mountain areas ... (thin air, absorb, less, heat)
Atsealevel ... (air thicker)
With the increase of the distance from the sea ... (change, temperature, increase)
Snow ... (reflect, 80% or 90%, heat)
A large forest area... (reflect, 5%, heat)

S

Some Exceptional Examples
; 1. In Calama, in the Atacama Desert, Chile ... (no rain, 400 years)
2. In Bahia Felix, Chile, ... (1916, rain, 348 days)
Open-ended.

Z.P @&? i? ?@@ﬂ Ef? Weather and Weather Forecast

. Study the following words and expressions before listening.

declare v. B, 524 unreliable a. AW KW
extraordinary a. EEW, BRI H Chili today and hot tamale.
tolerate v. EA ARATTHRHK,
solemnly ad. PR, 74

II. Listen to the passages and answer the following questions.

— Tapescript

Weather Report
8 am September 21 — 8 am September 22
Showers or thundershowers will visit southern parts of Northeast China, most

10
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parts of North China, most parts of the Yellow-Huaihe river valley, most‘pétts'pf
the Yangtze-Huaihe river valley and eastern parts of Hubei Province. Drizzle to !i
moderate rain will fall on most parts south of the Yangtze River, western and northemn '
parts of South China and most parts of the northeastern part of the Xinjiang Uygur
Autonomous Region. Parts of the above region will get heavy rain.
— All information provided by the Central Meteorological Observatory

Jrassage (Ine
Questions:
1. Where will the showers or thundershowers visit?
2. What will the weather be like in most parts of the south of the Yangtze River?
3. According to the weather report, will it be a fine day in most parts of the northeastern
part of the Xinjiang Uygur Autonomous Region?
Open-ended.

- Tapescript e

British Weather

Our friend, Nick, whose English gets better and better, declared solemnly the
other day that he thought that the British climate was wonderful, but the British
weather was terrible. He went on to point out that the British climate was a temperate
one. “This meant,” he said, “that you could always be certain that the weather
would never be extreme, at any rate not for any length of time, never very hot and
very cold.” He quite rightly pointed out that the rainfall in Britain, according to the
statistics, was not very heavy. “Why then,” he asked, “has the British climate such
a bad reputation?” He answered by saying it was because of the extraordinary,
unreliable weather. There was no part of the year at which you could be certain
that the weather would be dry or wet, clear or dull, hot or cold. A bad day in July
could be as cold as a mild day in January. Indeed you could feel cold at almost any
time of the year. Nick blamed drafty British houses for this, but agreed that you |
could also blame the small amount of sunshine and a great amount of dampness. |
He admitted he had never experienced one of London's notorious fogs, “which,” |
he said, “were things of the past.” For the present he advised every student coming |
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